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1. Introduction

Sincel ancient] times| relationg between| ancient civilizations havel provided thel basig fon po-
litical) commercial, cultural| and social interactions between| societies.| This| has| resulted in|
societies influencing each other and the formation offcommon| cultural values through| these|
interactions|Thelbooks thatihave|survived fromlancientitimesiare/considered the/mostiimpor-
tantisourcesforiexaminingandunderstanding thelancientirelationsbetween/nations.|
Shahnameh|)Persian;| Jromanized;Sahname, lit) The Book ofiKings')is allong epicpoem
written| by the| Persian| poet Ferdowsil between| 977 and| 1010 CE| Consisting off some| 50,000
“distiches”)Shahnamehjisione|ofithe/world's longest epicipoems. It relates mainly| to| they myth-
ical and| to] some| extent, thel historicall past of thel Persian| Empire, from| the creation| ofj the|
worlduntiltheMuslim/conquestintheseventh/century.|

Iran|Azerbaijan|Afghanistan| Tajikistan|and the/greaterregion/influenced byiPersian/cultures|
such| as Armenia,| Dagestan, Georgia,| Turkey,| Turkmenistan,| Kazakhstan,| Ossetia,| Pakistan|
Iraq,Kyrgyzstan,and Uzbekistan|celebrate|thisnationalepic.
Asignificant/portion|ofithelShahnameh/focusesion|the relationsbetween|Iraniansiandthe/peo-
ples ofiothenkingdomsjinjancientitimes,|Using sourcesand documents/from/the/periodbefore)
the Arabs)] conquest ofi Iran,| Ferdowsi| has| explored| thel relations between| thel twol imperial|
powers off Iranand China. The present research| selected to| focus| only on thel Chinese goods|
and handicrafts mentioned in| thel Shahnameh, It demonstrates| how| familiar Iranians were|
with| Chinesel goods| and tools injancient times and how theyi used them| in| their daily lives.| It

willalsgindicate/thellevel ofitrade between|the two/landsin/those times.

2. Methodology

Today, within|thel framework of| the| Annales| School off historiography, many| researchers have|
turned torereadingancientitexts/injorderto/provide a newinterpretation/oficustoms/and tra-
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ditions| lifestyles| governancel patterns, relations between| different social classes, social and
culturalvaluesigoverningsocieties|economictransactions,|andinternationalrelations.

Thig school ofihistoriographyi provides/thelopportunity/tojopen newidoors|/fora betterunder-
standing ofl human| relationg injancient times| through| a new reading] offancient books, espe-
ciallyithose/booksthatihave/been|studiedand researched mostlyifromialiteraryperspective.
Thig study attempts to| present a newt model| for studying Ferdowsi's Shahnameh| and othen
ancientliteraryltexts bylutilizing thelexperiencesofithelauthors/ofithe/Annales School of histo-
riography| It alsoexamines/thelShahnameh|stories;identify the/ various uses oflChinese/goods|
in/lranjand otherparts ofitheworld,and re-interpretivaluablelaspects ofithe|relations between|
these/peoplefromafresh perspective.

3. Discussion

Objectg hold asignificant|placeinourtlives|influencing thel consumption| culture ofisocieties.|
In/ fact,| possession| ofisome| objects can| belindicative of| their owners|social class. Thelorigins||
creators, and usage| ofi these objects also relatel the storyt of thein creation and migration be-
tween| different lands, shedding light on| the| interactions| between| different societies in an-
cienttimes.

Incontemporary qualitativel research| literature| ig often| examined and reinterpreted) to gain|
insight into] human| attitudes to life and relationships. This study tried to] demonstratel how
thel objects madel byl ancient Chinesel artists and craftsmen| travelled far and wide| impacting
the daily lives ofi people injother lands.| The story ofi Chinese goods in| Ferdowsi's) Shahnameh|
reveals a new account] of| the| ties| between| Iran| and| China, particularly among| the| political,
economic, military, cultural| and scientific elites ofi both| countries, thanks| to which| we| can|
acquirelfreshjinsightgintojanalysing|the relations between|nationsand applylit to,enhance the|
connectionsbetween|these twollong-standingempires/inthe/world today.

4. Conclusion

ThestoryioflChinese/goods in|Ferdowsi's Shahnameh|tells|a new narrative of the| relations/be-
tween|the|two societies of Iranjand China, especially the| relations/ between| the political,|eco-
nomic,|military,culturaliand scientificlelites ofithe two|countries|fromwhichinewinsights/can|
belgainedintothemethod ofianalyzingrelationsbetween|nations.

In| thel militaryl sector, it seems| that due| tol the high| qualityl off Chinesel military products in|
ancient times,| Chineselweapons were used byl the great| powers of| that era,| Especially, due| to
thein neighborhood| and close| solidarityt with| thel Chinese| thel Turanians took] advantage off
these/weaponsgandused themjinithewanwithjlran|

In| thel clothing sector, thel widespread usel off Chinese| fabricsiamong) the| greatest powers ofi
thatiera,|suchjasl/Iran|Rome|India|China,| Turan|Greece|Andalusia and even Arabs,indicates
thel remarkable| progress of the| Chinesel textile industry during that era.| Meanwhile, a varietyt
ofl expensivel Chinesel fabrics had multiple functions and havel been used as| appropriatel cov-
erings foriattending officialland diplomaticiceremonies. These fabrics/werealsojused to dec-
orate| thel courts/and army| to show the capabilities and equipment against thel enemy. At the|
same|time | these/goods had a highjcommercial valugland were traded between theg merchants
ofidifferenticountries,|helpingtolincreaseileconomiciexchangesbetween|countries.
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In/thelfield of stationery, it can also| be  seen| that| Chinese artisans/injancient times were/ more|
advanced thantheircounterpartsiinitheprintingland stationerylindustriesiatithatitime.

Finally) thel use ofi precious objects to end wars, such as| paying compensation with| Chinese|
silveriand gold coins,| was considered a way! to| strengthen| peace diplomacy.| Meanwhile | two|
examplesofithe presence ofiChineselartistsiand craftsmenjin the/construction ofithe/ Takht-e-
Taqgdisand thelweaving ofithelFarsh-e-Bozorgh/indicatetheluse ofiscientificidiplomacylaswell|
as cultural diplomacyi by the|Chinese/government to strengthen|its political relationg with|the|
Iranianjcourtiinancienttimes.

In/this\way,|we| can/seel howt material objects played important roles in the context ofi relations|
between| countries and helped reducel tensions and increase| cooperation| between| states| in|
ancientitimes.

Key words: Iran|China,|Turan,Khagan,Khosrow,Shahnameh
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1. Introduction

Deterrencel must bel regarded as g realityl withancient| historical roots and an undeniable ne-
cessity in the collective and sociall lifel oft humankind, particularly inf confronting devastating
warsg and threats.| Thel evolvingl international system| has given rise| tol new phenomena that|
pose| unprecedented threats tol state security. These| threats characterized byl ambiguity in|
thein definition| features,instruments| patterns,|and consequences. In/suchjan environment|
identifying means tol counter and control these threats represents| thel most valuable| objec-
tive—one| that is| linked to| a novel design| off thel deterrencel system | Thel centrall concern| fon
states, including| nations| suchj asg Iran| which face direct threats, and even the United States|
whose traditional containment] policyt is encountering serious challenges| lies inhow nation-
al securityi can| be sustained againstl modern| forms ofl warfare| The nature of this| deterrence|
and its operationalization havelemerged as primaryl theoretical and practical preoccupations
within| thel realm| ofl international relations scholarship and statecraft. The| existence| of these|
concerng serves as g guide toward discovering a fundamental solution| Thel response| tol con-
cerng regarding|war and deterrencel has| g veryl long history. It has undergone| various trans-
formations| manifesting in successivel waves| off academic study.Confronted with this funda-
mental concern—namely|whatishould be/donelin responselto/the/newiform ofiwarfare |termed
intelligent network-centric warfare,| whichl invisibly inflicts severe blows| on| the| national| se-
curity off states?—an| examination| offemerging phenomena in/ the realm| ofl warfarel and deter-

rence.

2. Theoretical Framework

Thel present research| is theoreticallyi grounded in| g three-pillar analytical framework com-
prising complexity-chaos theory,| network theory| and deterrence theory| Collectively, these|
theories constitutel the deductive foundation ofl the study.Within| this framework, deterrencel

1) Full Professon off International Relations, Faculty ofi Lawi and| Politicall Sciencel University| off Tehran)|
Tehran, Iran Faghasemi@ut.ac.ir
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isiconceptualized as g control system, Its structurelis defined by network properties,|whilglits|
processes and governing| rules arel derived from complexitytand chaos theory. Consequently
emergentsystemic/configurationssuchjaslheterarchyjand panarchylarise/ from/thelinteraction|
between| networked) structures and| the| principles off complexityl and chaos.This| framework|
moves deterrence beyond a static,two-actor theoreticall model )as seen during the Cold War)
and situates it within/the/dynamic,|multi-actor|and/interconnected context ofithe,contempo-
rarylworld.

3. Methodology

Thel research| is based on| the method) ofl abductive inference.| In thisf method, thel authoriem-
ploys a combination| ofideductive reasoningland empirical induction| as the foundation| ofi the|
study/ In this approach, thel emerging novel aspects ofi thel phenomenon under investigation|
that| requirel reinterpretation. In othern words, the research| concern arises from| such novel|
developments| Subsequently| deduction| is utilized) to outline| a portion| ofi thel necessaryt and
effectivel theoretical framework. Following) this| a case studyl is conducted, and ultimately an|
inferencelisdrawn,which/exhibitselementsofibothdeductionandinduction,|

4. Discussion

Theldeterrence/system|and|its constitutive patternjare/directlylinked tojwarandits emergent
character|Asurvey ofithel international relations literature indicates that hybrid warfare cur-
rently represents the| latest wave| in|wari studies| Whilel some| scholars applyi this| term| to des-
ignatel thel most| recent| generation| ofi conflicts within| the| international system, thel concept,
thoughlilluminating certain aspects oficontemporary warfare | falls short of encompassing its|
full complexity, Thejscholarlyidiscourse on hybrid warfare tends/tojemphasize/novel methods|
oflcombat;]however,|contemporaryiwarfarelhaswitnessed notonlyitransformations|infighting
techniques but alsol fundamental shifts in|its| rules, processes, and structurallunderpinnings,|
Toladdress this/ gap, thelauthon proposes the concept off networked smart warfare| as a more
comprehensivel frameworkl forl understandingl current and emerging| forms| of| conflict| The|
principal featurel off the threat environment facing| states| in a networked setting may| be char-
acterized by the pervasiveness| off threats| and the| systemic paralysis| they| seek] to achieve| as|
thein ultimate goal.| The attributes offcomplex-chaotic systems| impart g distinctivel configu-
ration| to] networked warfare| with| each| such| attributel exerting| a particulan influencel on| the|
deterrencel system At the core oficontemporaryiwarfare lig its networked and non-linear ar-
chitectures|Deterrence|undericonditions oficomplexityland non-linearity,|thusevolvesinre-
sponseto two/fundamental features ofithe non-linearinternationalsystem—namely| multipo-
larityt and multilayeredness—and| ultimately takes| shape within| a context] ofi bifurcated orden

andthelemerging paradigm/ofinetworked smartwarfare

5.Conclution

Thel primary characteristic of the threat landscape| that| states confront in/ a networked envi-
ronment can be described as the comprehensiveness ofi threats and the| paralysis| off systems|
asthelultimate objectivel of such| threats| The attributes ofi complex-chaotic systems/impart a
distincticonfigurationtonetwork-centricwarfare |Networkedness/isithemostiprominentfea-
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turel off modernjwarfare.| network-| centriciwarfarel is| in essence | warfarel between networks.
Thel theoretical framework] off complexity-chaos and| the| operational modell simultaneousiy
outling three characteristics for the| deterrence system, First| deterrence functions within| a
system|where| thel primaryl agent transforms power into| threat,| Second, thig system| consists
oflanjaccumulation| ofi specialized blocks, each|with| its own| specificiand| specialized function.|
Third, through thelinterconnection| off these| blocks, thel deterrence| system| takes on| g panar-
chicform,operating as a distributed control system.|Layering fosters the| formation ofiadap-
tivel cycles between| layers,| Furthermore| given| thel characteristics off thel complex-chaotic|
networked environment, the deterrence system| environment, through the establishment off
feedback| loops with| thel hetero-panarchic| deterrencel system| transformg the latter intoj an|
open system, Thig effectively| shifts the hetero-panarchic deterrencel system| from| a hierar-
chicall control mechanism| within| the global order tol an| open hetero-panarchic system,| the|
outcomeofiwhichjisidistributed controlwithinitheglobalsystem.

Key words:SmartNetworkedwar; Hetropanarchic Deterrence; Networked Deterrence; Non-
lineanDeterrence/-Nested Regionalism
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Extendedabstract
1. INTRODUCTION

Countrieg are| taking| steps| to| exploiti geopolitical opportunities tol increasel thein power and
international position, and corridors| play a decisive) role in this regard. Corridors are one off
thelimportant areag off transition and transformation|in| the globall geometryl of power,| which|
have a direct impact on| the interests and national security of countries. This has/doubled the|
importance of corridors as a power component for regional and| international actors, In| thig|
regard, during the 2023 G20 summit held in|New Delhi, the India-Middle East-Europe| Corri-
dorjabbreviated as “IMEC"|was announced. The| goal off this multifaceted economic corridor,|
whichjincludes multiple shipping, railway, and road networks, is to create g continuous trade|
route| with| thelaim| oficonnecting India to] Europe through thel UAE | Saudi| Arabia, Jordan, and|
ultimately Israel|Using a descriptive-analytical method and| relying on| libraryland electronic|
resources thel present] study seeks| to] answen thel question| off what challenges| and conse-
quences Israel's presencel and rolel in thel emerging IMEC| corridor havel for Iran’s national
interests and security? In response to| this| question| thel author tests the| hypothesis that the|
activation ofithe/IMEC|corridonwith/the|participation|ofiisrael is a cleariexample ofia geopolit-
ical allianceland competition| tolisolatel and weaken| Iran’sl heartland| position|whichwill bring|
numerous/economicand|security challenges|to Iran| The research|findings also| indicatel thati
thelactivation ofithelIMEC|corridorprovides|a strategiciopportunity/forIsrael tointegratelinto
thelregion,escape from/geopoliticalland geoeconomiclisolation|and enhancelits politicall and
securityposition/in/the/Middle East,| This poses a serious threat to Iran's nationallsecurityland
geopoliticalland geostrategic/position.

2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Geopoliticg is derived from|two|words: “geo” )earth) and “politics,1and is based on| three/ main|

elements; geography, politics,| and power, In| this framework, geopolitics can| be defined as|

1/ PhD| student in| Regional Studies| Middlel East orientation, Facultyl off Lawi and Political Science|
Universityl off Tehran| Iran .| )Corresponding Author; Email Sa.nejat@ut.ac.ir)
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thelunderstanding ofigeographicall realities injorder to achieve power and safeguard national
interests|and security, enabling states to play an effective role ati the| globall level | In essence|
geopoliticgisthe study oficompetition forithe expansion|ofiinfluence,|where statesiand politi-
callactorgseekitojenhance|their powernand gainjadvantage overrivalg bylutilizing/geographicall
capacities, tools|and opportunities, Since geopolitical needs and ambitions are generally not
limited,|suchicompetitions/tend to/be/continuous.|Competitionjarises when/twolorimore pow-
ers pursue| objectives that they arel unwilling to share | Iff sustained on intensified, such com-
petition| canlevolvelinto geopolitical conflict) a situation|injwhich actors attempt to/ strength-
en| thein position by weakening or constraining thein rivals, potentiallyl pushing them| to| the|
margins/In recent years|emerging corridors| havel become onel ofl thel most important arenas|
ofi geopolitical competition—particularly in thel Middle East.| Byl engaging in| these| corridors,|
countries aim| tol expand their influencel and capitalizel oneconomic opportunities,| This dy-
namic canllead|tointensified competitionjand theilemergence ofigeopolitical conflicts,as each|
countryistrivestoconsolidatelitspositionwhilelundermininglitsrivals.

3. METHODOLOGY

|Thelpresentarticleladoptsianexplanatory—analyticallapproach,throughiwhichithelresearchen
seeks toidentifyand| clarify the| causal relationshipslamong the researchivariables based on|a
systematic review ofirelevantjliterature | In doing so, the/study notionlyidescribes existing pat-
ternsbutalsolattempts tointerpret underlying/ dynamics and interconnections| Theldata col-
lectionimethodjisigrounded inlibraryiresearch,drawinguponjacademic/books, peer-reviewed|
journal articles, officiall reports, and crediblel secondary sources) tol ensurel analytical depthi
andjreliability.

4.RESULTS & DISCUSSION

IMEC] offers the greatest benefits to| Israel| as| one| off its primary| objectives is| tol accelerate|
thel normalization| off relations between| Israel and Arabj countries and to integrate| Israel into|
thelMiddle/Eastiand North|Africa region. This corridor can act as a catalysti forinormalization|
helping Israell overcome its geopolitical isolation and| strengthening its rolel in globall supplyl
chains/and|international trade routes| It also diversifies tradel pathways, reducing Israel’s de-
pendence on maritime| transport and traditionall chokepoints,| whilel enhancing its economic|
and political leveragel over Arab states and even India| In| contrast, the| corridor presents| sig-
nificantchallengesiandthreats/for/iran. It may\weaken|lran'sigeopoliticalposition/byibypassing|
itsltransitiroutes|reducing the/strategiciimportancelofiits corridors,|and|creatinglcompetition|
fon thel North—South corridon that| passes through Iran.| Additionally, thel importance| of key
chokepoints| such| as the| Strait| off Hormuz and the| Persian Gulfl could| decline| as| regional ac-
torg shiftitoward this new| route |Fromja security perspective | IMEC—supported by the United
States and European| countries—could foster deepenr militaryl and securityl cooperation| be-
tween|Israelland Arabjstates,potentiallyleading|to the/formation/ofianjanti-lran/ bloc,| This de-
velopment may heighten| regional tensions|and increase| security risks for Iran,| Overall |while|
IMEC strengthensthe/position|ofiisraelland|certain/Arabjstates|iticould contribute|tojadecline|

inllran'sregionalroleland greaterinternationallisolation |
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5. CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

| IMEC, backed by thel United States and| several European countries| has strong potential for
success/due|toitsigeographiciadvantages,shared economic/dimensions,|competitivecapacityi
againstrivalinitiatives,|andlitsrolelinicountering/China'siinfluence|Thelimplementationofithis|
corridon would pose| significant challenges fon Iran while creating notablel opportunities fon
Israel.|Aslanjemerging corridor, it could reshape political dynamics in/the/ Middle East by pro-
motingleconomid incentives as a key driver fornormalizing relations between|Israel and Arab
states.| Designed|to provideleconomic, security, and logistical frameworks, IMEC|encourages|
broader Arab] participation| in| normalization| efforts and has| gained particular support from|
India, thelUnited States,and Europeancountries. It also/strengthens Israel’s position|in/globall
supplyichains|potentiallyitransformingjitintolasecure/transithubjand enhancinglitsgeopoliti-
calandleconomigrole.|Conversely,|IMEC|presentsmultiple/geopolitical  geoeconomic|and se-
curityichallenges/for/iran.Bylbypassing lranjinikeyitransitroutesandreducingglobaltransport
dependence on| it the| project could| contributel to Iran's marginalization and| a declinel in| its|
regionallandinternational standing. Therefore, toremain competitivelin corridorgeopolitics,
Iran needs| to accelerate| infrastructurel development, address sanctions-related| constraints|
tolattract foreigninvestment,|and pursueactivelregional diplomacyitobetterleveragelits stra-
tegic“heartland’position.

Key Words: IranIsrael IMEC|Corridor,|geopoliticalcompetition|rival corridors,
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Extended abstract
1. INTRODUCTION

The Middlel Easti has long been| characterized byl complex security rivalries, ideologicall con-
frontations, and shifting geopolitical alignhments.| Among thel mosti consequential rivalries in|
thelregion| relations between| thel Islamic/Republic ofl Iranjand| Saudil Arabia have| played a de-
cisivel role in shaping| regional securityt dynamics.| Fort decades, interactions between Tehran|
and|Riyadh/werellargelyiframed within/a confrontational and antagonistic/pattern|generating
instabilityl not only| ati the| bilaterall level but also across thel broaden Middle Eastern security
architecture, Thiglrivalryl has significantly/influenced Saudi Arabia's stance toward Iran’s nu-
cleariprogram|and|its| positionjon negotiationg between| Iranjand the| United States.| However,|
China’s mediation between|Iranjand Saudi/ArabiainMarch2023)markedacritical turning point
in/ thein relations| Beyond) the| restoration| off diplomatic| ties, this mediation| initiated deepen
transformations|in the discursive | normative| and identity-based foundations of bilaterall re-
lations.| Against this backdrop, this article examines thel impact off China's mediation on| Saudil
Arabia’s| foreign| policyl toward Iran,| with| particular emphasig on| Riyadh's evolving position|
regarding renewed Iran—U.S|negotiations| The|central research questionis; How has China’s|
mediation between| Iranand Saudi Arabia affected Saudi Arabia’s stance toward renewed ne-

gotiationsbetween|lranjandthe/United States?
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2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

This study draws on| the| constructivist approach|in/international relations, particularly Alex-
andentWendt's theorylof identitytand social structures.| Constructivism|challenges materialist
and rationalist] explanations off statel behavion byl emphasizing the| role ofi identities,| norms,
and shared meanings|inshaping|state|interestsand foreign/policy.According tojWendt|inter-
state relations/are/structured through|threelideal-type cultures]Hobbesian )enemy),Lockean
Jrival)| and Kantian| )friend).Within| this framework, Iran—Saudi relations prior to 2023| can| be|
largelyl understood as operating within| al Hobbesian| culture,| where| each| side perceived the|
other as an| existential threat and where securityt was defined|in| zero-sum| terms. Thel article|
arguesthat/China’'s mediation|contributed tojagradual transformation/ofiSaudi/Arabia’sidenti-
tyl perception of Iran—from| “absolutelenemy’ to “conditional rival | This identity shift reduced
symbolig hostilityi and enabled a reconfiguration| ofi Saudil threat perceptions, thereby influ-
encingRiyadh'siapproachitolran—U.S.negotiations.

3. METHODOLOGY

| Methodologically, this research adopts a qualitative,| descriptive—analytical approach.| The|
study relies| on| the analysis of officiall statements| policyl documents, diplomatic exchanges)
and post-2023|interaction| patterns among Iran, Saudi Arabia,|and China| A discourse-analyt-
icalllens i employed to tracel changes in Saudil Arabia's foreign| policyl narratives and identity
constructions following China’s mediation.| By focusing on/ideational and normative| transfor-
mations/ratherithan/solelyymaterialvariables,the/studyseeks tolestablishiacausal linkibetween|
China'ssmediationjeffortsand|shiftsin/SaudiArabia'siforeign/policylbehavior.

4. RESULTS & DISCUSSION

| Thelfindings/indicate| that China'ssmediation/functioned as/a norm-shaping and identity-con-
structing|process ratherthan/a purely tactical diplomaticlinitiative| Throughjeconomic coop-
eration frameworks, securityl dialogues, and confidence-building mechanisms, China helped
reducel symbolic enmity between| Iran| and| Saudil Arabia and| facilitated thel emergence) off g
newi discursivel environment centered onmanaged rivalry,| As g result| Saudi Arabia gradually,
moved away from| g strategy off outright| confrontation| toward one| of rivalryl management,|
Thig transformation| has had direct] implications| forl Saudi| Arabia’s stance| toward Iran—U.S|
negotiations | First,|the reductionjin/perceived threat/from| Iran/diminished Riyadh's/sensitivity
to renewed| diplomatic engagement between Tehran and Washington. Second, Saudi| Arabia
increasinglyl views Iran—U.S| dialogue| noti necessarily asl a strategic| loss but) potentiallyl as a
stabilizing factoricapable ofllowering regionallsecurity costs., Third|China'sisuccessful media-
tionlenhancedthe/credibilityiofinon-Westernjactors/in/Saudi/strategic/calculations,expanding
Riyadh’'sdiplomaticmaneuverabilitylbetween|the/United Statesiand China.

5. CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

In conclusion, China's) mediation between| Iran and Saudil Arabial in| 2023| played a pivotal role|
in| reshaping Saudil Arabia’s| foreign| policy identityl and behaviorall patterns toward| Iran, By
facilitating processes off social learning and normative| reconstruction,| Chinal contributed| to|

SaudilArabia’s transition/from|a Hobbesian|logic ofiabsolutelenmity tol a Lockean| logicloficon-



The Impactof China’s Mediation between the Islamic Republic of Iranand Saudi...

ditional rivalry. This identity shift, in/ turn| created greaten flexibilityl in| Riyadh's|approach to|
renewed Iran—U.S |negotiations,| The| findings suggest that future analyses| off Middle/ Eastern|
securityl dynamics should pay closen attention| tg the rolel ofi non-Western mediators| and|
identity-based mechanisms oficonflict transformation.|Furtherresearch could comparatively]
examing China'ss mediation model alongside| traditionalWesternjapproaches tolbetteriunder-

standemerging patternsiofinorm-driven/diplomacylinthetwenty-firsticentury.

Key Words:Mediation,China|Constructivism|SaudiArabia,lran|United States.
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Extended Abstract
1- Introduction

Thelemergence| of China as thelmostprominent rising powenrin Asiag and its growing|influence
in thel internationall system| have| significantly] affected thel distribution| ofi global economic|
political| and geopolitical power,| Over thel past| decade| the transformation| off Ching into| &
majori globall power has| contributed to thel expansion and strategic deepening ofi its relations|
with/West|Asian/countries|including thel Islamic/Republiciofilran.lran’s strategicigeographicall
position|its energy resources,and its potential role| in regional and transcontinental connec-
tivity|particularlylwithin/thelframework of China's|Beltand Road| Initiative | havelincreased the|
importance ofl Tehran/in/Beijing's strategic| calculations.|At the| same| time | the| transformation|
ofi the/international system|and| the| growing significance off Asia have encouraged the| Islamic|
Republic ofi Iran| tol reconsider its foreign-policy priorities and attach| greateri importance to|
relationgwithiemergingAsianpowers.

Within this context, the|“Look to the|East’approach has/graduallylacquired a more prominent
position in| Iran's| foreign policy, Although| the| intensification| off Western| sanctions, particu-
larlyl following thel United| States| withdrawal from| thel Jointt Comprehensivel Plan off Action|
contributed tothestrengthening ofithis approach,reducing/iran’s orientation/toward|the East
tol 8 merelyl reactivel responsel to sanctions provides an incompletel explanation. Thel trans-
formation|ofi thelinternational system, the growing economic and politicallweight off Asia,and|
thel emergence| ofl new centers off powen have| created a broader structural context for Iran's
eastern|orientation.Accordingly, this study seeks toexamine China's/positionwithin/the con-
temporaryl interpretation| off Iran’s Look| to the| Eastl approach| and| to] determine how China's
economic,geopolitical,|political | technological|and security capabilities/can be|utilized to ex-
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pand Iran's room/forrmaneuveninthe,changing internationallsystem. The research|alsojexam-
ines the principall areas ofl convergencel and| divergence between Tehran and| Beijing injorden
tolprovidelamorerealisticiassessmentofithe possibilitiesand limitationsofibilateral relations.

2- Theoretical Framework

Theltheoretical framework ofithis research)is based on/the transformation|ofitheinternational|
system| and| the| process off “Asianization| off Asia.| Thel Western-centered international orden
that| expanded unden U.S| leadership| after thel Second World Wari has increasinglyl encoun-
tered structural challenges, particularly sincel thel beginning of the twenty-first century and
morejvisiblylduring the/past decade. Therelative redistributionoflieconomiciand political pow-
enfrom|the/Euro-Atlantic region/toward thel Indo-Pacificlhag beenjaccompanied byithelemer-
gencel ofimajor Asian powers such/as| China and| India, as/well as the|increasing importance ofi
middle powers such| as Indonesia, Vietnam, and South| Korea| This transformation| does not|
necessarily implyi theldisappearancel of the| Western-led order or thelwithdrawall ofi thel Unit-
ed States from| Asia.| Rather| itl indicates| thel emergence ofl @ morel complex and increasingly
pluralistic structurel injwhich| Asianjactors| possess| greater capacity| to/ influence regionalland
globalaffairs.

Within thisl framework| “Asianization” referg to thel increasing| rolel and influencel ofl Asian|
actorgl in| shapingl global and regional politicall and economic| processes. Chinal occupies a
particularly significant position|in this transformation because of the|scale ofiits economy it
technological capabilities, its| geopolitical reach, and its political model| Unlike several othen
Asian| powers, Chinal hag increasinglyl developed alternativel institutions| partnerships, and|
economic networks through| which| it seeks tol expand| its international role| Consequently,
the rise off China provides regional powers| such as| Iran with| new opportunities fon external
engagement.

Thel concept off thel Look to] thel Easti approach| should| thereforel bel understood within| thig
structural transformation, It does notf mean| the formation| of| an| “Eastern| bloc” orf uncondi-
tional alignment with| Eastern| powers. Rather | it represents an| effort to| givel greater priority
tolAsianjand otherinon-Western emerging powers/while preserving Iran's/strategiciautonomy
and the| principlel off “Neither Easti nor West.] In| thig interpretation,| Ching receives particular
attention because off itg position as the most important emerging Asian|poweriand because off
thel convergencelofiseveral Iranianjand Chinesel interests|in/theleconomic| political |and secu-
rity| spheres| At the same| time| thel relationship| should not bel interpreted as anjalliance | The|
twolcountries possess differentiperceptions ofithelinternational system/different prioritiesin|
West Asia,|and|/differentiapproachestowardthe/lUnited|States.

3- Methodology

Thig researchiemploys a descriptive-analytical methodology. First, it describes|the structural
transformations taking placelin thelinternationallsystem,with| particularemphasis/ onjthel re-
distribution ofiglobalpoweritoward Asialand thelemergencelofiChinaasia majorAsianpower It
thenlanalyzes the conceptual evolution| off Iran’s Look to the| Eastiapproach|within| thisichang-
inglinternational environment | In/ thel next step| China’s position| in/ Iran’s foreign policyl is ex-
amined through anjanalysis| of bilateral relations and the| principall areas off convergence and
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divergencelbetween|the/two/countries.

The analyticall framework| focuses| particularly on| threel dimensions| of| Iran-China relations|
political and diplomatic relations,|economicland commercial relations,|and securityland geo-
politicalrelations. Theresearchisubsequentlytassesses/thelextent tojwhich/China's capabilities|
can|createlopportunities/forlranjasa medium/ emerging regional power,| The central research|
question| is; Howi can| the| capabilities off China bel utilized tol achieve| the objectives ofi the| Is-
lamic/Republic ofiiran? The research hypothesis proposes/that China'sieconomic,geopolitical,|
military-security, and technological capabilities,| combined with its| political and diplomatic|
influence| can| create| greater opportunities for emerging non-Western powers and regional
actors|suchlag| Iran|to expand their international agency, This proposition| is assessed against
bothithelconvergentiinterestsiandthe/structurallimitationsicharacterizingbilateralrelations.

4-Discussion

Thel findings| demonstratel that| China's| position| in| Iran’'s| Look to| the] East] approach| cannot
bel understood solelyl through the| lens off sanctions on short-term| politicall calculations, The|
growing importance ofiChinais rooted|in broaderstructural changes|in the/international sys-
tem|and thelincreasing economic and| geopoliticall weight of| Asia. Iran|and China have| simul-
taneouslyiemerged asiimportantactorsinachangingregionalandiinternational environment|
creatinganumberofiopportunitiesforicooperation.

Firstpoliticall and strategic convergencel constitutes an important foundation| of| bilateral re-
lations.| Both| Tehran and Beijing oppose unilateralism| and| thel concentration| off global power
unden U.S| hegemony and support a greaten rolel for multilateral institutions,| China’s sup-
port fon Iran’s participation| in institutions such| ag the| Shanghai Cooperation Organization|
and BRICS represents onel manifestation| off this| convergence| Moreover, both countries seek|
greateriroom/foriindependent action/withinthelinternational system,althoughitheirultimate|
interpretationgofithe/desiredinternationallordenare/notiidentical.

Second,economiciand commercial interests havelbecomelaimajordriverofibilateralrelations.|
Energyl represents onel off thel mosti important areag off mutual interest.| Iran’s position| asl &
major energy-producing country corresponds with| China’s substantial and growing energy|
requirements| Western sanctions| have| also encouraged Tehran| to strengthen| economig in-
teraction/with|Beijing, while China'sicontinued economicengagement with| Iran/ has provided
Tehran| with| an| important channel for maintaining energyl exportsg and externall economic|
relations| Iran's geographicall position| is another significant factor Its location| at the| inter-
section|ofl major land and maritime| routes provides China with| potential access to West Asia|
Europe, and other regions and gives Iran an| opportunity to| participate inj China'sl broaden
connectivity initiatives,| The| 25-yean cooperation agreement between| thel two| countries| is
another important expression| of the| potential for] long-term| economic and| infrastructural|
cooperation.

Third, political-securityi considerations havel reinforced bilateral convergence.|China's grow-
ingl competition with| thel United| States and Iran’s longstanding opposition| to] U.S| regionall
influencel havel created overlapping strategic interests.| From| Tehran's perspective| China’s|
status/asia majorglobal powenand permanentimember ofithe/United Nations/SecuritylCouncil|
can| provide political and| diplomatic space fon Iran.| From| Beijing's perspective| Iran’sl geo-



D

A%, Iranianresearch letter of international politics

graphical position and its strategic location|in/West Asia provide opportunities forexpanding
China'siregional presenceland connectivity,| Thus,the two countries cancontribute/tojonelan-
other'sstrategiciroomfonmaneuverwithoutinecessarilyiformingaformalalliance.
Nevertheless, the analysis demonstrates substantial limitations to this convergence | Thel re-
lationship| between| Iran| and| Chinal contains important sources off divergencel that| prevent it
from| automaticallyl developing] inta| an| alliance|l orl comprehensivel strategic alignment. The|
most significant] differencel concerns the two countries’ respectivel interpretations ofi the| in-
ternational system Although| theyi sharel opposition| to| thel existing liberall international orden
and U.S| unilateralism, they] differ in| thein positivel visions oft how the| international system
should be| transformed. China largelyl approaches international politics| through| the| logic off
great-power competition/and seeks|/tojaccumulate economic, technological,|and political ca-
pabilities/injorderto strengthen|its position within/the internationallsystemlran,|by contrast,
possesses/a more normative and ideological interpretation| ofl international politics and|views|
itsiconfrontationjwith|the existing orderthroughlabroaderstruggle/ between|justiceland dom-
ination.

These/differences arelalsolevident inthetwolcountries]approaches toward thelUnited States|
China'slextensiveleconomic interdependence with/thelUnited States/and|its/interest infmain-
taining @ stablel environment forl economic development encourage| Beijingl to] pursuel con-
trolled competition and avoid uncontrolled confrontation | Iran’'s relationship with| Washing-
ton|however|is/characterized by a much deeper and more enduring strategic| confrontation |
Consequently,| China does| noti necessarilyl share Iran's) willingness tol confront thel United|
Stateginjallcircumstances.

A second major source| of divergencel concerns China's approach| to] West Asia. Beijing pri-
marily follows anleconomicallyl oriented,| pragmatic, and balanced regionall policy.| It seeks to|
maintainjrelations/simultaneouslylwith|lran|SaudiArabia, the|United Arab Emirates,and other
regionallactors and generallyl avoids becoming directly involved in regional rivalries| China's
objectivel is| to] preservel regional stability, secure| energy flows, protect its investments, and
expand| its economic presence | Thig approach| may| differi from| Iran’s| expectations| regarding|
China's|politicalland security rolelin the|region| Therefore, thel strategic significance| off China
fon Iran| should be assessed throughi g realisticl understanding of| bothy its| capabilities and| its|

strategic|priorities.

5- Conclusion

Thel findings indicate| that the| international distribution| off power is undergoing] a significant
transformation| and| that the growing role| off Asian| powers is contributing tol thel emergence
oflamore| pluralisticland increasinglyt multilateral international environment. Thel Islamic|Re-
publiciofilran's|Lookito the/Eastiapproach|can/belinterpreted asaresponse notionlyitoWestern|
sanctions and| political pressure but also to| thesel broaden structural transformations.| In this|
context,thelapproachprovides Iranjwithjanjopportunitylto/diversifyiitsinternational partner-
ships,expanditseconomicland politicaloptions,|and participateimorelactively/inthe emerging
regionallandglobalorder.

Ching occupies a particularly important position within| this approach| because it is thel most
prominent emerging Asian power and| possesses considerable economic, technological,geo-
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political|political |and security capabilities.| The convergencel off Iranianjand Chineseglinterests|
injareas such ag energy, trade| connectivity| multilateralism,| and opposition| to] unilateralism|
has| created| substantial opportunities foricooperation.|China's rolelinj institutions such|as the|
Shanghai/Cooperation/Organizationjand BRICS|its|positionwithinthe|Beltand Road| Initiative|
and the expansion| off bilateral economic and diplomatic relations| demonstrate| the| potential|
foriincreasinglran’sinternational room/forimaneuver.

However, the research/concludes that Iran's|Look| to the| Eastiapproach|should not be equated|
with| dependencel on| Ching on thel formation| ofl an| Eastern| alliance.| Thel absence) off a unified|
Eastern bloc| China's pragmatic foreign-policy orientation | its extensivel relations with| Iran’s|
regional competitors, and differences| between| Tehran and Beijing concerning thel interna-
tional system| and| the| role of thel United| States imposel important limitations on| bilateral co-
operation| Therefore| the effectiveness ofl Iran’s eastern| orientation| depends on| thel ability
tol transform| China's| capabilities intol concretel national benefits while| preserving strategic
autonomytandavoidingexcessivel|dependencelonasinglelexternalpartner.
Ultimately,China's/position|in/lran’'s|Lookito/the/Eastapproachjshould belunderstood as/that of
almajorstrategicpartnenandanimportantsource/ofileconomic,technological,|diplomatic,|and
geopoliticall opportunities rather than| ag an unconditionall ally.| Al realistic| and| balanced ap-
proach/toward Beijing can/provide|lranwithgreateristrategicioptions,contribute/tojeconomic|
and political diversification,and strengthen|its capacity forindependentiaction/in/a changing
international systemIn/thissense|the Look to the Eastiapproach|can/functioninotmerelylasa
mechanism|foriresponding toWestern/pressure,|butiasia broaderstrategyiforiincreasing lran’s
capacity|to participate/inthelemergingregionalandglobalorder.

Keywords: Asian/Century,China,Look tothe/East,Islamic/Republiciofiiran,|Asianization | Inter-

national Order.
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Extended abstract
1- INTRODUCTION

Thel rapid growth off communication| and| information| technologies| in| thel contemporaryl era
has created profound transformationsg in all dimensions| ofi human| life.| Diplomacy, as| one| off
theloldestiinternationallinstitutions,|has/beenjinfluenced byithese transformationsimore/than|
other fields.| Thel emergence ofi social networks from| Twitter and Facebook| to Telegram and|
Instagram| hag created a new space| for] diplomatic interactions. Electronic| networks have
madel it possible/to connectithe/most distant governments|toeach/othernand enable theinter-
vention/ofinon-governmental organizationsininternational affairs| These/developments have|
introduced concepts such as “global village” and “cyber sovereignty’ and havel made| it neces-
sarytolredefingthelstructure ofidiplomacy.

Digital diplomacyiis a newi form|ofidiplomacyiin the present era that, by utilizingicommunica-
tion/technologies,simultaneouslyistrengthens cultural diplomacy and soft power, This meth-
odofidiplomacy, byifacilitating the/flow oflinformationjandinternationalinteractions,notonly|
expands thescope ofipublic/diplomacybutalso,throughidigital tools, provides/the ground for
thel exchangel off cultural values and increases| the| attractiveness| off foreign| policies. In fact)
digitaldiplomacy, bylcombining the|functions ofisoftjpowerand media capacities,|hasibecome
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anjeffective/tooliniadvancingdiplomaticigoals.

Thelmain question|ofi this research|is] How doegs digital diplomacy, throughlcomponents such|
as cultural diplomacy and| soft| power, affect the| development ofi Iran’'s international relations|
atithe/trans-regional/level? Tojanswerthisiquestion|the presentistudy,using the/meta-synthe-
sismethod hasianalyzedandsynthesizedthe/findingsofivariousstudies.

2- THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Theltheoretical framework ofi this research|is based on|three keyl concepts; digital diplomacy|
cultural diplomacy, and soft power. According to Mancini )2021), digital diplomacy includes|
“theluselofidigitaltechnologiesiand social networks|tojadvance foreign/policyigoals. This/form|
ofidiplomacylhas|created afundamental transformation|intraditionalpatternsofiinternational|
communication.

Regarding cultural diplomacy in/the digital age| Sabagh|and Goodarzi )2024) believe that| cul-
tural convergencelandcivilizational commonalities provide| a suitable platform| foridiplomatic|
interactions|Furthermore,|Farghaniland Hosseini|)2025) argue| that the/media, byishowcasing
cultural heritage, traditions|and|locallvalues, play a decisivel role injpromoting cultural diplo-
macyland enhancing the soft power ofinations,| These studies show that digital platforms/ena-
ble/directiinteraction/between|culturesiwithoutigeographical limitations,|therebylstrengthen-
ingmutuallunderstandingamong|nations.

According to| thel theory ofl soft power byl Joseph| Nye| )2019),| countries| thati can| succeed| in|
producing and managing digital content will havel more soft power in thelinternational arena,
These| findings confirm| thati cyberspace| has becomel an| arena fort competition among soft
powers,|Kazemiland Rezaei)2023) showed that digital diplomacycan/become an|effective|tool|
forsoftpoweriwhencombinedwithjculturaldiplomacy.

ThelActor-Network Theory/emphasizingthejworksofiLaw,Callon|and Latour,|provides|asuit-
ableframework forianalyzing cyberndiplomacy. Thistheory,byicombining technicalland social|
dimensions,helpstobetterunderstand the/developments ofidigital diplomacy.From|Castells]
point] ofl view| )2014)| powen in| thel information| agel is| exercised through| thel construction off
meanings/and mentalimages. Nye|)2014) believes that countries that can|lead thelinformation|
revolutionjwill haveimore/softjpower.

3-METHODOLOGY

Thig study,)adopting|a qualitative-analyticallapproachjand utilizing the systematici meta-syn-
thesis method, has examined|the role ofidigitalldiplomacyiasa tool of soft poweriin the|devel-
opmentofiiran’sinternational relations.| The,meta-synthesismethod, asianjadvanced research
method,| makes it| possiblel tolcombine|analyze|and interpret the findings of| previous| studies|
inlalnewframework.

Thelresearchlimplementation| process, step| by step, included identifying and collecting data|
systematic searching in| reliablel domestic databases )such| as IranDoc, Magiran, Noormags)
and international databases )including Scopus,|JSTOR| and ScienceDirect) using specialized
keywords|including “digital diplomacy,! “softi power,  “cultural diplomacy,land “Iran's interna-
tional relations,1and reviewing sources in| thel time| period ofi 2019-2025| for domestic| studies|
and 2018-2024 fon international research. The| screening and| selection| stagel of studies was|
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conducted by applying inclusion| and exclusion criterial including direct relevance| to the| re-
search|topic,/methodological quality|conceptual orexperimental innovationdiversity ofithe-
oretical perspectives,|andeliminating duplicate/ornlow-relevance studiesthrough/the PRISMA|
process,and finally| 24| studies| )14 domestic/sources/and 10| foreign/sources) were| selected for

finallanalysis.

4- RESULTS & DISCUSSION

Thel findings show| that in| the| digital age| mass media and cyberspace| act as a platform fon
displaying soft powen and effectivelyl disseminating| culturall diplomacy. In| this context| in-
creasingculturaliinteractionsithroughjsocialnetworksand/digitalplatformsnotonlylimproves|
thel nationallimage| oficountrieg butjalso|serves as a strategic/tool forinfluencing global public
opinionjand strengthening|international standing. This researchemphasizes the| central role|
ofi culturall diplomacy injshaping trans-regional relations and the| application| of soft powen in|
attractinginternationalaudiences.

Thelanalytical findings ofi thel research| indicatel that| Iranian| sources mainly focus on| cultural
aspects)60%) and challenges )40%), while|Englishisources focus more on/technological solu-
tiong)50%) and impact measurement )20%). Eighty percent ofiPersian/studies are qualitative)
whilel 50% off English| sources| havel used combined methods. Onlyl 20% of Persian| sources|
include| quantitativel data, This| 40%) gapl in| attention to technology and the| 17% differencelin|
effectivenesslare|significant.

Thel study ofl sources shows| that] Iran’s digital diplomacy has two| contradictory character-
isticsy on| thel onel hand| Persian sources mainlyl emphasizel cultural aspects, which| ig Iran’s
unique strength. These studies showi that thel production| ofi suitable cultural content canjim-
prove the nationallimage.| On| the| other hand, English sources that focus on/ technology show|
that/lranjisbehindgloballstandardgin/thisfield.

Thel findings alsg identifyl threel main| challenges: technicall and infrastructural limitations)
shortage| ofi specialized human| resources, and weakness inimpactimeasurement, In contrast,
twolexceptionallopportunitiesiexist]ayounglanddigital populationjand cultural richness.

Thel results indicate| that thel construction| ofl thel Zangzor Corridon has a directf connection|
withjweakening lran'sigeopoliticalweight|The/planning ofithe policies ofithelRepubliciofiAzer-
baijan/and Turkey regarding this/ corridoris not in/ Iran's favor, considering that thef most im-
portantigeopoliticalleffectisithe/cuttinglofithelinternationalbordenbetween|lranand Armenia,|
which| blocks|thel thousand-yeari land route of| Europe and the| Black Sea, causing geopoliticall
suffocation/forlran.

5- CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

Thelstudy ofisources shows|that Iran’s digital diplomacy has/two|contradictoryi characteristics,|
On| thel onel hand, Persian| sources mainlyl emphasizel cultural aspects, whichy ig Iran's unique
strength| These studies show thati thel production| off suitablel cultural content| can improvel the|
nationallimage. On|thel other hand| Englishsources| that focus on technology showi that Iran|is|
behindglobalstandardsinthigfield, Thiscontentigap requiresimmediatelattention.

Based on| thel conducted research| and interviews withl academic and military experts, the|
construction|ofithelZangzor Corridorbyiweakening the geopolitical weight of Iranhas a direct
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connection/In thisregard, the planning ofi the| policies ofi thel Republic off Azerbaijanjand Tur-
keyiregardingthelZangzor Corridorisnot/in/favorofiiran,considering/thatitheimostimportant]
geopoliticall effect ofi the| construction| ofl thel Zangzon Corridon is thel cutting of the interna-
tionalbordernbetween/lranjand Armenia|which|blocks the/thousand-yearland route|ofiEurope|
andtheBlack Sea)and causesgeopoliticalsuffocation/for/iran.

Fon transforming these| challenges| into opportunities| three key actions are| proposed; first|
the development off digitall infrastructurel which| should bel completed by 2026.| This includes|
launching a national platform and advanced data centers.| Second, human| resource| training|
whichishould begin from|2025. Designing specialized courses foridiplomatsand sending them|
tolreputablel global scientific| centers arelamong thesel measures. Third,| producing attractive|
content which| requires establishingl advanced digitall studios and professionally translating
contentiintoworldlanguages.

Bylimplementing these solutions, the following results can belachieved;increasing the rate off
internationall interaction,| improving thel national image, and reducing thel technological gap|
with| global standards. Iran’'s digital diplomacyi isl on| the| verge ofi a historical transformation |
Thig research|shows that| bylintelligentlylcombining Iran's rich| cultureland modern|technolo-
gies,anjeffectivetoolfonincreasingsoft powericanbe/achieved.

Key Words Digital Diplomacy, Cultural Diplomacy, Soft Power] Social Media, International
Relations.
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1. Introduction

International criminall policylcomprises legislative | judicial |and executivel measures/aimed at
responding) to| serious international crimes, ensuring accountability, and protecting victims.|
Thelcontinuation|ofi crimes committed byiIsrael in/Palestine | particularlyiin the/Gaza Strip,| has
revealedsignificantideficiencieglin/the/international responseland a gap/betweeninternation-
allegallnormsjand their practicalimplementation|Accordingly, thisstudylasks: How canjinter-
national criminal policyl concerning thel crimes/committed byl Israel| in| Palestineland the| Gazal
Strip| bel evaluated? Itfexamines| thel legislative | judicial|and executivel dimensions and identi-
fiestheprincipal deficienciesaffectingjusticeland effortstoaddressthe/protracted/conflict.

2. Theoretical framework

| International criminal policyl comprises three interconnected dimensions legislative| judi-
cial|and executive | Thel legislativeldimension concerns| criminalization and appropriatel pun-
ishment; thel judicial dimension| concerns the prosecution| and adjudication| off internationall
crimes based on| impartiality,| universality, and independence; and| the| executivel dimension|
concerns the practical implementation| off internationall measures and| alleviation| off victims]
suffering | Thig studyl evaluates the international response| to thel crimes committed by Israel|
inPalestine/and|the/Gaza Strip throughithese three/ dimensionsand identifies/the deficiencies|
limitingitseffectiveness.

3. Methodology

Thig study employs a descriptive-analyticall method and library-based research, drawing on|
relevantibooks,articles,legal materials,documents,|and scholarlyisources| It examinesinter-
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national responses|tol the crimes committed byl Israel in Palesting and| the| Gaza Strip| through|
thellegislative judicial |Jand executive|dimensiong ofiinternational criminallpolicy| Thejanalysis|
focuses on|the effectiveness off criminalizationjand punishment,impartial and universal judi-

cialaction|andthe|practicalimplementationjofiinternationalmeasures.

4. Discussion

Thefindingsindicate thatiinternationallcriminal policy/injits/legislative |judicial Jand executive|
dimensions| suffers from significant deficienciesl in| responding effectively] to thel situation|
in| Palestinel and thel Gaza Strip.| Thesel deficiencies havel limited the| capacityl of internationall
criminaljusticelmechanismstolensurelaccountability,|provideleffective/protection/forvictims|
and|contributejtothetermination/ofithellongstanding conflict.

At thel legislativel level | weaknesses arel evident in/ the criminalization| ofl relevant conduct and|
in| thel establishment and implementation| off appropriatel sanctions,| Although| internationall
criminal lawprovides a normative framework foriaddressing serious international crimes, the|
effectivenesg off this framework is weakened when| appropriate| criminalization and| punish-
mentmechanismsjare/notiadequatelyltranslated into practice|Consequently|the/gap between|
the existence off legal norms and| thein effective application reduces the| capacity of interna-
tional criminallpolicyitoperformjitspreventive,|deterrent |andjustice-oriented functions.
Atithejudiciallevel,the/conduct ofithe/Prosecuton ofithe/ International Criminal Courtisiiden-
tified asonelofithelimportantissues requiring|critical assessment.|According to the/findings off
the/study, alcautiousapproach|toward characterizing and addressing the crimesattributed to
Israel has/contributed to/the/reductionornunderestimation|ofithe|gravity ofithese crimeswith-
in'theframework ofiinternationallcriminal proceedings.|Furthermore/the/selection ofiexperts|
from|statesjinvolved in/the/conflictiis arguedtojraise/concerns regardingthe principles ofiuni-
versalityland impartiality. From|the perspectivel ofiinternationallcriminal policy,the credibility
offjudicialiinstitutionslis closelyiconnected tojthe/perceptionjandrealitylofitheinindependence
and impartiality.| Any circumstance that creates doubts concerning these principles may ad-
verselylaffectpubliciconfidenceliniinternationalicriminaljjustice.

At the executivel level| deficiencies arel also observablel in| thel international responsel tol the|
continuationand communication| ofl thel crimes committed against Palestinians.| Thel limited|
reflection| ofi the crimes and the| insufficient use| off availablel popular capacities to reduce the|
suffering ofi Palestinians| demonstratel a weakness| in| translating internationall concern| into|
effectivel practical measures,| Executivel measures are| particularly important because the| ef-
fectiveness|ofiinternationallcriminal policyicannotibelachieved solelyithroughithe/formulation|
ofi legal rules| on the| initiation| off judiciall procedures. Without effectivel implementation and|
practicalmeasuresaimedat reducinghuman|sufferingand preventingthe/continuation|ofivio-
lations,thelobjectives/ofiinternational criminalpolicyiremainjincomplete.

Thel findingg thereforel demonstratel that the deficiencies identified in| thel threel dimensions
are| interconnected.| Weaknesses at| the| legislativel levell limit thel normativel capacity ofi in-
ternational criminal policy; deficiencieg| in judicial responses underminel thel credibilityt and|
impartiality oflinternational criminal justice;jandweaknesses at/ the|executivel level reduce| the|
practical effectiveness ofilegallandjudicialmeasures.| Thelresulting gap betweenjinternationall
criminal norms/and theirfimplementation makes it difficult for the| international criminal jus-
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ticelsystemtofulfillitsobjectives|inrelationtojthe/Palestinian|situation.

Accordingly| improvingl international criminall policyl requires simultaneous| attention| toj alll
three dimensions,| At the| legislativel level | strengthening| the| criminalization| ofl international
crimes and ensuringl appropriatel and effectivel sanctions| arel necessary. At the judicial level |
greaterattention|should be| paid| to impartiality| universality|independenceand|the effectivel
investigation and prosecution| of alleged crimes.| At thel executivel level | internationall actors|
should strengthen| the| practical implementation| of internationall legal and judicial measures|
and make| more| effectivel use of availablel capacities to reduce| thel suffering off the Palestinian|
population

5.Conclusion

Thelfindingsi/demonstrate| substantial deficiencies injinternational criminal policy toward the|
crimes committed byl Israel| in| Palesting and thel Gaza Strip.| Weaknesses in| criminalization|
and punishment,concernsregardingjudicialimpartialityland universality|and deficiencies|in|
thel practical implementation| off international measures havel limited the| effectiveness of the
internationall response.| Addressing these| deficiencies requires stronger criminal accounta-
bility|impartialland universal judicial action|and more effective|practical measures|to protect
victimsjand reducelhumanjsuffering.

Keywords; Israel] Aggression; International Organizations; International Criminal Policy;
GazajlInternational Crimes
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Extended Abstract
1- INTRODUCTION

Iranhasg/longoccupiedaniimportant/place/in India’'s/foreign/policyitoward West|Asia.|At the be-
ginningofithetwenty-firstcentury,lran'sstrategicsignificancel/increased considerablyidue| to|
itslvastienergyiresourcesand itsroleinproviding Indigwithjanjalternativel route that bypasses|
Pakistanjand facilitates connectivityito/Central Asia, the/Caucasus,Jand Europe.|Reflecting|this|
importance, Iran became the| first; country in| West| Asia with| which| India signed a Strategic|
Partnershipl Agreement inf 2003, Althoughj bilateral relations| faced a humber ofi challenges|
during the first decade| of thel century, overall ties continued to deepen and expand.| A major
turning| point occurred in 2014 when| the| Bharatiya Janatal Party| )BJP), led byl Narendra Modi|
secured amajorityinithe LokiSabhal forithe firstitimelin/India. Thissdomestic political transfor-
mation/coincided with|broaderishiftsintheinternational system,characterised byithelrelativel
decling off U.S.| power and the risel off emerging powers suchl as India and China,| Against this|
backdrop,|Newi Delhireplaced its/earlier Look West Policylwith|thel Actt West Policy, reflecting
a shift toward| a more| proactive and strategicallyl engaged approach| to| West Asia| Thel evolu-
tion| ofl India’s regional and global position was accompanied) byl a significant reorientation| off
its West] Asia policy, and Iranjwas among the countries most affected by this shift,| This study
examines|the transformation of India’s foreign policyl toward| Iran between 2014 and 2024 and|
seekstolexplainthe/principaldriversiandimplicationsofithischange.

2- THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Thel Balance| off Interest theoryl in| International Relations argues that states| dol not bal-
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ance| againsti powen alone, but rathen against perceived threats to| thein interests.| Devel-
oped primarily byl scholars| such| as Randall Schweller| thel theoryl challenges traditional bal-
ance-of-power| and balance-of-threat approaches by emphasising that states| foreign policyi
behaviounisishaped byihowitheyidefineland prioritise/nationalinterests|Accordingto/thisper-
spective,states mayichoose to balance,|bandwagon, oriremain/neutral depending onwhethen
theyl view g state| ag @ threat orl an opportunity|Balancel of Interest theory highlights the| role|
ofidomestic factors, strategic| calculations, and elitel perceptions| in shaping statel behaviour,|
States thatjarelsatisfied with/the existing international orderareimorellikely to resistirevision-
ist powers,| whereas dissatisfied states may| align/ with| them] to] advance| their own| interests|
Consequently, partnerships emerge not simplyi in responsel tol material capabilities| but from|
convergingorconflictinginterests.

3-METHODOLOGY

Thig studyl adoptg a hypothetico-deductivel methodologicall approach| and| is guided by the|
conceptual framework] off Balance| ofl Interests theory | It relies on|documentary researchjand|
draws upon|both| primaryiand|secondary sources.| Thel analysis examines officiall documents
policyi statements, speeches, and relevant academic| literature to investigate| the evolution| off
India'sforeign/policyitoward Iran/from|2014ito2024.

4-RESULTS & DISCUSSION

Several reasons account for Iran’sl declining strategicl importance| in| India's foreign| policyi
between| 2014 and| 2024 | One important factor is thel transformation| of India’'s energyi policy |
Following thel U.S| withdrawal from| thel Jointi Comprehensivel Plan off Action| JJCPOA)| in/ 2018|
and thereimpositionofisanctionsion/lran|Indiagradually reducediits oilimports/from/lranjand|
completely halted them| in| May 2019 | This marked| a significant shift in| India's energy policy,
ag Iran/had previously| been a major supplier ofi crude oil| While India fullyicomplied with|U.S |
sanctions/and reduced bilateral trade with| Iran/ tojminimall levels, it simultaneouslylincreased|
its energyl imports from| Russial despitel Western| sanctions imposed) following| the| outbreak] off
thelUkrainewar |

Anotheri source ofl divergencel has been| the evolution| of India’'s connectivity strategy. India)
Iran,and Russia launched|thel International North—South| Transport Corridon)INSTC) inj2002
tol connectl India with| Europel throughl Iran.|However| India has increasingly shifted its focus|
toward the India—Middle| East—Europe| Economic Corridon )IMEC),|announced|in| 2023, which|
connects|India to West| Asialand Europe.| Byl prioritizing IMEC| Indialisreducingits reliance on|
Iranjasia transitthubland supporting alternative| trade routes/that bypass/ Iranian/territory, This
shift contributes tolIran’'s growing exclusion fromemerging international transporticorridors
and reflects New Delhi'sibroaden preferencel fori cooperation with| U.S.-backed regionalliniti-
atives and keyi Persian Gulfipartners,thereby reinforcing Iran’s geopoliticalland geoeconomic|
isolation.

A furtherifacton hag been| India's| participation infnew regional groupings.| The| I2U2 initiative |
commonly known as thel West| Asian|Quad,|was established in| 2021 byl India, Israel,| the| United
States, and the] United Arabl Emirates| Byl joining 12U2, India has effectivelyl become| part ofi a
grouping that includes states regarded as Iran’s regional rivals| Moreover, India's participa-
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tion|places New| Delhiland Tehraninjincreasingly divergent strategicicamps. While| Iran seeks|
tolexpand cooperation with) China and supports| a reduced U.S| presencelin West] Asia,| India,
throughjthisframework favors/limiting/Chinese/influenceland maintaininglanjactive/American|
rolelinthe/region |Injaddition,thelinitiativelhas furtherstrengthened India’s strategic/partner-
shipsjwith|thelUnited Arab Emiratesjand Israel.

Finally| growing differences in| perceptiong ofi terrorism| havel furthen widened the| gapl be-
tween| the two countries, Iranjand| India shared similar views on|terrorism, as reflected in/the|
Tehran and New| Delhi Declarations.| Sincel 2014, however, India’'s definition| ofl terrorism| has|
increasinglyl converged| with| that ofj Israel,| leading to| a divergence| from| Iran’s regional per-
spective|particularly regarding| Palestine and the| Axis ofiResistance.| During thig period, India
labelled| groups such asl Hamas| and Hezbollah| ag terrorist organisations and| refrained from|
condemning|Israelimilitaryloperations/inGaza and Lebanon |Furthermore,theideological af-
finitylbetween|the/ Hindu/nationalistiBharatiya Janata Party)BJP) underiNarendra Modiland the|
right-wingLikudPartyled by Benjamin/Netanyahuhasbroughttheinviewsonjterrorism|closer
togethenand contributed to/India’sgrowingdistance/from|lran.

5- CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

|Foridecades| strategiclautonomyi has/ been|thel cornerstone ofl India’s foreign| policy, enabling
NewDelhitojmaintainbalanced relationswithicompeting powers |Inthe case ofilran|however|
thisiapproach has weakened since| 2014.| While| India previously preserved economic| ties with|
Tehran|despitel international sanctions, it gradually reduced its engagement, ultimatelylend-
ingoillimports from|lran| Thig shift was driven/bytboth/domesticland|international factors,in-
cludingNarendraModi'srise/tojpower,|China'sigrowinginfluenceand changesinU.S|regional|
policies. Ag & result| India has strengthened itg strategicl partnerships with| Iran’s regional
rivals| including thel United States| Saudil Arabia, thel UAE| and Israel| Consequently, bilateral
cooperation has/declined significantly|and|the/prospect ofia strategic partnership has dimin-
ished | Thelgrowingdivergencelbetween|Indiaand|Iranreflects New Delhi'sichanging priorities|
inWestAsiaand Iran'sincreasing regionallandinternationallisolation.

Key Words:Balancelofiinterests|IMEEC, Iran-IndiaRelations,| Terrorism,West.
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Extended abstract
1. INTRODUCTION

In thelcontemporary world, thel naturel of power and itg instruments/ has| undergone| a funda-
mental transformation, shifting| thel focus from| hard power to| soft| power| particularlyl public|
and cultural diplomacy. Within| this landscape, science| Jor academic) diplomacy, as| a novel|
subset of| softf power, hasl played an| increasinglyl prominent role in international relations
and states| foreign| policies.| Byl fostering scientific collaborations,| academic exchanges, joint
researchl initiatives,| and scholarlyt dialogues, this form| ofl iplomacy creates new avenues| for
mitigating tensions/and advancing nationalinterests on/the global stage | Inthis study,science|
diplomacy i analyzed ag a tool fort managing Iran’'s nuclear crisis and de-escalating tensions|
between|the IslamicRepubliciofilranjand the/United States.

2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Thel theoretical framework off this study isl grounded inj Joseph| Nye's soft power theory.| Soft
power referg to the ability to attract and persuadel others through| intangible assets| such| as|
culture| values, institutions, and legitimatel policies|| In this context| sciencel diplomacy, as| a
manifestation| ofl soft power| leverages| scientific capacities, academic| collaborations| scien-
tifigelites|and cutting-edgel technologies to create a platform|foriindirect influencelin/inter-
national relations.| Thel use ofi sciencel as| a foreign| policyl tooll and a facilitaton ofl internation-
all communication| plays a pivotal role in| mitigating securityl sensitivities and fostering trust

amongnations.
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3. METHODOLOGY

Theimethodologyiemployedinthis/studyiisidescriptive-analytical |based onjaniexamination|ofi
documents,reports|domesticlandinternationallscientificisources,articles|andresearch/data.|
Data collection/was/conducted throughilibraryiand online research, withjan effort tojadoptan|
interdisciplinary approach| tol explore| the| various dimensions of| science diplomacy in| Iran’s
nuclearcase.|Furthermore,the/case/studyiofiiran’sinuclearissueas aprominentiexample ofian|
international crisiswith|politicallegal and securityidimensions,has/providedafoundation/fon
more/nuancedanalysis.

4. RESULTS & DISCUSSION

Thelfindings ofi the|studylindicate| thatiscience/diplomacy| canplayla role/in|crisis management
atithreelprimaryllevels:

De-escalation ofl political-security tensions: By activating scientific and academic relations
between|lranjand othericountries|particularlyithe United States|it became|possibleto reduce)
tensionsland mitigate|the|securitization/ofithe/nuclearissue|Research/collaborationsbetween|
Iranian and American| scientists, even during periods ofi heightened tensions, functioned as|
parallelandunofficialchannelsforipoliticalengagement.
Creatingopportunitiesforiscientificcandiacademiclelitestoplaylarole;] The|participationofiex-
pertginscientific negotiations,|suchjas the/contributions|ofAli Akbar Salehiland ErnestiMoniz
in'theJCPOA,|demonstrated that scientificlknowledge and expertise caninfluence diplomatic|
negotiationsand political decision-making.

Engaging key societal reference groups through| specialized needs: Sciencel diplomacy has|
beenjabletolinfluence reference/groups suchjas universities|specialized media,students|and
scientifig institutions, shifting international public/ perception| from| viewing| Iran'sl nuclean
program|as a “threat” tola “cooperation opportunity. In thisicontext, the| JCPOA itselfiwas/one|
ofitheloutcomes|ofileveraging|science diplomacyi toneutralize| the|securitization|process sur-
rounding lran'sinuclearactivities.

5. CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

Thelpresent research/demonstrates that science/diplomacylisi notonly an effective tool in the|
realm| of| soft powen but canlalso| playl a keyi rolel in| processes ofi desecuritization and normali-
zation|of international relations. Iran's nuclear case illustrates that in cases where| traditional
diplomatic tools and politicall pressures| have failed| scientific interactions| can| pavel thel way
fon dialoguel and compromise| Expanding| academic| collaborations| facilitating scientific ex-
changes, supporting joint research| projects, and investing| in| higher education| can become|
instruments/forinfluencing foreign/policy. The/main/conclusion|is that in the face oficomplex|
multidimensional crises, sciencel diplomacy can| serve ag a bridgel connecting policytand| civil
society, securityl and development, and discord and mutual understanding.| Therefore| the|
smart and| targeted utilization| ofl sciencel diplomacy capacities atl national and international
levels can| servel asl g strategic tool forl enhancingl internationall standing, reducing tensions,|
andachievingsustainable/peace.

Key Words: science/diplomacy/internationalrelations|JCPOA | United States, Iran
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Introduction

On|May] 8, 2018 | following| thel withdrawal| ofi thel United| States| from| thel JCPOA | the  sanctions|
related to/Iran'sinuclean program/will be returned|in/two stages, and newlsanctions will also/ be|
imposed in relation| to Iran’s| nuclean program| and other issues such as thel missilel program,|
supportiforiterrorism/etc|wasestablished Thetablelhadturnedin/favorioff America’siallies and
partners.|Inthel 2020 presidentiall election, Jog Biden from| thel Democratic| Party was able to|
defeat] thel Republican Trump| and enten thel Whitel House.| Biden,| who was vicel president for
eightiyears during thel Obama era, announced that| he/ would| return to the 2015 nuclear deal |
But not onlyl did| thel negotiations between| Iran and the| group| ofi foun plus/ onel in Vienna| in|
whichithelUSwas/indirectlyjpresent,noticome|toaconclusion,but/in/practice,the/sanctions off
thel Trumplera were/not canceled, and thelsame process of thel Trumpera has continued.| The|
main question|of the researchlis|whatiapproach| has thel American Middle East policyi taken|in|
thelera off Trumpland then|Bidenin/thel field ofl containing Iran? In/the| following,|after review-
ingltheresearchliterature,|an attempt isimade| tojanswer this question|in/the form| ofl they main|
hypothesisofitheresearch.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

In thel current research| John Mersheimer’s theoryl of| offensivel realism| has been| used| to] ex-
plain| thel behavior pattern governing| thel American| Middle| East policy in| the era off Trump|
and Biden,and also|tol recognizel the difference between| the two'siapproachland Obama’s ap-
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proach.|Here|the balancel of powenis explained from|the point of view off Mersheimer's offen-

siverealism/theory.

METHODOLOGY

In this| researchl methodological approach is| qualitativel approach.| Research| strategy! is de-
scriptive-analytical | Tocollectdataand information,|welusellibraryimethod and also/electron-

iciresources.|

RESULTS & DISCUSSION

SincelJanuary|2017,thelnewipresident,| Trump, has continued thelsameborderbalancing strat-
egy, butiwiththe difference that in/his Middle East policy, unlikef Obama,who tried| to transfer
responsibility tojAmerica’s allies and partners|in the region|America directlyi It acted as| a re-
gional hegemon| to balance| against Iran| The main| differencel between Trump| and Obama| in|
thelway ofi pursuing the/border balance strategylwas|actuallylin|their dealings/with/the/ Middle
Eastiregionjand|lran's hegemonic/behavior,Inthe/2020 presidential election|Bidenwas able|tol
enterithe/White|House byidefeating Trumpjin/thelelection/campaign.|Manylobservers thought
that| Biden's/ way| to| the| Whitel Housel means a return| to| the| foreign| policy off thel Obama era|
including a return|to]thelJCPOA and a reduction|in/tensiong with| Iran.|Biden|also promised| to|
returnto/thel JCPOA | and indirect negotiations between| Iranjand the| US also| started with| the|
participationjofiothertmembersofithe JCPOA|Overtime ittbecamelclearithat Biden'sapproach
to/the/JCPOAland Iran|ig closerto Trump's than to Obama’s| Injothenwords, Trump, like/Biden|
isitryingto/directlylintervenelin/thelMiddle/East tojmaintain/the/balance ofipower|andnot/sim-

plyitransferiresponsibilityito America'slalliesand partners.

CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

AccordingtolJohnMersheimer'soffensive realismtheory,the/ United Statesiasianlisland powern
thatiemerged as/a hegemonid powern in thelWestern/Hemisphere throughout the| 19th|century
and the first halff of thel 20th| century, in| the| second halfi ofl thel 20th| century and| after World
Warl Il as @ The| balancing power in Eurasial acted against continental powers such| as the| So-
viet Union | Afteri the end ofl thel Cold War and the| collapse| of| thel Soviet Union | in| a period off
timelfrom|1992t0 2008, the| United States,which/did notiseea balance|in/front ofjit| turned to a
strategytofiliberal hegemony,the main/goallofiwhichiwas/tospread American/valuesaroundthe|
world and createl American| peace .| Sincel Obama’s time, thel United States has returned tol the|
border balancing strategyi it followed during thel Cold War, Whilel during Obama’s era, it was|
emphasized tol transferi the responsibility to| America’s partners and allies| to| create| a balance|
against Iran, in/the era of Trumpl and Biden,| Americal is trying to| establish| a balance| of powen
against Iran| with| the| help| off its partners and allies.| This shows that the| trend ofl increasing

pressurejonlraniismaintained.

Key Words:United StatesofAmerica,lran|Middle/East,| Trump/Biden,Balance/ofipower,|
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Extended Abstract
1. INTRODUCTION

Tourism/hag become|one|of thel mostiimportantiand|influential sectors ofithe/globaleconomy
contributing significantly tojeconomic/growth,|employment, foreign-exchange earnings,and
international exchange.| Thel Middle East,| owing tolits strategic geopolitical positionjand rich|
historicaland cultural heritage, constitutesanimportant region|in the global tourism|system|
Among|the countries of the region,| Turkeyihas/ long been onel ofl thelmosti prominent interna-
tional tourism| destinations.| The tourism| secton has| also| played a significant role in Turkey's|
economic/developmentiand integration|intothe/globaleconomy.

The/mainjobjective ofithigarticleisitoexaminethelimpact ofithe transformation|ofi Islamist dis-
course onthe tourism|industrylin Turkey, with| particular emphasis on|thel Justiceland| Devel-
opment Party)AK Party) era,| The central argument is that the| transformation off Islamist| dis-
courselduring thel AK| Party's rule| toward a hybrid discourse combining elements off Islamism)|
conservatism, democracy, and neoliberalism| contributed to| thel creation| off a new political,|
institutional | and normativel environment fori thel development ofl tourism | The| studyl draws|
theoreticallyland methodologicallylon/the/discourse/theoryofiLaclauand Mouffe | The/findings
indicatelthatithe|rise ofithelAK Partyland the/transformation/of Islamistidiscourse/werelaccom-
panied byisignificant legal | institutional | normative|and policylchanges| in/ the tourism|sector|
whichjcontributed toitsexpansionjand diversification.

2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Thigresearchiemploysthe/discoursetheoryjofiLaclauandMouffelagitstheoretical framework |
Fromithigperspective|discourse|constitutes/astructuredtotality/formedthroughthe practice|
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off articulation, within which| signs| acquirel meaning through| thein relations and differences|
from/onelanother | Discourses| shape| thel wayl socialland politicall realities arel understood and
interpreted; consequently,meanings/are notifixed onpermanently established butare/contin-
uouslyiconstructedand|contested.

Laclauiand Mouffe/developed theintheoretical framework throughacritical engagementwith|
thelideas ofithinkerssuchjasiMarx,Gramsci,|Althusser|Foucault|Derrida,|Lacan,and Saussure.|
Keyl concepts ofi theinapproachincludelarticulation, nodal points, floating signifiers, hegem-
ony, chaing ofl equivalence| and antagonism. From| this| perspective, social phenomena, in-
cluding political and economic| institutions, arel constituted through/discursive practices and
struggles overimeaning.Becauselmeanings/arelnevericompletely fixed,socialand political or-
ders remain/open|to contestation and transformation, This theoretical framework]is particu-
larlylappropriate/forlanalyzing the/transformation ofipolitical Islam|in Turkeylbecauselit makes|
itipossible/tojexaming howthe/AK Partylarticulated anewipoliticaldiscourse bylcombiningele-
mentg ofl Islamism,conservatism|democracy,|and neoliberalism Itjalsolenables thejanalysis off
howi this/discourse graduallylachieved hegemonic|statusiand influenced political institutions,
public/policies|and|socialpractices,includingthoselassociatedwith/the/tourismsector.

3. METHODOLOGY

Thel studyl employs a descriptive-analytical research| design and uses| Laclau and Mouffe's
discoursel analysis as| its principal methodological approach. The objective is| to identifyl and|
analyzetheltransformation ofIslamistidiscourselin Turkeyland examinejitsimplications/forithe|
developmentofitheitourism/industryiduring the/AK|Partyiera.

Data were collected through| librarytand documentary research | drawing onjacademic books|
and articles| official documents,| government reports, international organizations’ publica-
tions| and statisticall data from| Turkish institutions and| internationall tourism| organizations
Quantitativelindicatorsincludinginternationaltouristarrivals,tourism’'sicontribution/toGDP,
and Turkey's/share|ofiglobal tourism are/used|tojcomplement thelqualitative discourse analy-
sis| Theltemporal scope of the case studyi primarilyicovers the period from 2002 to 2023, while|
earliendevelopments arelexamined tolidentify the historical and discursive roots of the trans-
formation| ofl political Islam| in| Turkey.| The analysis therefore| traces thel transition from| the|
traditional Islamistidiscourselassociated with/thel National Outlook movementiand Necmettin|
Erbakantoward|the hybrid politicaldiscoursejarticulated by the/ AK|Party.

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Thel findings indicatel that the| transformation| of| Islamist discourse| in Turkey, particularly
following the| establishment ofl the] AK| Partyt in| 2001 and| itg electoral victoryt in| 2002 | was| ac-
companied by substantial changes in/the country's political|institutional |Jand economic/envi-
ronment.|Although|the transformation off political Islam|in Turkeyihad begun/during previous|
decades| the| AK| Party represented 4 significant discursivel reconfiguration| byl articulating
Islamismjwith|conservativelvalues|democraticdiscourse|market-orientedeconomicpolicies)
and European| integration | This hybrid discoursel enabled the| party to distinguish itself from|
earlienformgsofiislamistipoliticsland/graduallylestablishjitselfiasialhegemonicipolitical project.
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Thelanalysissuggests|thatithisdiscursivetransformationwas reflected initourism/policiesiand|
institutions through|greateri emphasis/onlinternational integration| private-sector participa-
tion|infrastructure development, tourismi diversification, and| the expansion off newf tourism|
segments|including halal and| Islamic tourism | In/ this context, the transformation| of| political|
discourse did notioperate as anlisolated or direct cause| of tourism|development; rather) it/ in-
teractedwith/ broadern economic,institutional|geopolitical |and social factors thatishaped the|
trajectorylofithe Turkishitourismlindustry.
Availablejstatisticallevidence/demonstrates/the|substantial expansion ofitourismiduringthe/AK|
Partyl era.| International tourist arrivals/ increased from approximately 10.4 million| inj 2000 to|
around 51.7million|in| 2019, Tourism’s contribution to| GDP also increased| from|approximately
4.1%]in 2005/ t0 5.5% in| 2019, while Turkey’s share| ofiglobal international tourist arrivals rose|
fromjapproximatelyi1.04%/inj2000/t02.6%/in 2019, These/developmentsindicate the/consider-
ableexpansion|ofithe tourism|sectorduring the periodunderstudy, The/findings suggest that
institutionalland policyichanges/associated withithelAK Party's governingdiscourse—including
tourismdiversification| infrastructure development,| promotion| of| alternative tourism| prod-
ucts|and thelexpansion ofihalal tourism—contributed to this transformationjalongside/broad-
erleconomiclandinternationalfactors.

5. CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

The findings of this studyl indicate thati the transformation| of Islamist discoursel in Turkey, par-
ticularlylwith/the rise of thel AK Party|was associated withisignificantchangesinthelinstitutional|
and policyl environment] ofi thel tourism sector,| Thel AK Party's hybrid| discourse,|which| brought
togetherelements ofl Islamism,conservatism|democracy,and neoliberalism,contributed to the|
formation| ofi g political and institutional framework withinjwhich tourism| could expand and di-
versify|Thig transformation/was reflected in areas such/ag tourism|policy| infrastructure devel-
opment,diversificationofitourism/products,and theemergenceand expansionofihalaltourism.

At thel same| time | thel development off Turkey's tourism| industryt cannot be attributed| solely
tol discursive| transformation.| Economig liberalization| globalization| infrastructure| invest-
ment, geopolitical developments, international tourism demand, and| government policies|
also playedimportant roles| Therefore, the relationship/between Islamist discourse and tour-
ism/developmentshould belunderstoodasan/interactiveland multidimensionalprocess rathen
than a simple linean causal relationship. The study| suggests| that future| research| should ex-
amine/more|systematically the effects ofimajor politicalland geopolitical events—including the|
Syrian/conflict|thelattempted coup ofi2016 | regionalinstability|and the) COVID-19 pandemic—
on|thelrelationship/between political discourseland tourism/developmentin Turkey|Compar-
ativelresearchjinvolving Turkeyiand other countries/in the/Middle|Eastiand North|Africa could
also providel a broader understanding| off how politicall discourse shapes tourism| policies and|
outcomes. Finally,furtherresearch/on/the/long-termjsustainability|economic consequences,
and sociocultural implications of halal and| Islamic tourism|would| contribute| to a deeper un-

derstandinglofithe relationship/between|political lslamjand/the/tourism/industry.

Keywords: Islamism; Political Islam; Tourism; Justicel and Development Party; AK Party; Dis-
course TheoryjLaclauand Mouffe; Turkey;Middle East.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Thel growing importance of economic diplomacy and regionall connectivity has transformed|
Central Asialintoja majonarenal ofiinteractionjamong|regionalland extra-regional powers.Rich
energyl resources, strategic| geographical location| expanding transportation networks, and
the post-Soviet restructuring off regional relations havel encouraged major powers to| pursue|
large-scaleleconomic|projects/in/Central Asia/|Indialand Russigarelamong the/mostsignificant]
actorslin/this process, pursuing projects that combine/ economic, energy, transportation,and|
geopoliticall objectives. Fon Iran| these| developments| generatel a complex configuration| off
both opportunities and threats because| off its geographical proximity to Central Asia, its po-
sitionjalong major transit routes,|and its potential role|injconnecting South| Asia| Central Asia|
and Eurasia| India's International North—South) Transport Corridon )INSTC) and Turkmeni-
stan—Afghanistan—Pakistan—India ) TAPI) projects,as/well as|Russia’'s energy-transit initiatives
and Eurasian| Economic| Union| )EAEU), can| therefore influencel Iran’'s| geopolitical position|
economic| relations, energyl interests, and regional influence.| The purpose) off this study is to|
comparativelyiexamine the opportunitiesand threats that these/ Indianjand Russianjeconomic|
projects create for Iran and to identify] their commonalities and differences,| The| central ar-
gumentisithat|these| projects should not be viewed exclusivelyias economid initiatives; rather|
theinimplications|for Iran arelembedded|in broaden processes ofl regional cooperation, com-
petition,| connectivity| and| geopolitical realignment, The study identifies the ways inf which|
economicprojects canjsimultaneouslylenhancel Iran’'s/strategiclimportanceland generate new
competitive/pressures|

2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Thel studyl is theoretically grounded in| neoliberal institutionalism| and regionall cooperation |
Unlikel approaches that] primarily emphasisel competition| and relativel gains under interna-
tional anarchy, neoliberall institutionalism| highlights| the capacityi of institutions, rules, re-

1] Assistant Professor,| Department off Global and Regionall Politics| Facultyl off Economics and Politicall
Science, Shahid| Beheshtil University,| Tehran/| Iran| m_farhadii@sbu.ac.ir
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peated interactions, and interdependence to facilitatel cooperation| and generatel absolute|
gains.| From| this perspective, regional economig institutions| and projects can| function| as
mechanisms through| whichj states reduce| transaction| costs, facilitatel trade, build patterns|
oflinterdependence, and pursuel long-termjinterests, Institutions may also, mediatel relations|
between| structural conditions and outcomes ofl cooperation| orl conflict. In the| Central Asian|
context,|economidinitiatives suchjasithe INSTC|TAPI|energy-transitinetworks,and the|EAEU|
can/consequentlyibeunderstood asinstitutionallandinfrastructural mechanismsthatreshape|
patterns ofiregionalinterdependence |Atithelsame timeasymmetricinterdependence/means|
that| cooperation| can| alsg create| vulnerabilities) when| weaker actors| become dependent| on|
more| powerful partners| The theoretical framework therefore| provides a basis| fortexamining
thel dual character off economic connectivity: it can increasel opportunities forl cooperation|
and absolute gaing whilel simultaneouslyt producing competition,| dependency, and geopolit-
ical risks.| Accordingly, the studyi considers Iran's engagement with| these initiatives| not as a|
zero-sum| choicelbetween|Indig and Russia,| but as anjopportunityi tojemploy regional institu-
tions|economic|diplomacy, energyldiplomacy, transportation diplomacy, cultural and scien-
tificcooperationJand multilateralengagementitomaximise/long-term/national interests.

3.METHODOLOGY

Thig researchjadopts a qualitativel research/design based onthematicianalysisiand,more|spe-
cifically| a thematic| matrix forl comparativel analysis.| Data were| collected throughl indirect
observation and systematic| examination| ofl existingl documentary| sources, including books,|
academic articles, research studies,| websites,| and other relevant traditional and digital doc-
uments| Purposeful sampling| was employed) tol select| sources directly related| tol Indian| and|
Russianjeconomic|projects/in/Central Asiaand theinimplications/for/ Iran,| The collected mate-
rials were subjected to thematicicodinglinorder to/identifylbasic|organising,andoverarching
themes concerning thel opportunities/and threats associated with| the selected projects. The|
analysisg firstt examined thel Indian projects and| thel Russian| projects separatelyl and subse-
quentlylcompared them|in termsl ofi their opportunities, threats,similarities,and differences.|
Thel Indian| cases| comprised thel INSTC and| TAPI| while| thel Russian| cases comprised ener-
gy-transit| projects and thel EAEU.| Tol enhance the credibility off thel qualitative findings, an|
audit/processinvolving relevantispecialists was conducted, followed by a focus-groupjassess-
mentinvolving six experts/inregional studies and international relations,| Thestudy| therefore|
combines documentary thematic analysis with| expert evaluation| tol strengthen| the| validityl
andlinterpretivelreliability ofits/findings.

4. RESULTS & DISCUSSION

Thelfindings demonstrate thatitheleconomic presencel ofi India and Russialin/Central Asia pro-
duces g dual and differentiated effect on| Iran.| Regarding| India, thel INSTC| creates important
opportunities for Iran by strengtheningits geopoliticalland commercial significance,increas-
ing its role ag a transit route| between| Indig and Centrall Asia,| and enhancing the potential off
Iranian| ports and| transportation| infrastructure.| The project can alsol contributel to a more|
multipolanregionalenvironmentand create opportunities/for/lran/tojexpand its relations with|
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regionallactors. TAPI|meanwhile|can/potentiallyicontribute/tojeconomicigrowthjand|security
in Afghanistan and along] Iran's| eastern borders and may| provide| Iran with| opportunities| to|
connect] its| energyt interests tol broaden regionall networks.| Nevertheless| India’s economic
projectsalsogeneratesignificantithreats.| TAPIimaylcompete/with/Iran'sproposed Peace|Pipe-
linel and reduce Iran’'s rolel in regional energyl arrangements, whilel India's strategid relations|
with/thelUnited States/can/contribute|to/greatertAmerican/influencelin/Central Asia| Thefind-
ingslalsolindicate the possibilityl ofi declining Iranianjeconomic, transit,|and cultural influence|
asl/Indiaexpandsitspresencelintheregion.

ThelRussian|projects reveal a different pattern./Russia’s energy-transit initiatives/ can/ provide|
Iranwithjopportunities touse/Russian/capacitiesinresponding toregionalland extra-regionall
energyl pressures and potentially facilitate the transfer and sale| of| Iranian| energy products,|
However|Russiasimultaneouslylregards Iranjasia potentialcompetitoriinCentral Asianjenergy
transit| Consequently,| independent Iranian| participation| in| regional energy transportation|
can|generate tensions between| the/ two| countries and may encourage Russia to| restrict Iran’s|
role/in regional energy networks.| Thel EAEU| offers another set ofiopportunities,including| the|
expansion|off Iran's,economic relations withimemberistates,increasedaccess to regional mar-
kets, greater transit significance, and| the| possibilityl off mitigating some effects| off economic|
sanctions/throughiexpanded regionaleconomic/interaction.|At thelsame/time,the/studyiiden-
tifieg politicall and economid risks associated with| deepen integration| into| a Russia-centred
economicframework|including potentialladverse consequences|/forlranjand unequal compe-
titionjaffectingdomesticproducers.

Thel comparativel analysis reveals an important commonality: both| Indian| and Russian eco-
nomic projects/can/increaselIran'sigeopoliticalimportance/and expanditsrelationswithjcoun-
trieg involved in| thesel initiatives| Thel majon differencel concerns the naturel of the| threats,|
Russianprojects|are/primarilylassociated with potential politicalland economiciconsequences|
fon Iran| arising from| competition and| tensions surrounding| regional economic| and energyi
arrangements,|whereas|Indian projectsiareimore|stronglylassociated with/thelincreased pres-
encelofiregionaland extra-regional powers|in|Central Asialand the/potential reductionjofiiran’s|
regionallinfluence | Thus|the/findings support a nuanced interpretation ofi regional economic|
competition/inj\which/thel[same connectivity processes can/simultaneously generate/opportu-
nities/forlranjand constrain|itsstrategiciautonomy.

5. CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

The/study concludes that| India'sland Russia’s economic projects/in CentrallAsia should bejun-
derstoodasbothjopportunitiesand|strategicichallengesforlranratherithanasinherently pos-
itivel orinegativel developments.| The principal common opportunityis|the potential enhance-
ment ofl Iran's/geopoliticall and commercial importance and the expansion| ofjits relations with|
regionallactors.|However| the risks associated with| the| two powers differ; Russian initiatives|
may/ intensifyl economic and| politicall competition| with| Iran| particularlyl in energy transit,
whereas Indian| initiatives may| contribute to thel growing influence ofl other regional and ex-
tra-regional powers and reducel Iran’'s relative/influencelin/Central Asia.| From|the perspectivel
ofl neoliberal institutionalism, Iran should| therefore avoid treating| regional economid| initia-
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tiveg solely throughi the| lens| ofi strategid rivalry. Instead, it should seek to| transform|interde-
pendencelintollong-term|gaing throughjactivelparticipation/iniregionallinstitutions,economic|
and energyl diplomacy, transportation connectivity, cultural and| scientific cooperation, and
multilateral arrangements| The| studyl ultimately suggests| that g proactivel and institutionally]
oriented| Iranian| strategy can enable thel country to exploit thel opportunities generated by
Indianjand Russian|projects whilelreducing thelassociated geopoliticalland economic risks.| In|
thisirespect,activelparticipationrathernthan/passive observation|isessential foristrengthening
Iran’g regionall position and converting emerging patterng ofl Central Asian connectivity into|
sustainable/nationaland regionallbenefits.

Key Words:; Economic| Projects; Central Asia; India; Russia; Iran; Neoliberal Institutionalism;|
Regionall Cooperation; Geoeconomics;] Thematic| Matrix; Geopolitical Opportunities and|
Threats.
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Extended abstract
1. INTRODUCTION

Thel European| Court off Human| Rights )ECtHR) operates| under thel European Convention on|
Human|Rights )JECHR), where| Article 34| establishes thel “victim| requirement, T mandating| that]
applicantsmustidemonstratetheylare “directlyland personally’affected byianjallegedviolation|
tolhavel thein claimsadmissible | This procedural safeguard prevents abstract or actio popula-
ris complaints, ensuring judicial focus on| concretel harms,| However| in scenarios of “shared|
responsibility’ H{where multiple actors,suchjas/statesiandinternational organizations like| the|
European|Union|)EU), contributel to rights violations| - this requirement introduces complex-
ities,| Shared responsibility| asiunderstood in/international law, arises when|two|orimore enti-
tieg collectivelyl contributel toharm,| complicating attribution and|victim| identification unden
the/Convention/framework.

Thig study criticallyl examines| the| interplay between| the| victim| requirement and shared re-
sponsibilityl in ECtHR jurisprudence) particularly ini multi-acton cases.| The| centrall research
question|is] How does| thel Court's interpretation of the victim| requirement impact thel adju-
dication| ofi cases involving shared liability, especially] those with| systemic| or indirect harms?
Thelhypothesis| posits thati thel Court's stricttadherence to| the| victim| requirement,|while pro-
tectingagainstfrivolousclaims,risksunderminingaccountabilitylinishared responsibility/sce-
narios. This analysis addresses| a gapl in understanding| how procedural rules intersect with|
substantive justice/inimulti-actort human|rights|violations, It draws onjemerging mechanisms|
like| thel EU'S “joint accountabilityl system” under thel Draft| Accession| Agreement, arguing fon
procedural reforms|to align/thel Convention|system withmodernjgovernance realities,|where|
rightgviolationslare|often/diffusedandjinstitutionalized.

The study's findings are relevant fon policymakers designing joint accountability mechanisms)
practitionersinavigatingadmissibilityibarriersinicomplexcases,andscholarganalyzingthe/Con-

1] Postdoctorall Researcher in/ International Law, Facultyi off Law, Universityl of Qom, Qom| lran,
)Corresponding Authon Email; Hofarigon@gmail.com).
2| Associate| Professor| International Law, Faculty off Law, Universityl off Qom, Qom| Iran.
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vention's evolving role in global governance | Byl integrating| victim| status and shared responsi-
bility| { topics often treated separatelytin existing| literature - this researchiinnovatively demon-
strates how rigid proceduralism in/ individual petitions may perpetuatel impunity fon systemic|
violations|ltalsoprovidesadetailed critiquelofithel EU Accession Draftiin/lightjoff ECtHR casellaw.

2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

ThelvictimrequirementiunderArticle] 34 ECHR rejects actiopopularis|emphasizing that com-
plaints must stem| from| real,| personal harm| rathen than generall oversight.| Ag articulated in|
KlasslandOthergv|Germanyi)1978),a “victim”issomeone “directlylaffected by thejact orjomis-
sion|injissue,even absent specific prejudice, provided there is a continuous| threat )e.g., hor-
mativelharm|from/laws inducing fear,as/in|Dudgeon|v,|United Kingdom1981). The/conceptiex-
tends|to“potential victims” in cases|of foreseeable risks,suchlas/in/Soering v United Kingdom|
)1989), where g “reall risk™ offinhuman| treatment sufficed| or Campbell and Cosans v, United|
Kingdom|)1980),recognizing harm/fromjunapplied corporalpunishmentpolicies.

Shared responsibility, rooted ininternational law like| the| 2001 International Lawi Commission|
)ILC) Articles on| Statel Responsibility )Article 47), holds that joint| contributions do| not negate
individual accountability, Thig contrasts with ECtHR’S insistencel on| “direct causation” and
“personall impact,] often| sidelining indirectt complicityl on structural roles,| For instance| in|
Nada v| Switzerland|)2012), Switzerland was| held| liable fort implementing UN| sanctions indi-
rectly harming an/individual |despite| noldirect/action.| Theoreticall critiques, suchas those by
Nollkaempert)2011), highlightthowfocusing on|proximatelactsignores|facilitating behaviorsin|
multi-actorsettings|Comparativelinsights fromthelInternational/CourtjofiJustice|)ICJ)inBos-
niav|Serbia)2007) emphasize “effectivelcontrol’ ovendirect causation,|while the Inter-Amer-
ican Court off Human| Rights )IACtHR)| in| Velasquez-Rodriguez v Honduras| )1988) recognizes|
“systematictolerance”asigrounds|forliability\withoutidirectiorders.

This framework reveals tensions between| the Convention's individual-centricapproach and|
transnational rightgviolations|where harmsare|layered )e.g.|EU-state|interactions).| ThelEU'S
Draftf Accession| Agreement )2011) introduces a “co-respondent mechanism’ )Articlel 3)1))b)),
allowing|joint EU-state| participation|in cases tied to EU| law, institutionalizing shared liability|
and mitigatingadmissibilitylgaps.

3. METHODOLOGY

This researchl employs| a doctrinall legal analysis combined with comparative| casel studies,
Primaryisources/include/ECtHR judgments,dissenting opinions,|and EU|legaldocuments)e.g. |
DraftAccession/Agreementiand Explanatory|Report).|Secondary/sourcesencompassscholarly|
commentarieson ECHR practicelandinternational responsibility.

Thelmethodologyiinvolves:)l)Analyzing ECtHR jurisprudence on|victim|status and shared re-
sponsibilityithrough/key cases like Segilv.|15 EU|States )2002) and Tugan v, Italy)1995);)2) Com-
parativel examination of individual )Articlel 34) vs| interstate] )Article 33) complaints, contrast-
ing ECtHR| with ICJ and| IACtHR approaches; )3) Critical evaluation| off institutional reforms|
assessing| thel Drafti Accession Agreement's co-respondent mechanism| against admissibility|
challenges. Thig qualitativel approach| ensures| a theoretical critiquel grounded inf empirical|
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casellaw,|withinoquantitative/dataduetothe/doctrinalfocus.

4.RESULTS & DISCUSSION

ECtHR'sinterpretationofithe|victim requirement prioritizes “direct causation”and “individuall
harm;lensuringjudicialeconomybutimarginalizingindirectviolations/injshared responsibility]
cases.| In multi-acton scenarios| involving international organizations, the Court hesitates| to|
attribute liabilityl tol member states| absent “concretel implementing measures.] Foriexample|
inSegiland Gestoras Pro-Amnistia v.|15 EU|States)2002), claims/against EU|terrorlistings\were|
dismissed as too weak| emphasizing| that| state| participation| in| EU| decisions| does| not auto-
maticallyl triggen ECHR| responsibility.| Similarly| Senaton Lines GmbH| v/ 15 EU| States| )2004)
rejected|fines as hypothetical post-annulment, highlighting a reluctance to address systemic|
EUharms)Lawson,2024;Ryngaert|2020).

Infacilitatinglactsand indirecttharms,thel Courtiddemands “proximate|causation.] Tugariv. Italy
)1995) dismissed claims| overt ming exports due to no| “direct causal nexus, with| Irag deemed|
thel “decisivelfactor1 Aziz v Cyprus et al|)2004) attributed liabilityl solely to] Turkeyi as the| “de|
facto” controller| deeming| others] roles| “too remote. This| contrasts| with| IACtHR's broaden
“complicity” recognitionand ICJ's|“effectivelcontrol’standard | critiqued fonundermining pre-
ventivel ECHR|goalg)Lawson,2024).

The| Draftf Accession Agreement’s co-respondent mechanism offerg partial solutiong by ena-
bling joint EU-state responses in|EU-law cases|bypassing strict causation|)Council of Europe|
2011), It addresses| gapsl in Bosphorug v/ Ireland| )2005), where| “equivalent] protection’ pre-
sumes compliance| unless| “manifestly deficient,] but] institutionalizes shared accountability|
without eliminating the victim| requirement. Cases likel Matthews v.| United Kingdom| )1999)
demonstrate potential | holding states liable/despitel EU|treatylobligations.|However|challeng-
eglpersistiinisystemiclharmsg)e.g.refugeelcases/like HirsilJamaa v, Italy|2012) |where “collectivel
victimhood” couldenhancelaccess,akintoIACtHR|practices)Mayagnav.Nicaragua,2001).
Discussion reveals that while the victim| requirement safeguards| against abstract claims, its|
rigidity| creates| accountability| gaps in transnationall governance, perpetuating impunity for
diffusedviolations.|Reformsmustibalance|proceduralefficiencywithjsubstantiveljustice.

5. CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

Thig study confirms thatf ECtHR' strict victim| requirement,| whilel promoting judicial economy|
undermines shared responsibilityl adjudication byt insisting on| direct| causation| as evidenced|
in multi-actor cases| Thel Draftf Accession Agreement’s co-respondenti mechanism| represents|
progresstoward|layeredaccountability,butfullefficacylrequiresinterpretive flexibility.
Recommendationg include: )1) Developing] “structural responsibility”] doctrines for systemic|
policies;)2) Strengthening co-respondentimechanisms for joint transnationall liability; )3) Re-
defining “victim” toincludel collectivelharmsinjwidespread violations,as in Big Brothern Watch|
v]United Kingdom|)2021). These reforms|are essential toalignthe ECHR system|with|21st-cen-
turylhuman|rightscomplexities|ensuring proceduraljustice/doesnotieclipselaccountability.

Key Words:| European Union| accession, Actio popularis, European Court off Human| Rights|

Jointlaccountabilityymechanism,Victim/requirement,|Sharedresponsibility.
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Extended abstract
1- INTRODUCTION

In recent years, China has| attempted tol rapidlyl increase) it military capabilities through ex-
tensivel investment,| modernization off its armed forces, and development ofladvanced weap-
onslinjordento/securelitg strategicinterests/globally.|China’s militarylpresencelin/the Indo-Pa-
cifig region allows it to| increase its militaryl power and move closer tol Australia| thel United|
States|mainjallylin/thelregion In/fact|Australia plays a pivotal role injthe securitylarchitecture|
ofithelIndo-Pacificiregion,a countryithat usesitsstrategic position,alliances,|and defense ca-
pabilities/to address evolving challenges|in the region| Therefore,|Beijing's military expansion|
and uncertaintylabout China’s truel intentions havel led tojwidespread|securityiconcerns from
Australigregarding China’srise|whichicould pose/serious challengesnotonly/foriCanberrabut
also fori the| regional securityt architecturel and Washington. The| research| findings show that
Beijing's increased military presencelin thel Indo-Pacific region from| 2021 to 2024/ has, on| the|
one hand| led| to ambiguityl in| thel Australian government'’s assessment off China’s intentions|
and on| thel othen hand, has paved the way] for a fundamentall revision| ofl Australia's| security
strategy| in| thel form| off developingl a8 comprehensivel securityl approach| to strengthen| and|
maximizelAustralia’s relativepowerintheregion.

2- THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Thel theoretical framework of thel present] study is| based| on| the theory] of offensivel realism|
which| has| a prominent positionjamong international relations theories,| Using a strong| ana-
lytical logicland|a critical approach, thisitheorylanalyzes thelbehavior ofi states in thelanarchic|
structurel ofl thel internationall system| and emphasizes| the| securityl and power-seeking re-
quirementsofiinternationalactors|Offensive realistsbelieve that statesishould maximizethein

authorityibecausejchaogmakesglit difficultitojachievesecurity.|ltshouldbe noted that offensivel

1] M.A in Internationall Relations| Allameh| Tabataba'll University| Tehran| Iran. )Corresponding Author
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realism hag a pessimistic view of the international system| because it considers| thel competi-

tionbetween|greatipowersforrhegemonyitobeendless.

3- METHODOLOGY

|| This research| uses| g qualitativel method and a descriptive-analytical approach. This article|
aims|to analyzeland assess thel consequences off China’s military presencel in thel Indo-Pacific|
region,and in|particular for Australia|which can be considered crucial foryCanberra's nation-
al securityl and Australian policymakers. Data and| information| havel been| collected throughi
libraryi research| including specialized) library| searches| internet resources, databases, and|

newslagencies|

4-RESULTS & DISCUSSION

China'similitaryipresencelin'the/Indo-Pacific regionjignotionlybased onjits|strategiciand secu-
rityjobjectives,|butialso/a response/tochangingglobal powerequationsiand/increasingicompe-
tition/with|thel United States and|its|allies.| Therefore | Beijing's extensivel efforts tojmodernize|
itsimilitary,|develop|itsinavall capabilities|and dominate keylwaterways| in the Indo-Pacificiare|
in/ling)with| these| goals| Mearsheimer believes that injan anarchid international environment|
states can| never be sure that the militaryl power ofi others is solely for] defense and| therefore|
must always strivel to| strengthen| thein own| power, which causes competition and increases|
tensions| because| states cannot be| sure ofi the| future| intentions| ofi others.| Based on| this| ap-
proach,Australia is concerned about China’s real role|and objectives|in the regionjand follows
China's|political behavioriwithjambiguity,fear|and uncertainty. In this regard, Australianmil-
itary officialg believe that| China's militaryl movements|and maneuvers nean Australian waters
demonstrate the sensitivity of thelissugland confirm| China’siunreliability|in regional develop-
ments.| In fact)| Australia's military capabilities are percelived as insufficient tof managel major
threats to| thel country's leaders, and Australian| politicall leaders are| keen| to improve| thein
position| inthiel regionall security architectune byt developing| their missile| system and military
equipment| In| this regard, the Albanese government] has moved quickly to establish| a local
guided missilel production| facility throughl a defense partnership with| Lockheed Martin| Aus-
tralia| Injaddition,|anothern issue that attracted the attention| oflanalysts|ig related| to the issue|
oflAustralia's National Defense Strategy,alongwiththe/ Integrated InvestmentiProgram,which|
is/a plan tojambitiously transform| the| Australian Defense Force into| a focused and integrated|
forcelcapableofiprotecting Australia'sinationalisecurityiforidecades tocome.

5-CONCLUSION & SUGGESTIONS

Studies show that| thel expansion| off China's militaryl powen in| thel Indo-Pacific region| espe-
ciallyi thel increase in| Beijing's navall capabilities )including havingl thel world's largest fleet in|
terms| ofl thel numben ofi ships/and| the militarization| ofiislands) within| thelanarchic framework
of thel internationall system| has/ caused fear| concern| and deep| uncertainty in countries in|
the region,includingl Australia) and has| ultimatelyl led to| fundamental changes|in the region’s
strategicenvironment.China’sigrowing maritime|power has|created|the possibility for Beijing
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tolthreaten/Australia’s maritimejaccess tojmarketsiand resources,potentiallyichallenging Aus-
tralia'g vital and existential interests. In such| circumstances, Australia is trying to change| its|
approachitosecurityissues and restore|its strategic positionas Washington's mostiimportant
strategicallylinithe region/byistrengtheningitssecurityirelationswith/the/United States|mod-
ernizingitsdefense/forces,|and/focusing on/developing long-range attackicapabilities.|Finally,
this|studylsuggests|that thel Australian/government adopt a multilaterallapproach/with/a long-
term|perspective/towards/China’siexpanding military presencelinthe regionjand, by consider-
ingtheroleofidiplomacyiinresolving regional/disputes,createllasting peaceland stabilitylin/the|

region.

Key words;Indo-Pacific|China|Australia’s Security| Strategy, Offensive|Realism|MilitaryMod-

ernization
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1. Introduction

Recent transformations| in the Middle East reflect profound structural and geopoliticall shifts|
that| extend beyond the influence off traditionall actors.| Among thel most significant of| these|
changes is| thel normalization| off relations| between| Arab) states and Israel, institutionalized|
throughithelAbraham|Accords. Thig process/has redefined regional dynamics and posed seri-
ous challenges/to theinterests ofi the| Islamic/Republic off Iran|which|is increasingly framed as|
a common|threat withinjemerging regional coalitions| To address thig evolving environment,
the present study explores strategic scenarios| fon Iran's foreign| policy| Employing a quali-
tativel methodology and the Delphil technique with| input from| 20| experts in| Middle Eastern|
studieg and|foreign| policy, the research|identifies fivel scenarios:; one unfavorable—“Strategic|
Deadlock”—and four favorable—“Balanced Diplomacy,’] “Endogenous Power,’ “Soft] Influence,
and “Activel Deterrence. Thesel scenarios highlightl opportunities) risks| and requirements,|
offeringpolicymakersjafuture-oriented roadmapiforisafeguarding lran'siregional positionjand|
advancingitsinationallinterests.

2. Theoretical framework

Thelconcept ofisoft power, firstlintroduced by Joseph|Nye|in|1990 and| lateriexpanded inj 2004
emphasizes|persuasionand attraction rathen than coercion,drawing on/culture|political val-
ues,andforeign|policylaslitssmain/sources.While/softpowerprovides/an/essential lensforana-
lyzing foreign policy| it remains| insufficient as| a solel framework forl understanding thel com-
plexities off Iran's strategicl choiceg inthe|context offArab—Israelinormalization | This research|
highlights that| Iran’s foreign| policylcannot bel explained exclusively through|soft power|since|
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ittalsolinvolves hard powerinstruments/suchjas deterrencelandendogenousresilience. In|this|
regard|RobertiPape’'sinotion ofi“softibalancing” furtherenriches thejanalysis,focusing onjcon-
straining hegemonic/powersthrough/diplomatic institutional |and indirect measureswithout
direct confrontation | Thus, a comprehensive framework| requires integrating soft power, de-
terrence/theory)andbalance-of-powenapproaches,|Suchiasynthesisiallows forlamultidimen-
sionall assessment off Iran’s strategic| scenarios| combining cultural attraction| with| coercivel
andbalancingstrategiestojsafeguardnationallinterests.

3. Methodology

Thig studyl employs| thel Delphil method, widely used| to| collect] expert opinions| inl complex
and uncertain contexts| The process involved designing a questionnaire| distributed| in| three|
successive rounds|tola panel ofi20 experts in/ Iranian| foreign/ policyland Middle Eastern| affairs,|
selected through/purposivelsampling. The panel comprised equal representation/from|senion
officialg ofl the] Ministryi off Foreign| Affairs, universityl facultyl members,| PhD| graduates, and|
current PhD| candidatesg in| politicall sciencel and internationall relations| Anonymity, iterativel
feedback, and| controlled discussion| werel maintained| throughout thel process to minimize|
biag and| foster consensus. Afterieach| round, aggregated responses were shared with partic-
ipants fori reviewand refinement,| The| procedure| continued until convergence was/achieved,
with| Kendall's coefficienti oficoncordance exceeding 0.7 in/ the| final round.|From| this process|
22 keylvariableswerelidentified. Theselvariablesi\were subsequentlylanalyzed usingexplorato-
ry/factoranalysisitgclusterithem|intocoherentigroups,followed byiconfirmatoryfactonanaly-
sigtolvalidateland interpretithe/scenariosshaping lran’sfuturel/foreign/policy.

4. Discussion

Thel findings of thig research| underscore thel complex, multidimensional|and dynamic char-
acten off Iran's foreign| policyi in| thel context] off Arab—Israeli normalization. Byl employing the|
Delphil method alongsidel exploratory and confirmatory factor analysis, fivel scenarios were|
extracted; one undesirable )“Strategic| Deadlock”) and| four desirablel alternatives )“Balanced
Diplomacy,1“Endogenous|Empowerment,’ “Soft Influence,1and “Activel Deterrence”)| Thelun-
desirable scenariol off Strategici Deadlocki received the| highest mean| scorel among experts)|
indicating strong| concern| over policyl inertia and its implications.| This scenariol reflects the|
compounded risks| offeconomic| pressure| security threats,| and domestic| discord, suggesting
that|a passive responsejto/regional transformations/couldintensifyllran'smarginalization both|
regionally and globally. In contrast, the| four desirable| scenarios| offeri strategic| pathways| for
adaptationjand resilience|Balanced Diplomacy highlights the role of pragmatici coalitions and
cooperative political strategies|emphasizing diplomacy and cultural instruments as essential|
fon reframing Iran’s image, building internationall legitimacy, and reducing security vulnera-
bilities| Endogenous Empowerment stresses thel importance] off strengthening militaryl and|
defensive capabilities whileunderlining the necessity offinternall legitimacy and cohesion | re-
flecting thel consensug that militaryi strengthi must bel complemented by domestici stability| to|

ensure/long-termjresilience.

Thel othen twol scenarios furthen broaden| Iran’s strategicl spectrum, Soft Influencel under-



D

A%, Iranianresearch letter of international politics

scores/thelimportance of culturaldiplomacy,media engagement,andeconomicimprovement
inishapingregional perceptionsiand counteringhostile/narratives.|With hybridwarfarelandin-
formationjoperationsibecoming/more pronounced, experts emphasized thatienhancing Iran's
attractiveness| throughl cultural instruments and technological modernization is| critical for
influencing regional dynamics beyond| conventional statecraft.| Activel Deterrencel integrates|
military| economic, and cultural tools, representing| a multidomain approach| tol confronting
complex threats and maintaining balance| in| g shifting regional order. The| relativel distribu-
tion| of| variables in| this| scenariol reveals thel necessity off synergyl between| different] sources
ofl power rathen than| reliance| on| a singlel dimension.| Moreover, the ranking| off structural di-
mensions—political | economic| security, and| cultural—shows| the| primacy off political factors
injshaping foreign| policy,while simultaneouslyi stressing the nearly equal significance ofieco-
nomic resilience and security| preparedness.| Although cultural elements were ranked| lower
thein complementaryi role remains essential forl amplifying| political and strategic| objectives,
Overall|theresults suggestithat Iranmust avoid strategic/deadlock throughstrategic flexibili-
ty/internalconsensus-building|and/anjintegrated use ofidiverselinstruments ofipower,|Suchia
comprehensivelapproachwill allow Iran/to navigatel the challenges|ofl Arab—Israelinormaliza-
tionjand sustainlitsregionalinfluence/withinianjincreasinglymultipolarinternational system.

5. Conclusion

Thel findingg off this research| clearlyi demonstrate] that Iran’s| foreign| policy] in| the| context off
Arab-lIsraelinormalization requires a fundamental redefinition/grounded in|strategic| realism
and strengthened byiinternalcohesion.|Thestudylidentifies/fivepossible/scenarios;oneunde-
sirable|)Strategic/Deadlock)and/fourdesirable alternatives/)Balanced Diplomacy,|Endogenous|
Empowerment,Soft/Influence|and Active|Deterrence).|StrategiciDeadlockihighlights/thel risks|
off inertia, includingl regional isolation and weakened strategic influence, thus serving asl a
warning against passivity. In contrast, thel four desirablel scenarios providel complementary
strategies forienhancing Iran’s resilience and regional role | Balanced Diplomacy emphasizes
pragmaticlengagement tol reducel tensions; Endogenous Empowerment| focuses/ onjdomestic|
strength| and| sustainablel development; Soft] Influencel leverages cultural and media tools to|
shape| perceptions; and Activel Deterrence| stresses militaryt and securityl capabilities to pre-
vent hostilg actions| Overall, the study concludes that Iran must adopt anl integrated, multi-
dimensional strategylcombining soft and hard power to securel national interests and sustain|
regionallinfluence.

Keywords: Normalization|of relations, Iran's foreign|policy| Israelland Arabjstates, geopoliticall
threats,|Delphimethod.
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1. Introduction

Cryptocurrencies have rapidlyl expanded within| Iran's financial and technological landscape,|
attracting growing publicl adoption| despitel thel absence| ofl a coherent legal and| regulatoryi
framework|Whilemany|stateshave respondedtothe rise ofiblockchain-based assets through|
structured policy and regulatory regimes| Iran’s approach| remains fragmented, reactive,and
institutionallylinconsistent | This study addresses this policy gap| byl examining thel trajectory
oficryptocurrencyi regulation|in/ Iran, with| particularemphasis on| the philosophical and doc-
trinalfoundationsunderlyingthe/country'spolicyiresponses. Thecentral researchquestionjis

What philosophylanddoctrine/havelinformed|the/cryptocurrency/policylcycleinlran?

2. Theoretical framework

Thel studylis grounded in| the| publig policyl cyclel model | encompassing agenda-setting, poli-
cyl formulation, decision-making, implementation, and evaluation, This framework| enables|
a systematic analysis| off how cryptocurrencies| havel entered the Iranian| policyl agenda and|
how state institutions havel responded ati eachl stage| off the| policymaking process. Beyond|
procedural analysis| thel research|integrates a doctrinal perspective, focusing on| the implicit
philosophical orientations—suchjas security-centricigovernance,economic control,ordevel-
opmental pragmatism—thatishapellran’sregulatoryibehaviortowarddigitalcurrencies|

3. Methodology

Methodologically, the researchjadopts ajdocumentary—institutional approachicombined with|
a mixed-method strategy.| Qualitativel content analysig| is| applied to policyl documents| legall
texts, official statements, and institutionall regulations, whilel quantitativel trend observation|
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is used to| trace patterns of policyl activityland| regulatoryi intervention| over time, This/ hybrid|
methodologyallows foriboth/structural assessmentofiinstitutionalarrangementsand dynam-

icanalysisiofipolicylevolutionjin/iran’sicryptocurrency/domain.

4. Discussion

Thel findings indicate| that Iran’'s cryptocurrency| policymaking| has been| largely sporadic, re-
active|and lacking|strategiclcoherence|Regulatory actions are| characterized byl institutional|
fragmentation, with| multiplel bodies—such as| thel Central Bank of| Iran| the| Ministryi of Infor-
mation and Communications Technology, and thel Supremel Councill off Cyberspace—adopt-
ingl divergent or even| contradictory| positions.| Thel absencel ofl a centralized| policy authority]
has resulted| in regulatoryl ambiguityl and uncertainty for market participants.Furthermore|
non-governmental actors,including technologyi startups,academic communities,and infor-
mal market participants, havel played a substantiall role in|shaping the de facto cryptocurren-
cyl environment. Thesel bottom-up| dynamics| often| outpace| formal regulation, highlighting
thel disconnect between| state policymaking and technological innovation.| Officiall discourse|
tends| to emphasize| risks suchlas moneyi laundering, fraud, and capital flight|whilel underes-
timating the developmental potentialloficryptocurrenciesinjareas/suchjas/financial inclusion|

paymentinnovation|and/digitalleconomic/growth.

5. Conclusion

Thestudylconcludesthat Iran’scurrentapproach|to/cryptocurrencylregulationjisfragmented|
doctrinallyiambiguous, and institutionallylweak | Existing| policies neither effectivelyl mitigate|
risks nor capitalize| on| thel opportunities presented by digital currencies,| To address| these|
shortcomings,theresearchiemphasizestheurgentneed foriacomprehensivelandjunified poli-
cyiframeworkigrounded injacleanphilosophicalorientation.

Accordingly, the study recommends:

1) establishingacentralized regulatorylauthority/fondigitalcurrencies;

2| formulatingianationalicryptocurrencystrategyialignedwithbroaderdigitaleconomyjobjectives;
3/ institutionalizing|stakeholderparticipation/injpolicyldesign;

4| enhancinglegaland technological capacity/foriregulationjand enforcement;jand

5] implementing continuous policylevaluationimechanisms.

By resolving doctrinal uncertainty and| institutional fragmentation, Iran can| move| toward a|
more| coherent,| adaptive,| and future-oriented governancel model fon cryptocurrencies—one|
thatibalancesinnovationjwithnationalleconomiciand securityiconsiderations.

Keywords: Public/Policyl,|Cryptocurrencyl|Information/Age
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1. Introduction

Thelintroduction/ofiMarxismjinto/Afghanistanwas not merelyithelimportation/ofiaforeign/ide-
ologylonthe direct result ofiSoviet influence.| It took shape within|a historical context marked
byl political instability, social inequality,| weak| state| institutions,| modern| education, and Cold|
Waririvalry|During the 1960s and|1970s,| Marxism|entered Afghan| political and intellectual life|
asd radical discourse| that promised social justice| equality| anti-feudal reform,and a modern|
alternative/totheltraditionallorder.

Thig studyl examines how Marxist discoursel entered Afghanistan,| who| itg earlyl agents and|
interpreters were, through/ which| institutionalland cultural channels itt was reproduced, and|
why it failed to|become a hegemonicsocial discourse | Thel mainjargument is thatf Marxism|in-
fluenced urbanjintellectuals,students, party activists|and military officers, but failed to build|
astablelconnectionjwiththereligious,tribaljandlocalstructuresofiAfghan/society.

2. Theoretical framework!

Thel theoretical framework ofi thig studyl is based on| ideological diffusion| theory in| a postco-
lonial context.| Thislapproach|argues that ideologies doj notimove between|societies in|a fixed|
form. They are| transferred through| education| politicall parties| media, translation, cultural|
institutions,|and intellectual elites|Afterientering a newsociety, theylare reinterpreted,local-
ized|resisted,|ontransformedbyilocalsocialand|culturalconditions.

Afghanistan|is a significant case in| thig regard | Its proximityi to thel Soviet Union| political re-
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lations with| the| Eastern|Bloc, thel education| off Afghan| students|injsocialist countries, and the|
circulationjofiMarxistitexts created favorable conditions forithe diffusionofileftistiideas.| Atithe|
same|time,|Afghan|societylwas deeply shaped byi religion, tribal relations, locallauthority,and|
traditional legitimacy. Thismade/Marxismjinstitutionallyinfluential buticulturallycontested.

3. Methodology

This research| uses a qualitativel historical-discursivel design| based on Norman| Fairclough's
Critical Discourse/Analysis/ It treats history as the|socio-political context ofidiscourseland ex-
amineslhowMarxismjwas/produced,circulated,legitimized,/andresisted/inAfghanistan.
Theldatainclude| 18 selected|issues ofifKhalg and Parcham| 7 official documents ofi the People’s
Democratic|Party ofiAfghanistan|and 9 literary|educational |and media texts.| Theanalysis fo-
cuses on keyiconcepts| metaphors, binaryioppositions,| naming practices,and patterns ofiso-
cialrepresentation/ltisiconductedat 3 levels;textual analysis,discursive practices,|andsociall
practicesjrelated tojpowerreligion|tribe class|and ColdWarpolitics.

4, Discussion

Thel findings show thati Marxism| entered and expanded in| Afghanistan| through| 3 main chan-
nels.| Thelfirst channel was thel network] ofj intellectuals and students educated| in| the| Eastern|
Blod oninfluenced byiglobal leftist movements.| Theyl translated,simplified,and reinterpreted|
Marxist concepts fort Afghanjaudiences, especially injurban and universityi circles.| They pre-
sented Marxismjas a scientificand moral responselto poverty)inequality|feudalismand polit-
icalcorruption.

Thelsecond channel was| thel People’'s Democratic Partyl off Afghanistan. The| partyl organized)
politicized, and institutionalized Marxist discourse| Its| 2 main| factions, Khalq and Parcham||
produced) different styles off leftist| politicall language. Khalq used a more radical and revolu-
tionary| discourse, whilel Parcham combined Marxisti concepts| with| a softer nationalist and|
institutional language.| However | factionall divisions weakened the coherencel of Marxist dis-
courselandreduced itsabilityitogain/broadlegitimacy.

Thelthird channelwas thelnetwork oficultural |educational jand mediginstitutions.Kabul Uni-
versity,studentcircles, partyi publications,translations,radio programs, theater|and politicall
literature all contributed to thel circulation| of leftist ideas.| These| institutions| helped Marxist]
discourse| enter the| culturall life off thel urban educated) class.| Yet its reach remained| limited.|
In ruralland traditional areas,| Marxism|was| often| perceived as foreign,secular|anti-religious|
anddependenton/the/SovietUnion.

The failure off Marxism in| Afghanistan was| not| caused only| byl external pressure| on politicall
errors|Adeeperreasonwas the/gapbetween/importedideologicallanguageland theidominant
meaning| system| off Afghan| society.| Concepts such| as| class struggle,| dictatorship| of| the pro-
letariat| anti-feudall revolution| and seculan modernization| could not become dominant sig-
nifiers/in/a society|shaped by religion, tribe|local identity, and traditional authority. Marxism|
seized state|powerforiaperiod|butfailedtocreate broadsocialconsent.

5. Conclusion

Thelstudy concludes that Marxism|in| Afghanistan/was neithen a purelylimposed ideology non
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al deeplyl rooted social movement| It resulted from| thel interaction| between| internall crises|
and external ideological forces. Political illegitimacy, economic inequality, weak| reformist
projects| modern education, and urban| intellectual activity created| favorable conditions| for
Marxist ideas.| However|dependencelon the|Soviet| Union| elite-centered discourse | factionall
divisions,|weak| localization,|and conflict with|religiousiand tribal structures prevented Marx-
ism/frombecominghegemonic.

The| Afghan| casel shows| that] thel political success| off an| ideologyl does not necessarilyl mean|
social legitimacy.| Marxism| became| powerful through| institutions| parties| media,| and the|
military, but remained sociallyl limited. This gap between institutionall power and sociall ac-
ceptance| contributed) tol resistance, polarization, and the| collapsel off thel Marxist project] in|
Afghanistan. Future studies can examine thel reception off Marxist| discoursel among women|

ruralcommunities|military officers|students,|andreligiousiactors.

Keywords: Marxism,| Afghanistan,| People’'ss Democratic Party, Ideological Diffusion, Criticall
DiscourselAnalysis.
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