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With the issuance of the constitutional decree and the establishment of the constitu-
ent assembly in Iran ,the state counselor, in a detailed speech, considers the principles
of Iran's foreign policy to be preserving the independence of the homeland, observing
alliance relations with friendly states, and observing the freedom of general trade on an
equal footing. In the text of the negotiations of the constituent assembly, the represent-
atives have a positive approach to the west, and western countries are placed in the po-
sition of supporters of the constitutionalist and freedom-seeking movement of Iranians.
Therefore the characteristics of the foreign policy reflected in the constitution of the
constitutional revolution are non-revolutionary and realistic, rational, peaceful, and in
line with the international system. The question raised in this research is why the foreign
policy resulting from the constitution of the constitutional revolution was mainly real-

istic, non-revolutionary, rational, and formed based on coordination with the interna-
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tional system and the great powers? The emergence of foreign policy in the constitution
of the constitutional revolution cannot be limited only to the moment the text of the law
was written by the Constituent Assembly; rather,a historical event should be considered
as full of the accumulation of history and the sociological foundations of events. By re-
searching the past, in addition to understanding the reasons for historical developments,
guidelines can be provided for recognizing, predicting, or changing political phenomena
in the future. The method of this research is historical-interpretive and relies on George

Lawson's theory of historical sociology.

2-Theoretical framework

In the historical sociology of revolutions, there has been less scholarly research on the
outcomes of revolutions than on their causes. This may be because it is assumed that
if the revolutionaries succeed, the results of revolutions will follow directly. Howev-
er, research on the outcomes of revolutions contradicts this assumption. Revolutionary
outcomes often take unexpected turns. The heyday of the study of revolutions coin-
cided with the emergence of sociology as an independent discipline in the 1960s and
1970s. During that period, Charles Tilley, in From Mobilization to Revolution, and Theda
Skocpol, in States and Social Revolutions, produced studies that are now considered
classics. Tilley's analysis of revolutionary phenomena began with the study of human
performance ,while Skocpol's point of departure was structural. The development of fifth
generation accounts of revolutions requires moving beyond the binary of structure and
agent toward an inter-social approach that conceptualizes social action in a broader
configuration. George Lawson's views on revolution are arguably the most complete
theory of revolution in historical sociology, as he has advanced the place of revolution in
sociological theory from both quantitative and qualitative perspectives. The attempt to

integrate causal and historical action in his theoryis noteworthy

3-Methodology

George Lawson's view of revolution is undoubtedly the most complete theory of revolu-
tion in historical sociology, as he has elevated the place of revolution in sociological the-
ory from both quantitative and qualitative perspectives. The attempt to integrate causal
and historical actionin his theory is noteworthy.

Lawson believes that the works of thinkers of the third and fourth generations of revolu-
tionary theory, despite their claim to pay attention to international factors, contain two
shortcomings: first, having an analytical gap between national and international factors

and second, considering a minimal role for the international system.
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George Lawson analyzes revolutionary episodes of the modern era (beginning with the
Glorious Revolution of 1688) to understand how geopolitics, transnational circulation of
ideas and individuals, organizational capabilities, and contingent choices come together
to shape the emergence of revolutionary situations and the paths and outcomes of rev-
olutions. Lawson organizes causal configurations with ideal types in to three temporal
categories. The first of these relates changes in the vulnerability of inter-social relations
of particular types of regimes and systemic political, economic, and symbolic crises to the
emergence of revolutionary situations. The second category of configurations —levels of
elite loyalty, particularly through the coercive apparatus and the capacity of the oppo-
sition to create coherent revolutionary moments and unite diverse coalitions— explain
the paths taken at the peak of revolutions. Lawson’s third critical configuration for rev-
olutionary outcomes is the emergence of a “fused order” that combines elements of the
post-revolutionary social order with those of the pre-revolutionary order. The continua-
tion of ongoing and often contested inter-social interactions, international intervention
in domestic affairs - and what he calls “ambivalent outcomes,” outcomes that depend on
“situational logics derived from purposeful action taken in contested social contexts.” In
this article, we will examine the results of the revolution in the formation of foreign policy

inthe Constitutional Law, using the approach of "inter-social" narratives.

The first configuration of the historical sociological situation and contexts of the Consti-
tutional Revolution, such as the role of intellectuals and the praise of the Western other,
the competition of local forces in the shadow of the great powers, regional democratic
revolutions, and the expansion of the press and its new orientation in the decades leading
up to the Constitutional Revolution, provided the basis for the revolution.

In the second path, the configuration of the gap in the forces of the Qajar court, the asso-
ciation of scholars and merchants with intellectuals, and the exchange of security in the
shelter of foreign consulates for fear of domestic rulers and at the international level, the
change in the balance of foreign forces led to the mobilization of political forces in the
revolution.

In the third stage, the configuration of the revolutionary results of the hegemony of in-
tellectual forces in the Constituent Assembly and the formulation of a regime based on a
peaceful foreign policy,unity and freedom of international trade, the adoption of Western
techniques, and the avoidance of personal interests and the preservation of national in-
terests and interests, a rational foreign policy was formed in the approach of the repre-

sentatives.
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The characteristics of foreign policy in the Constitution of the Constitutional Revolution
are non-revolutionary and democratic, rational and based on neutrality and peaceful for-
eignrelations. To answer why this type of foreign policy was formed in the Constitutional
Revolution from the perspective of historical sociology,we refer to the examination of a
complex configuration of the contexts, path and results of the revolution using George
Lawson's approach and what he calls the ambivalent domestic and international results.
During the Constitutional Revolution, systemic political, economic and symbolic crises,
including poverty, insecurity and the relationship of local powers with foreign forces and
the formation of the Western intellectual movement, have led to a change in the vulner-
ability of inter-social relations and the formation of a revolutionary situation. In the sec-
ond stage, with the split in the government apparatus and the capacity of the opposition
and revolutionary leaders to unite diverse coalitions with the sit-in at the British embas-
sy, the path taken at the peak of the Constitutional Revolution entered a new stage that
was affected by the international context and the structure and competition of foreign
forces. In the final stage, with the hegemony of the constitutional forces and the margin-
alization of pro-legitimacy forces, a rational and realistic foreign policy was formed, in
line with the international system envisioned by intellectuals in the constitutional revo-
lution.

Keywords: Historical sociology, foreign policy, Iran, Constitutional Revolution.
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In recent decades, the mechanisms of content control over cultural products have un-
dergone significant transformation. Traditionally, in many societies, media content was
subject to prior legal and ethical oversight by governmental or regulatory bodies. The aim
was to prevent the dissemination of unethical, anti-cultural, or politically harmful con-
tent. However, with the expansion of the internet and the rise of social media platforms,
these centralized oversight mechanisms have become less effective. The proliferation
and democratization of content production-primarily user-generated-has disrupted
previous top-down regulatory models, making it increasingly difficult to monitor inap-
propriate content.

Today, most online interactions occur within a few dominant digital platforms. These
platforms exercise considerable influence over the flow of information and user behavior,
aprocess known as the platformization of the internet. As a result, the traditional bound-
aries of national sovereignty have been challenged, with platforms increasingly taking on
governance functions that were once the exclusive domain of the state.

This paper investigates how large digital platforms, particularly Meta (formerly Face-
book), have developed internal content moderation mechanisms and how these inter-
sect, collide with, or accommodate national sovereignty. In particular, the study explores
the emergence of hybrid governance models where corporate and state mechanisms for

governing digital spaces become intertwined.

1.Assistantprofessorofcyberspacestudies,RICAC. Tehran,Iran(correspondingauthor)hassani@ricac.ac.ir
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Methodology

The research adopts a policy analysis approach, drawing on the method proposed by Sp-
ringate-Baginski and Soussan (2002), which emphasizes systematic document analysis.
The study is primarily based on the examination of Meta’s internal policy documents,
including its Terms of Service, Community Standards, transparency reports, and various
policy guidelines for Facebook, Instagram, and WhatsApp. Additionally, the research re-
views public policy documents from governmental and supranational bodies, particularly
in the European Union and Germany. Key legal instruments analyzed include the General
Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), the Digital Services Act (DSA), and Germany’s NetzDG
law, which mandates the removal of illegal content within 24 hours. Comparative analysis

alsoincludes content governance policies in countries such as France and the UK.

The findings are presented in two sections: Internal Content Moderation Mechanisms
of Meta: Meta employs a layered model of content governance involving both automated
and human moderation. Its main policy tools-Community Standards and Terms of Ser-
vice-are used to define what constitutes acceptable behavior and content. The platform
uses a "remove, reduce, inform" strategy to manage harmful or misleading content. This
involves removing content that violates policies, reducing the visibility of borderline con-
tent, and informing users about potential harms. Meta's transparency reports show that
the company often complies with national laws by geo-blocking or removing content
at the request of governments. Notably, Germany ranks among the highest in terms of
content removal requests, illustrating the country’s active enforcement of digital sover-
eignty. State Responses and Hybrid Governance Models: European governments have
reacted to platform dominance by enacting legislation aimed at restoring a degree of
sovereignty over digital spaces. The EU has taken aleadership role in this regard, promot-
ing a model of shared governance where digital platforms are compelled to comply with
national and supranational rules. For instance, the GDPR ensures the protection of per-
sonal data across EU member states, regardless of where the platform is based. The DSA
mandates platforms to remove illegal content and increase transparency in their content
moderation decisions. Germany’s NetzDG law further specifies that social media plat-
forms must act within defined timeframes to remove illegal content or face heavy fines.
These legal frameworks represent a reactive and proactive strategy by states to counter-
balance the normative and infrastructural power of platforms. The result is a form of gov-
ernance where national legal systems are integrated into platform moderation practices,

creating a hybrid regime of platform-state co-regulation.
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This study concludes that platform governance-particularly in content moderation-has
evolved into a complex assemblage of corporate and state authority. The central role
played by digital platforms in shaping online discourse and regulating user behavior plac-
es them in a position akin to quasi-sovereign entities. However, in regions such as the
European Union, state actors have pushed back, insisting on the reassertion of territorial
sovereignty in the digital domain. The governance model that emerges from this dynamic
is one of shared and hybrid sovereignty, where the legitimacy and capacity to govern are
distributed between states and transnational corporations. This model holds significant
implications for the future of internet governance, particularly concerning the protec-
tion of fundamental rights, freedom of expression, and the regulatory capacity of na-

tion-statesin a globalized digital environment.

Keywords: sovereignty, governance in platforms, content moderation, digital sovereign-

ty, Meta.
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2. e-Commerce Directive
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1. Audio-visual Media Service Directive (AVMSD)
2. Child Sexual Exploitation and Abuse Directive

3. Counter-Terrorism Directive

4. Directive on Copyright in the Digital Single Market
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Understanding and explaining political phenomena is one of the most important objec-
tives of political science, and the experiences of the Islamic Republic of Iran in shaping
resistance in Iraq certainly fall under this category. It must be acknowledged that the
main foundations for forging a strategic alliance in Iran-Iraq relations, especially after
2003, have been more favorable than ever due to several reasons: first, the developments
in Iraq play a key role in Iran's political and security matters, such as preserving security,
territorial integrity, and countering terrorism; second, cultural commonalities, religious
ties, and economic exchanges have significantly contributed to forming a strategic alli-
ance between the two nations. Indeed, if we were to highlight the most significant role or
performance of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Iraq, particularly from the perspective of
establishing grassroots resistance forces, we must acknowledge that itis none other than

assistingIragin achievingindependence from the United States.

Theoretical Framework: Defensive Realism

The proposed conceptual framework, given Iran's profound security concerns regarding
threats posed by the U.S. presence in Iraq, discussions of regime change in Iran, as well as
multi-layered security challenges in Iraq that affect Iran’s security and interests (such as the
potential return of Ba'athists to power after Saddam Hussein’s fall in 2003), can better ex-
plain the strategies and actions of the Islamic Republic of Iran. However, the former threats

posedbyIraqtoIran post-2003 have largely transformed into valuable opportunities.
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Analyzingthe PerformanceofthelslamicRepublicoflraniniraq
(withaFocusonthe FormationofPeople-CentricResistance)

ThreatsOperateatTwo Levels:

1. External (Non-Iraqi): These emerged due to the U.S.'s military invasion and exten-
sive military-security presence in Iraq near Iran's borders.

2. Internal (Iraqi): Iraqg’s historical military-security threats to Iran have had a pro-
longed past. Iraq (be it under the Ottoman Empire, during the mandate period, the
monarchy, the republic, or the Ba'athist era) has always been a significant source of
security threats to Iran, given its substantial power and resources, geographical prox-
imity, economic and military capabilities, and aggressive intentions harbored by some

ofitsleaders and regimes.

Research Methodology

This study employs a qualitative descriptive-explanatory method (without adopting an
analytical approach). However, to expand the research in the future, an analytical per-
spective should also be incorporated. Thus, the research methodology is a qualitative

approachinvolving the examination of documents, statements, and interviews.

In the military-security domain, the most significant actions and services of the Islamic
Republic of Iran aimed at reducing Iraq's dependency on foreign powers include the fol-
lowing: prohibiting permanent U.S. military bases on Iraqi soil, preventing the formal ac-
tivity of the Israeli regime in Iraq, countering threats within Iraqi territory, and thwarting

the disintegration of the country.

Considering the shared interests of Iran and Iraq, U.S. military, security, and political
plans in Iraq were fundamentally at odds with the joint interests of the Islamic Republic
of Iran and Iraq. While the U.S. turned Iraq into an arena for conflict with the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, the Islamic Republic of Iran endeavored to ensure that this confrontation
would not harm Iraq or its interests, and that the cost of countering U.S. plans in Iraq and
theregion would not be borne by the Iraqi people.

In this context, people-centric security is, in fact,anew concept that emerged in both prac-
tical and theoretical arenas through the formation of the "Basij" (Popular Mobilization Forc-
es)in Iran following the 1979 Islamic Revolution. Two fundamental elements of its structure
include religion and the people (the so-called ideological-popular structure). The Hashd
al-Shaabi in Iraq also follows this principle, and the popular security model present in the
Basij structure of the Islamic Republic of Iran has, as some Iraqi officials and statesmen have

acknowledged, played a significant role inits development and evolution.

Key words: Popular resistance in Iraq, Islamic Republic of Iran, Hashd Shaabi, America,

Marjiiat(Religious Authority).
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1- INTRODUCTION

Regionalism, convergence and cooperation around political and economic issues have a long history
in the field of international relations. This type of cooperation has been pursued mainly based on
political-economic considerations and with a view based on national interests and with pessimism
towards competitors. But bioregionalism is a relatively new concept that can reduce the pessimism
of governments towards regional cooperation to some extent. In fact, bioregionalism may be able to
provide a suitable platform for facing the new environmental challenges of the 21st century. In this
research, while explaining the concept of bioregionalism, it is attempted to theoretically examine the
possibility of operationalizing bioregionalism by mentioning case examples in three local, regional and
global scales. Therefore, the current research seeks to find an answer to this question, how can biore-
gionalism be a platform for regional environmental cooperation? And what challenges are there in the

field of bioregionalism?

2- THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

From a geopolitical point of view, ecological regions do not correspond much too international bor-
ders, and this causes a series of discontinuities between "environment" and "political demarcation".
Therefore, dealing with ecological destruction requires national cooperation and other geopolitical
fields. Many geopolitical boundaries also include natural features as part of their overall organization.
Until a few decades ago, political demarcation had little impact on ecosystems because it was usually
marked by border posts and did not obstruct the passage of habitats in border areas. But especially
since two decades ago, we have seen a sharp strengthening of border infrastructure, especially since
the security discourse in border areas and the border becoming a point of confrontation with smug-
gling, illegal immigrants and undesirable elements. These infrastructures are generally built in the form
of walls and electric and steel fences. As a result, the integrated connection of the ecosystems has be-
come disjointed and split. A large part of the natural environment around these border infrastructures

has been disrupted, and this requires a review and finding a solution to deal with this security situation.
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3- METHODOLOGY

The basis of this research is the type of descriptive-analytical studies based on the collection of library
information, the examination of documents and documents and their analysis and of the qualitative
type. Qualitative research includes a set of activities, each of which helps the researcher in some way
to obtain first-hand information about the research topic, and in this way, analytical, perceptive and

classified descriptions are obtained from the collected information.

4- RESULTS & DISCUSSION

The most important prerequisite for the consolidation of bioregionalism is to find different fields and
platforms for the cooperation of governments around it. Without the existence of common regional
concerns and issues, there is no hope for the realization of bioregionalism. Therefore, first, it should
be seen in which areas governments can move towards the realization of bioregionalism. But among
these areas, border protected areas have relatively more potential. We are on the threshold of a stage
that has made it necessary to protect the remaining natural environments of the earth. Bioregional-
ism can be from above (government-base), that is, through political efforts by governments in order
to create unifying regional units and regulate common policies in border protected areas, or which is
realized from the bottom (grassroots) through the investment of private and international companies

and people's institutions.

5- CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

Bioregionalism can be achieved by two methods: top-down (government-based) and bottom-up (peo-
ple-based). The findings of the research show that in order to achieve bioregionalism, two paths must
be taken simultaneously.

1- Short-term and pragmatic path; in this direction, efforts should be made for societies and govern-
ments to adopt policies and changes that will lead us to the right path of bioregionalism and from
systems that actively harm our planet and societies.

2- Long-term and idealistic path; in this way, by adopting a future-oriented approach, they should be
guided towards utopian and long-term methods. Competition-oriented views in the field of interna-
tional relations can also be the most important challenge for bioregionalism. These types of views gen-
erally look at regional and international cooperation with suspicion and believe that governments are
only looking for their national interests in regional and international environments. This provides more
competition than cooperation and will eventually turn competition into conflict. Also, the findings of
the research show that another issue that can create a significant difference in the quality of bioregion-
alism in different societies is the level of economic-cultural development of different societies and the

level of hostility or friendliness between the target countries of bioregionalism.

Key Words: Bioregionalism, Border, Protected Areas, Nature, State
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

The European Union has experienced considerable growth and expansion over the past decades. From
its limited origins in the coal and steel community in 1952, to the formation of the Treaty of Rome in
1957, the formation of the European Parliament in 1979, the completion of the single market in 1992
which guarantees the free flow of labour, goods and services, and The adoption of a single currency in
2002, all of this process led the European Union to move its members towards a full-scale and multi-di-
mensional convergence. So that with the British membership in the position of one of the three main
European powers and also a member of the seven economic powers. and the industrial world, this un-
ion appeared more than ever before as a powerful political and economic unit in the field of the inter-
national system, and this, considering the important and influential role of Britain at the international
and regional level, strengthened the economic foundation and even strengthened the system However,
the emergence of a phenomenon called Brexit in 2016 proves the existence of significant gaps among
the members of the most significant regional convergence in the current century, the European Union.
These gaps indicate the existence of serious conflicts among the members and the fragile nature of
such Convergence is also considered in theory and practice.

2- Theoretical framework

Neorealism explains regional convergence in the framework of international cooperation in an interna-
tional anarchic system. From the point of view of neorealists, it must be said that cooperation between
self-interested countries in a system based on anarchy is very difficult. Because in an anarchic system,
countries are worried that cooperation and convergence will lead to dependence on others and in-
crease their vulnerability. While in the self-help international system, the policy of self-reliance and
self-sufficiency is wiser and more economical than mutual dependence.

3- Methodology

The present study explains Brexit by using the descriptive-analytical method and in the form of adapt-
ing the political and economic mechanism governing the European Union with the neo-realist ap-

proach to the concept of convergence. Since the European Union came to the fore in the form of a

1. PhD in International Relations ,Faculty of Law, Theology and Political Sciences ,Science and Research
Unit, Islamic Azad University.Thran,Iran.(Corresponding Author Email: mrbigdeli@outlook.com) ORCID
ID 0000-0003-0994-9346
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purely economic union, until today, when we talk about convergence in all legal and political fields,
this union has come a long way. But this trend has had a fluctuating movement affected by the national
interests of countries and regional and international events, which sometimes increased convergence
and sometimes diverged. The founding leaders of the European Union, by setting more idealistic goals,
always wanted the process of convergence in the Union to be moved from the economy to other areas,
and this process has always followed broad goals.

4- Discussion

From the point of view of neo-realism, divergence begins due to the self-reliance and self-interest of
governments with conflicting goals and interests. In the same way, Britain, despite being a member and
following the policies of the European Union, not only could not align its national interests with the
policies of this union.. Rather, due to the creation of a kind of interdependence, he also saw his national
sovereignty at risk.From the point of view of neorealism, Britain is in an anarchic system where there
is no overarching global power. Security remains Britain's primary objective as it seeks to maintain its
territorial integrity and political independence. From the point of view of neo-realists, Britain is obliged
to maintain its security alone. Because the mistrust resulting from anarchy considers reliance on other
members as dangerous. Therefore, membership of the European Union threatens the security of the
United Kingdom. Because Britain has relied more on the support of other countries and handed over its
political and economic power to the institutions of the European Union. Brexit acted as a response to
Britain's vulnerable security position, allowing the country to regain lost political and economic power
and balance itself against emerging European power.In the framework of neorealism, because coun-
tries live in anarchy conditions, they are equally sensitive to their absolute interests. Therefore, they
try not to make less profit compared to their fellow competitors. Also, they are always worried about
relative profit, which makes it difficult and unattainable to achieve cooperation, convergence and con-
tinuity.From the point of view of neo-realism and based on the principle of calculating the relative and
absolute benefit of the UK, it is believed that the membership of this country in the European Union is
against the national interests of the UK due to its high economic strength.

5- Conclusion

A neorealist explanation about the Brexit phenomenon portrays Britain in an anarchic system where
the government is obliged to ensure its own survival due to the inherent distrust of the anarchic sys-
tem. In the framework of neorealism, the conflict between national interests and Transnationalism,
which is the result of convergence at high political and economic levels, as well as the confrontation
between national sovereignty and trans-nationalist sovereignty of this union, caused Britain to replace
convergence with divergence after several decades in order to preserve its interests and national sov-
ereignty.Distrust as a result of anarchy causes countries to always express concern about interdepend-
ence and in a system based on self-help, governments prefer self-reliance policy to convergence. As
the UK also left the European Union in the first important action of the defense budget. increased itself
significantly. On the other hand, structural realism believes that in anarchy conditions, self-interested
governments, as much as they emphasize their absolute interests, try not to get less profit from their
partner countries, and by calculating the profit Relatively, they try to maximize their interests. Due to
Brexit, Britain freed itself from the mechanism based on the sovereignty and transnational interests
of this union, and as an important challenge against the convergence at the European Union level by
violating the assumptions of theories based on fixed liberal thought. Even in the age of globalization,

the paradigm of realism is considered a dominant approach.

Keyword: Neorealism, Integration, European Union, Brexit, Britain
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Extended Abstract:

1. Introduction

In today's world, the power of political units can no longer be interpreted in a linear and
one-dimensional manner. The fluidity of strategic environments, the expansion of influence
networks, and the growing geopolitical complexities have transformed power acquisition
into a systematic and network-based process. Given these shifts, the primary research
question is: “How can the Islamic Republic of Iran develop its power amidst geopolitical
instability and rapid changes?” This article aims to explore new dimensions of power and

identify meaningful patterns for better understanding Iran's role in international affairs.
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2. Theoretical Framework

This study is situated within the framework of complexity and chaos theory, seeking to ana-
lyze Iran’s power acquisition through the lens of network-hybrid geopolitics. Based on the
theory of complex adaptive systems, the international system operates as a nonlinear enti-
ty, where minor changes can have widespread effects (sensitive dependence). Furthermore,
this study emphasizes that power in the modern era is increasingly understood not through
traditional structural frameworks but through networking, flexibility, and the integration of

different power instruments (hard, soft, smart).

3. Research Methodology

This research employs an abductive methodological approach. Instead of relying solely on
deductive or inductive reasoning, the abductive method aims to provide the best possible
explanation for unstable and complex conditions. By analyzing emerging trends in global
geopolitics, this study evaluates various power acquisition models and identifies the net-
work-based mechanisms utilized by the Islamic Republic of Iran to expand its regional and

global influence.

4. Discussion

This section delves into Iran’s operational strategies for power acquisition, demonstrating
how the country has enhanced its geopolitical positioning through network-building, cy-
berspace capabilities, and the engineering of power distribution in complex international
environments. Additionally, Iran’s role in the emerging Eurasian order, its involvement in
the Asia-Pacific region, and its engagement with China’s "Belt and Road Initiative" are exam-
ined. Findings suggest that Iran is adapting to new power transformations and leveraging

unconventional models to advance its geopolitical strategies.

5. Conclusion

The study concludes that, in an era of complexity, traditional power acquisition models no
longer suffice. Through the utilization of power networks, the integration of hard and soft
power tools, and engagement with new international order structures, the Islamic Republic
of Iran has successfully strengthened its power formation processes. This article under-
scores the significance of developing a network-oriented understanding of geopolitics and
introduces the network-hybrid geopolitical model as an innovative conceptual framework

for analyzing power acquisition in the evolving global landscape.

Key words: Geopolitics, Network Order, Complexity, Emergence, New International Order.
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1. Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (E.S.C.A.P)
2. Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus-Asia(TRACECA)
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The ongoing war in Ukraine, although geographically situated within the European conti-
nent, transcends regional boundaries and constitutes a fundamental confrontation among
global powers. At its core, this conflict reflects the anticipated decline of American he-
gemony and the emergence of a new contest over the structure of the future international
order. From this perspective, Russia’s strategic posture, decision-making processes at the
highest levels of power, and military actions in Ukraine carry profound implications for the
future trajectory of global governance and the distribution of power on the international
stage. Consequently, analyzing this event as a geopolitical and geostrategic turning point
holds significant importance for understanding contemporary global developments.

The objective of this article is to elucidate and examine the geopolitical motivations and
considerations that have drawn Russia into the Ukrainian crisis, particularly within the
framework of a rapidly evolving international system that has undergone significant trans-
formations since the end of the Cold War. The central research question guiding this study
is: What strategic and geopolitical logic, under Vladimir Putin’s leadership, shapes Russia’s
approach to the Ukraine crisis? To address this question, the present research employs
geopolitical theories as its analytical framework and hypothesizes that Russia’s intervention
in Ukraine is fundamentally driven by its desire to secure a central and decisive role in
shaping the new world order. Indeed, Russia aims not only to guarantee its regional security
and influence but also to reconstruct the global power structure in a manner that limits

Western hegemony—especially that of the United States—and enhances its own position in

1. Assistant Professor of International Relations, Political Science Department, University of Guilan
Corresponding Author Email: danyalrezapoor@guilan.ac.ir
2. PhD of International Relations University of Tehran



AnalyzingVladimirPutin’sstrategytowardsthenew
worldorderwithanemphasisontheUkrainewar

international affairs.

One distinguishing feature of Russia’s strategy in this conflict is its multidimensional nature;
this strategy integrates military, economic, and ideological components, all deployed to
achieve overarching strategic goals. Despite the significance of these dimensions, a con-
siderable portion of prior scholarship has insufficiently addressed Moscow’s short-term
geopolitical interests in Ukraine. This study, by focusing on this underexplored aspect,
demonstrates that Russia’s short-term interests—including securing control over key ter-
ritories and maintaining influence over Kyiv's policies—have played a vital role alongside
long-term objectives in shaping Moscow’s strategic decisions. In other words, Russia’s mil-
itary intervention seeks not only to fulfill immediate interests but also to redefine Ukraine’s
security and political architecture in a way that consolidates its geopolitical position.The
findings indicate that the Ukraine war represents a geopolitical inflection point capable of
precipitating structural transformations in the international order. In this regard, the post-
war fate of Ukraine holds critical importance not only for the country itself but also for the
overall configuration of global power. It can be argued that Ukraine will soon serve as a
litmus test for the shape and substance of the emerging global order, where multilateralism,
power struggles among various blocs, and geopolitical competition will play increasingly
prominent roles. Analyzing this issue, particularly in the context of power relations among
Russia, the United States, and other major global actors, is essential for understanding fun-
damental changes in the architecture of the international system.

From a methodological standpoint, this study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, uti-
lizing qualitative methods such as process tracing and case study analysis to rigorously
examine Russia’s interventions in the Ukraine crisis. Data sources include documentary
materials, up-to-date scholarly literature, and reputable online platforms, ensuring the an-
alytical depth and scientific rigor of the research. This methodology allows for a compre-
hensive identification and analysis of both Russia’s long-term and short-term interests and
strategies, while effectively linking theoretical perspectives with empirical realities.
Ultimately, this study shows that Russia’s intervention in Ukraine should not be viewed
merely as a regional dispute or an internal crisis but rather as part of a broader geopo-
litical struggle to redefine the global balance of power. This war, coinciding with shifts in
the East-West power dynamic, serves as a battlefield for ideological contestations, military
capabilities, and economic interests, significantly influencing the future of the international
order. Therefore, a deeper understanding of Russia’s strategic logic in this context holds
critical importance for political analysts, diplomats, and policymakers aiming to grasp the
trajectories of the global system in the years to come.

Keywords: Russia, New World Order, Geopolitics, Ukraine, United States, Hegemony, In-

ternational Conflict
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Extended Abstract:

1-Introduction

The rise of China as a global and regional power has prompted the United States and its lib-
eral allies to implement security and economic initiatives to address their concerns and to
constrain Beijing. As an extension of these initiatives, NATO, the transatlantic military alli-
ance, has also become increasingly focused on China, developing programs and actions that
have drawn reactions from Chinese officials. This shift signals NATO's growing presence in
the Indo-Pacific. This article, examines NATO's evolving strategy towards China. It analyzes
how the alliance seeks to expand its influence in the Indo-Pacific to counterbalance China's
rise. The theory Balance of Threat suggests that NATO's revised strategic concept, with
its increased focus on China, aims to strengthen ties with like-minded partners and build
consensus for regional containment.

2-Theoretical framework

The research problem is explained within the framework of the balance of threat theory.
From NATO's perspective, China's growing power poses a real and tangible threat to the
existing rules-based international order. The alliance perceives China's expanding influence
across various power domains as a challenge requiring action. In recent years, NATO's
strategic documents have been redefined to explicitly acknowledge China as a key factor
shaping the Indo-Pacific security landscape.

3-Methodology

This study employs an experiential epistemology and an analytical-explanatory method,
gathering credible evidence through empirical methods to elucidate the reality and rela-
tionships between variables. The research design began with an initial idea and evolved
as the researcher's understanding of the subject deepened. Data were collected through
library research, including specialized library searches, internet resources, and databases,
to obtain the necessary theoretical information and literature.
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2. Postdoctoral Researcher in International Relations, Department of International Relations, Kharazmi
University, Tehran, Iran.
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4-Discussion

NATO's 2030 document explicitly labels China a "systemic strategic rival" and a potential
long-term threat to democratic societies, including transatlantic security. Similarly, at the
2021 summit, leaders declared China a "systemic challenge to the rules-based internation-
al order and our Allies' security." This new approach underscores the need for collective
action and a unified understanding of the destabilizing effects of China's rise. Both official
rhetoric and official documents implicitly and explicitly highlight the threat posed by China.
Moreover, these documents emphasize the need for regional alliances and coordination.
NATO member states have also individually increased their focus on the Indo-Pacific in
line with the alliance's strategic shift. The United States, European Union, France, United
Kingdom, Canada, and Germany are among the countries developing their own Indo-Pacific
strategies. The perceived threat from China's rise is gradually reshaping NATO's approach
to cooperation and empowerment of Indo-Pacific governments. This has led to increased
collaboration with regional powers that counter China's influence. Engaging with Indo-Pa-
cific partners is a key pillar of NATO's evolving strategy. The alliance acknowledges these
countries as "unique and essential partners" in its strategic concept, creating new oppor-
tunities for cooperation and coordination. Data suggests that NATO has actively sought
cooperation programs with Indo-Pacific countries since adopting its new Strategic Concept
in 2010. Common threats posed by China are cited as a primary driver for this expanding
cooperation. Liberal democracies like India, Japan, Australia, South Korea, and New Zealand
are NATO's key partners in the region. While cooperation with India remains limited, de-
fense and non-defense collaboration with Japan, Australia, South Korea, and New Zealand
is progressing. The future trajectory of NATO's cooperation with these countries will be
crucial in determining the alliance's long-term role in the Indo-Pacific. Despite its growing
engagement, NATO remains a peripheral security actor in the region. Nevertheless, the
alliance's evolving focus on the Indo-Pacific complicates its security landscape, potentially
impacting global order and cooperation dynamics.

5-Conclusion

The inference is that in the short term, NATO will seek to consolidate and expand its po-
sition in the Indo-Pacific region. Based on available data, NATO has been seeking a coop-
eration program with the Indo-Pacific countries since 2010 and the adoption of its new
strategic concept. Liberal partners, including India, Japan, Australia, South Korea, and New
Zealand, are the core countries of NATO. Despite NATO's plans to be present in India, the
scope of their cooperation is not extensive and intertwined, but in Japan, the scope of de-
fense and non-defense cooperation between the parties has increased and is progressing.
NATO's cooperation with Australia is also progressing, and its defense-security dimensions
have been strengthened. South Korea and New Zealand are also in NATO’s defense and se-
curity cooperation portfolio, and the parties are seeking to plan to strengthen cooperation.
In the long term, expanding support for regional partners in defending them against hard
and hybrid threats will provide a stronger basis for security cooperation with the United
States in the event of an escalation of the Chinese threat.

Keywords: Indo-Pacific, China, Liberal partners, Containment, NATO
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Abstract Text

1-Introduction

Among the countries for China, Iran is important due to its geopolitical and regional po-
sition, as well as its critical and ideological approach to the international order. There-
fore, China-Iran relations, along with China-Russia relations, provide China with a new
opportunity to be the next leading superpower in Central Asia, the Middle East, and the
Persian Gulf. In fact, Iran is likely to be one of the most important countries with a special
geopolitical position among the countries of East and Central Asia. China has established a
remarkable strategic partnership with Iran in order to not only benefit from Iran’s potential
in providing energy resources, but also to take advantage of Iran’s key role in resolving the
issues of Afghanistan, Central Asia, and the Middle East (especially in Syria and Iraq). For
this reason, China recently signed a 25-year strategic agreement with Iran and supported
its full membership in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. In fact, China and Iran can
have close cooperation with each other. These countries have a common policy, which is to

reduce the hegemony of the United States in the world.
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2-Theoretical FRAMEWORK

A pragmatic approach to foreign policy seeks to maximize its benefits by accepting exist-
ing realities. The three general principles of this approach include accepting the existing
international order, being realistic and reasonable in benefits and costs, and being able to
achieve the desired goals. Therefore, a pragmatic foreign policy requires determining and
defining goals based on international realities, prioritizing economic development over ide-

ology, and prioritizing national development and the welfare of citizens over other goals.

3- METHODOLOGY

The research method in this article is qualitative and explanatory; in order to answer the
main question of the article, an attempt has been made to initially describe and analyze the
causes of the asymmetric relations between Iran and China within the framework of prag-
matism and to identify their similarities and differences with an emphasis on the Persian
Gulf and Central Asia. Data and information have been collected through library resources,

websites, and news agencies.

4-Discussion

Before entering into the main discussion, it is necessary to take a brief look at the history of
Iran-China relations. Unlike the recent rapprochement between China and the Arab coun-
tries of the Persian Gulf, the partnership between China and Iran has a long history, and the
leaders of both countries also like to highlight the exchanges between Iranian and Chinese
civilizations from ancient times to the present day (Sazmand and Goodarzi, 2022: 145-146)
However, modern diplomatic relations between the two countries have been more or less
normal for a long time, until bilateral relations were established in the early 1980s and
1990s, as the Chinese wanted to secure energy supplies from a Persian Gulf state outside
the US orbit, and the Islamic Republic of Iran, after Western sanctions, sought a diplomat-
ic alternative. The bilateral relationship between China and Iran has therefore developed
through a kind of asymmetry, which has been accompanied by the decline of Iran's inter-
national influence and the rise of China's economic and political power. As an emerging
superpower, China seeks to increase its influence in the Persian Gulf and to gain favorable
geopolitical and commercial positions in the Middle East, the Caucasus, and Central Asia.
Iran is one of the most important countries that China can cooperate with both economi-
cally and politically. China provides suitable opportunities for Iran’s economy and energy,
and also protects Iran from international isolation, opposition to its nuclear program, and
the FATF through a 25-year agreement (Jafari and Fallah, 2022: 849). China sees Iran and
Central Asia as more than just economic and trade partners, as Iran is also of great security
importance to China. For this reason, after establishing military cooperation, Iran and China
signed an agreement in 2014 to jointly fight terrorism (Vatanka, 2021). However, it is still
possible that China will not be willing to engage with any of Iran’s political and economic

policies, as it will not present itself as trying to intervene in all international issues that are
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influenced by US policies (Yildimircakar, 2023: 360).

5-CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, China’s official interactions with the govern-
ments of Central Asia have steadily increased. This growing engagement is not only due to
the vital issue of geographical proximity and China’s historical and civilizational presence in
the region, but also to its increasing need for the region’s abundant energy resources. The
grand strategy of the New Silk Road—known as the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)—is clear
evidence of China’s expanding influence in Central Asia. Beyond Central Asia, China has also
enhanced its presence in the Persian Gulf in order to secure its interests—particularly in the
energy sector—through a model of cooperation and engagement.

The Islamic Republic of Iran, as an influential regional power in both Central Asia and the
Persian Gulf, naturally holds a unique and strategic position in China's regional diplomacy.
In fact, the convergence between Iran and China, as a rising global power, is most evident
in Iran’s “Look to the East” policy pursued by the administrations of Ahmadinejad, Rouhani,
and Raisi. This convergence is driven by two main factors:

Iran’s historical, geopolitical, and geostrategic position in Central Asia and the Persian Gulf—
particularly as one of China’s key oil suppliers—with significant potential for investment and
cooperation across various sectors;

Iran’s opposition to the unipolar world order led by the United States and the West, which
remains one of the central ideological components of its foreign policy.

Moreover, Iran’s influence in Afghanistan is seen as a guarantee for stability in that country,
and therefore as a mechanism for controlling and limiting Islamist and separatist tendencies
that could threaten China’s eastern borders, especially in Xinjiang province, with potentially
negative security consequences. As such, China sees Iran as a country that can both weaken
American hegemony in the region and serve as a valuable partner for broad cooperation.
However, China's engagement with Iran is conditional. In its stance toward the United
States—along with its regional allies, who are Iran’s main rivals—China has neither adopted a
confrontational model nor fully aligned itself with Iran. Rather, it seeks to secure and pre-
serve its interests within a strategic framework that avoids direct confrontation with the
United States. Consequently, China approaches cooperation with Iran cautiously.
Meanwhile, Iran’s emphasis on ideological, anti-Western, and anti-American rhetoric—
along with its isolation in the international system due to sanctions—has made it difficult
for China to fully commit to a robust partnership with Tehran. Although China has shown a
willingness to strengthen its ties with Iran—as reflected in the 25-year cooperation agree-
ment and its support for Iran’s accession to the Shanghai Cooperation Organization—it has
been unable to rely fully on Iran, especially in key regional integration projects like the Belt
and Road Initiative and other Eurasian frameworks.

Therefore, if Iran, through a more pragmatic policy, seeks to engage more deeply with

China under the “Look to the East” doctrine and attempts to use strategic collaborations
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such as the 25-year agreement merely as tools to ease sanctions and reduce international
isolation, it may miscalculate its position and fail to optimize its capacities. Given Iran’s
challenges in integrating into the global community, China is unlikely to sacrifice its broad-
er interests with the West or with Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries for the limited
benefits it derives from relations with Iran.

It is precisely at this point that we see a divergence between the two countries’ approaches
to pragmatism in foreign policy—an issue that has already manifested itself in past interac-
tions.

Let me know if you would like this adapted into an academic paper or publication format
(with references, structure, abstract, etc.).

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, China’s official interactions with the govern-
ments of Central Asia have steadily increased. This growing engagement is not only due to
the vital issue of geographical proximity and China’s historical and civilizational presence in
the region, but also to its increasing need for the region’s abundant energy resources. The
grand strategy of the New Silk Road—known as the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI)—is clear
evidence of China’s expanding influence in Central Asia. Beyond Central Asia, China has also
enhanced its presence in the Persian Gulf in order to secure its interests—particularly in the
energy sector—through a model of cooperation and engagement.

The Islamic Republic of Iran, as an influential regional power in both Central Asia and the
Persian Gulf, naturally holds a unique and strategic position in China's regional diplomacy.
In fact, the convergence between Iran and China, as a rising global power, is most evident
in Iran’s “Look to the East” policy pursued by the administrations of Ahmadinejad, Rouhani,
and Raisi. This convergence is driven by two main factors:

Iran’s historical, geopolitical, and geostrategic position in Central Asia and the Persian Gulf—
particularly as one of China’s key oil suppliers—with significant potential for investment and
cooperation across various sectors;

It is precisely at this point that we see a divergence between the two countries’ approaches
to pragmatism in foreign policy—an issue that has already manifested itself in past interac-
tions.
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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

Foreign policy as a field of study of international relations is usually analyzed from this point of
view. However, with the entry of historical sociology into international relations and the multifac-
toring of events, analytics that considered the state as a general and integrated actor whose be-
havior is determined by systemic elements were doubted, because these theories did not explain
the historical and complex trends that states act/react at the system. Historical sociology taking
into account the changes and transformations in temporal, the impact/impression of trends on
each other and with a comparative approach between states and societies has tried to detect
the causes and being of phenomena at the level of the system, in addition, to Search articulation
and interact between levels. In this sense, while considering the state as one of the main actors,
it affects the analysis of its relations with society. Also, the historical sociology of foreign policy
studies the causal narration of events with emphasis on history (analytical history, not traditional
and narrative analysis), explaining the phenomena in a chain that has affected each other in the
course of history and has impacted. In addition, this approach attention to the “transboundary”
encounters that have generated and shaped theorizing. “Transboundary” (which is synonymous
with "international"), means the histories that interconnect people across borders, whether those
borders represent groups, States, and territories, empires or other entities. These Theories are
not forged by individuals living within distinct and discrete "local" environments. Rather, the the-
ory is forged through ongoing encounters between "here" and "there, "home" and "abroad," the
"domestic" and the "foreign." Both social and political theories have international origins.

2- Theoretical framework

This paper is to introduce the framework of the historical sociology of foreign policy to analyze
the behavior of states concerning other states, taking into account the historical sociology of the
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state and the historical sociology of international relations. This paper wants to suggest a model
for the analysis of foreign policy. So far, it has been discussed the "historical sociology of state"
and "historical sociology of international relations” (HSIR). This paper will introduce the "histori-
cal sociology of foreign policy" (HSFP) as a connecting link between the two mentioned subjects.
3- Methodology

A Method is a way of addressing the subject of a theory. As ontology, epistemologies, and various
epistemological goals are effective in the general methods of wisdom and at the widest level of meth-
odology, different scientific theories affect the research method of understanding the subjects that
the theories refer to. Generally, method and theory are related to each other; 1) Their relationship is
"directing the method of research" because of the type of research. 2) Theory and method are related
to each other because they both belong to "concepts". 3) Method and theory are related to each other
because they both belong to theoretical perceptions. Therefore, the method of this research, about
the theoretical framework, is based on a qualitative, historical, and analytical method.

4- Discussion

considering the approach of historical sociology of foreign policy, several elements can be con-
sidered to analyze the behavior of states towards external actors: 1) The form of the state, wheth-
er it is authoritarian or whether it interacts with the groups of society, has an impact on its
relations with other states; According to whether they accept the legitimacy of the state or not,
the social groups will obey/disobey the state and as a consequences support/not support the
state in relation with external factor. 2) Events occur in connection with each other and in a
chain, which ultimately makes a consequence. In the analysis of foreign policy according to this
approach, the internal events of the state are in connection with each other, and connection
with external events creates the type of behavior of the state. 3) Considering the internal causal
events of the state, the importance of political, economic, socio-cultural, and military formations
becomes apparent because the degree of success/failure of the state in these formations leads
to the state becoming strong/weak and fragile and as a consequence, the effect will depend on
the relationship with other states. 4) The behavior of the state in the global system is affected by
social interactions, in this sense, the decisions of states are not only influenced by the internal
but also by communication with the external environment.

5- Conclusion

The approach of historical sociology of the state considers the process of formation and construc-
tion of the state. State-building processes provide fundamental insights into the historical-struc-
tural articulation of political processes. The historical sociology of international relations discusses
the processes of global change, which mainly focuses on explaining the historical path of a country
through the internal dynamics of that realm and considering and comparing the ways that other
countries have this. In this sense, the international community has precedence over the interna-
tional system. From the point of view of historical sociology, the actions and reactions of states to
other countries are affected by the internal and external, which in addition to the historical sociol-
ogy of the state, the historical sociology of international relations can also be investigated. So, one
of the matters that can be studied in historical sociology is foreign policy. Regarding the analysis of
foreign policy, the main currents of international relations have mainly focused on one dimension
with the ontology of the state (security, power, economy, identity, etc.). In this sense, the historical
sociology of foreign policy takes into account different elements, from the one-dimensional view of
Intellectual schools of international relations; in this meaning, to analyzing the behavior of the state
in the international system several elements can be considered: the form of states, state-society
relations, causal relationships of events, formulations of state and interactions between society.
Keywords: Historical sociology, State, International relations, Foreign policy
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The role of think tanks in shaping and influencing foreign policy has become increasingly signifi-
cant in contemporary international relations. In the context of the Islamic Republic of Iran, think
tanks are often regarded as critical actors in the formulation and implementation of foreign policy
strategies. However, the extent to which these institutions actually influence Iran's foreign policy
decisions remains a subject of debate. While some argue that Iranian think tanks serve as vital
platforms for generating innovative ideas and providing expert analysis, others contend that their
impact is limited due to the centralized nature of decision-making and the dominant role of state
institutions in foreign policy processes.This study seeks to evaluate the role of think tanks in the
foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran and assess their level of influence. Specifically, it aims
to address the following questions: What is the structural and functional relationship between
think tanks and Iran's foreign policy apparatus? To what extent do these institutions contribute to
policy formulation, strategic planning, and decision-making processes? How do external factors,
such as international sanctions and geopolitical pressures, shape the dynamics of think tanks'
involvement in foreign policy? Finally, what are the challenges and constraints that limit the ef-
fectiveness of think tanks in influencing Iran's foreign policy?By examining these questions, this
research aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of the role and impact of think tanks
in Iran's foreign policy landscape. The findings will contribute to broader academic discussions
on the interplay between think tanks and state policy, particularly in the context of states with

centralized political systems and complex geopolitical environments.
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2-Theoretical framework

Neoclassical realism is a theoretical framework within the field of international relations that
seeks to bridge the gap between structural realism (neorealism) and classical realism. While it
retains the core assumption of structural realism—that the international system is anarchic and
states are primarily motivated by the pursuit of power and security—it incorporates domestic-lev-
el variables to explain state behavior. Neoclassical realists argue that systemic pressures, such
as the distribution of power in the international system, are filtered through unit-level factors,
including state institutions, leadership perceptions, and domestic political dynamics. This inter-
play between systemic and domestic factors shapes how states respond to external threats and
opportunities.In essence, neoclassical realism posits that while the international system sets the
broad parameters of state behavior, domestic variables act as intervening factors that influence
how states interpret and react to systemic pressures. For example, a state's foreign policy de-
cisions may be constrained or enabled by its bureaucratic structure, the ideological orientation
of its leaders, or the level of public support for specific policies. This approach provides a more
nuanced understanding of state behavior by acknowledging the complexity of decision-making
processes and the role of internal politics in shaping foreign policy outcomes.Neoclassical realism
has been applied to analyze a wide range of phenomena, including alliance formation, grand strat-
egy, and responses to systemic shifts such as the rise of new powers. By integrating both systemic
and domestic factors, it offers a more comprehensive framework for explaining why states with

similar structural positions in the international system often pursue divergent foreign policies.

3-Methodology

In this study, we used a mixed research method that has two parts, quantitative and qualitative,
and through data collection tools in the form of face-to-face and online interviews and a target
population of 77 people who are a collection of officials from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
university professors, and researchers from think tanks in the country, in order to answer the
research questions. Finally, considering the analysis and review of data regarding the role of think
tanks in our country's foreign policy, it was concluded that, given the challenges of the country's
foreign policy, the role of think tanks in Iran's foreign policy has emerged with more challenges
and obstacles than its opportunities. Given that the gap between self-perception and influencing
foreign policy in this matter is not in an acceptable state, it cannot be considered a positive and
increasing approach with a look at the future. It is necessary to explain that the statistical sam-
ple of this study includes 77 people who are directly working in the field of activities related to a
think tank related to Iran's foreign policy or are active in this field. The total number of people
active in this category is very limited, and our target population generally consists of a relatively
small number of people. Accordingly, our sample size (77 people) covers a significant portion of
the entire target population, and therefore the conclusions of the study can be generalized to the
entire population with a high degree of confidence. Furthermore, due to the specialized nature
and limited number of people involved in this field, the selected sample is largely representative

of the average opinions of this population.
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Governments cannot be indifferent to the primary categories of international relations knowl-
edge, namely anarchy, state-centeredness, and power-security, but a single scientific theory (in-
ternational relations science, foreign policy analysis) does not necessarily explain why and how all
the tactics adopted by the government under study; the foreign policy strategies of governments
in similar situations are not necessarily the same and do not follow the same logic. To explain
the relationship between academic knowledge of international relations and the realities on the
ground, two approaches are proposed: first, strengthening the connection between theorist and
policymaker, and second, using intermediate or medium-range theories; the goal is to bring the
intermediate factors effective in decision-making into the main level of analysis and, through this
path, to explain the connection between political decisions and scientific theories in a clearer and
more tangible way so that policymakers realize the unparalleled importance of scientific advisory

institutions for maintaining security and advancing national interests at the international level.

It is better for Iran to seriously prepare the ground for joint think tank activities with friendly
countries, including China and Russia, and so to speak, to bring the think tank diplomacy of the
southern countries to the fore against the think tank diplomacy of the northern countries, be-
cause given the importance of the organizations that these countries are members of, including
Shanghai and BRICS, we can expect that the process of think tank diplomacy will yield acceptable

results by achieving common goals of reducing or eliminating sanctions.

Keywords: think tank, foreign policy, Islamic Republic of Iran, neoclassical realism, influence
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1-Introduction

With the US military attack on Iraq in 2003, the issue of proxy actors become widely used in
Middle Eastern political literature and proxy wars become a common and common phenomenon
in regional politics. Proxy warfare can be considered a collaborative battle in which a degree of
strategic and operational cooperation and assistance is observed between organized and irreg-
ular. In a proxy war, instead of directly engaging in battle with each other, the actors or states
involved try to disable the enemy or exert maximum pressure on it by providing political, military,
economic and media support to governments or governmental and non-governmental groups
aligned with them.

Security strategy is one of the most fundamental aspects of a country’s foreign policy and a factor
in the survival and durability of governments. The security strategy of governments is influenced
by numerous factors, including ideological and geopolitical competitions. The Middle East region
is one of the most sensitive regions in the world from a strategic, geopolitical and ideological per-
spective. In this region, after September 11, proxy actors have emerged alongside national actors,
exacerbating regional crises and war. The military operations against Iraq, the formation of the
shia government in Baghdad, the beginning of the Arab Spring and its developments and the crises
in Syria and Yemen have become turning points in the history of the region. The dominance of the
Hobbesian atmosphere in the region has pushed actors towards self-help, power maximization,
regional dominance, coalition building, confrontation and support for proxy actors for the sake
of their own security. Saudi Arabia, one of the leading players in the region, has launched a proxy
war after the formation of the shia government in Iraq to maximize power, change the balance
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of power and gain supremacy in the Middle East. The present study, using the teachings of ag-
gressive realism, answers the question, “What is the place of proxy wars in Saudi Arabia’s security
strategy?” Based on the research hypothesis, “It seems that Saudi Arabia maintains the balance of
power and gains superiority over Iran by resorting to the percentage of groups and proxy wars.”

2-Theoretical framework

The theoretical framework of this article is aggressive realism. This theory is a branch of realism
developed and expanded by John Mearsheimer. Aggressive realism emphasizes power maximiza-
tion the military dimension of security, the permanent increase in military power, superior pow-
er, hegemony, the anarchic nature of the world system and the security conundrum. The most
important axes of aggressive realism are: Great powers are the main players in the international
system and all players have some degree of aggressive power. The fundamental and primary goal
of states is survival. States can never be aware of the intentions and purposes of other states. The
actors of the international system are rational actors.

3-Methodology

This research by adopting an in-depth descriptive approach focuses on analyzing and under-
standing the position of effective variables in the research. The data in this article were collected
and analyzed using library, document, electronic and reliable sources.

Saudi Arabia’s security strategy is the main aspect of the country’s foreign policy and a factor in
its survival, maintaining national security and securing its strategic interests. The foundations
of this security strategy are: leading the Arab world, confronting opposing currents in the Arab
world, cooperating and aligning with the west, increasing military power, normalizing relations
with Israel, confronting Iran’s regional influence, supporting activists and proxy wars and gaining
regional dominance. From the perspective of aggressive realism, the Middle East region is one of
the most challenging, crisis-prone and anarchic regions. Based on the components of this theory,
to maximize power, survival, superiority, leadership, security and combat Iran’s regional influence,
Saudi Arabia is forced to influence, network, support groups and wage proxy wars in the region.
The application of this strategy is clearly evident and manifest in the political arenas or Iraq, Syria
and Yemen.

Saudi Arabia supported proxy groups in Iraq against its rivals and enemies with the aim of chang-
ing the balance of power, expanding influence and involving aligned actors in the power structure.
In Yemen, based on ideological and geopolitical tendencies, the war was fought with the aim of
maintaining the balance of power in support of the Mansour Hadi government to continue its
dominance in the Bab al-Mandab Strait and prevent Iranian influence. In the Syrian crisis, in re-
sponse to Iranian influence and the Assad regimes ‘misalignment, it called for the removal of her
government, control of the resistances communication routes and the formation of a government
aligned with itself. As a result, supporting proxy groups and their operations has been the funda-
mental and main tool for Saudi Arabia to confront and confront the power situation in the region
until 2023, change the balance of power, expand influence and gain regional power supremacy.

Keyword: Saudi Arabia, Proxy war, Security strategy, Middle East.
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1-INTRODUCTION

to varying degrees, influenced the strategic and security policymaking of regional coun-
tries. Afghanistan, due to its proximity to Russia's sphere of influence, namely Central Asian
countries, holds significant geopolitical importance for Moscow. In its 2021 National Se-
curity Strategy document, Russia, adopting a comprehensive approach to the concept of
security, indirectly addressed the potential threats emanating from Afghanistan's territory
following the ascension to the power of the Islamic Emirate in 2021.

With the alteration in Afghanistan's political system and the return of the Islamic Emirate
to power in 2021, not only has Afghanistan's internal affairs undergone transformation, but
regional actors have also reassessed their policies within the framework of their national
interests and security. Russia, as a country with prior experience of military presence in Af-
ghanistan (1979-1989), has been influenced by Afghanistan's internal conditions and power
transitions, both historically and geopolitically.

Given this interconnectedness, Russia, particularly after the withdrawal of U.S. forces in
2021, sought to capitalize on the opportunity to reestablish its historical and geopolitical

position. The reassessment of the role of regional powers, especially Russia, regarding the
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Russia's ApproachtothelslamicEmirate of Afghanistan: Securityand
Geopolitical EngagementinLightofthe2021National Security Strategy

actions of the Islamic Emirate in regional processes remains an underexplored subject. In
the international system, every country relies on one or more strategic documents that
outline strategies to ensure its existence, safeguard, and expand its national interests and
objectives.

Russia's 2021 National Security Strategy is among the most significant documents con-
cerning its strategic security affairs. Although Russia revises its national security strategy
every six years in response to domestic and international conditions, this document, de-
signed under unique circumstances, reflects a shift in Russia's security approach. Russia's
approach to the Taliban provides insights Into Afghanistan's evolving geopolitical landscape
and its implications for regional security and stability. The Islamic Emirate, as a de facto
actor (a prevailing reality), currently holds authority over Afghanistan and has played a
pivotal role in Afghanistan's political affairs for over two decades as an alternative to the
Republican system. The Taliban's transition from a group to a government/state in 2021 has
transformed the security order in Central Asia. In this regard, security orders, as dynamic

processes, effectively shape the security doctrines of regional power.

2-THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The withdrawal of American forces from Afghanistan has effectively created an opportunity
for influential regional actors to occupy the strategic and political space vacated by the
United States. This development can be examined within a broader framework of realism,
particularly through the lens of offensive realism. Offensive realism, a subcategory of ne-
oclassical realism, posits that the anarchic structure of the international system compels
states to maximize their relative power. Given that security and survival are not inherently
assured, states endeavor to secure themselves both by enhancing their power and expand-
ing their influence. From this perspective, the anarchic nature of the international system
imposes a behavioral pattern on states, motivating them to pursue greater influence as a
means of securing their status and position. John Mersheimer, a leading proponent of of-
fensive realism, identifies three core drivers behind state behavior: the anarchic structure
of the international system, the offensive capabilities possessed by all states, and the un-
certainty regarding the intentions of other actors. A central tenet of this approach is that
revisionist states aspire to achieve hegemonic status within the international order and
strive to alter the distribution of power in their favor, as survival in such a system necessi-

tates aggressive behavior.

3-METHODOLOGY

This study utilizes an analytical-explanatory research methodology to facilitate an accurate
depiction of phenomena while also establishing a foundation for elucidating their causes,
interrelations, and consequences. This approach is anchored in logical reasoning and evi-
dence-based analysis, enabling more profound and systematic comprehension of the sub-

ject under investigation. Primary data were sourced from library materials and reputable
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news agencies to ensure both the theoretical coherence of the research and its pertinence

to current and empirical developments.

4-RESULTS &DISCUSSION

subsequent re-emergence of the Islamic Emirate resulted in the establishment of a novel
political landscape in Afghanistan, altering the positions of both domestic and foreign ac-
tors involved in the country.

Russia's approach to the Islamic Emirate has been formulated in two dimensions: securi-
ty and political interactions. Security Dimension: This encompasses security mechanisms
centered on Afghanistan, military exercises, and support for the Islamic Emirate's anti-ISIS
policies. Political Dimension: Russia engages with the Islamic Emirate as part of its strategy
to counter U.S. unilateralism through mechanisms such as the Moscow Format and the
Regional Contact Group, while also seeking influence at regional political summits (e.g.,
Doha meetings).

From Russia's perspective, the Taliban's anti-ISIS policies are considered a positive meas-
ure in combating terrorism. However, one of the major challenges confronting the Islamic
Emirate is the lack of international recognition, which impacts the legitimacy of the govern-
ment and can potentially lead to political isolation. In this context, Russia's political engage-

ment with the Islamic Emirate was perceived as an opportunity for Afghanistan.

As one of the principal actors in Central Asia, Russia has consistently been influenced by
Afghanistan's internal development due to its geographical proximity to Russia's geopolit-
ical sphere of influence. Consequently, Russia's political and security strategies have often
been characterized by contradictions but generally tend toward cooperation. Following its
return to power in 2021, the Islamic Emirate requires substantial regional cooperation to
ensure stability and security. Through such cooperation, Kabul established a foundation for
political stability and economic development. While regional countries perceive the Islamic
Emirate's rule as both an accomplishment and an opportunity, security concerns remain
their primary consideration. To ensure that the Taliban remained aligned with its interests,
Russia endeavored to strengthen this actor as part of its broader strategy to counter U.S.
unilateralism. Mechanisms such as the Moscow Format and Regional Contact Group are

considered Russian initiatives to facilitate regional legitimacy for the Islamic Emirate.

Key Words: Moscow Format, Security Strategy, Unilateralism, Geopolitics, Political En-

gagement.
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Extended abstract

1- INTRODUCTION

Saudi Arabia and the UAE are two important countries in the West Asian region that, de-
spite being allied, have multifaceted relations with each other, which include elements of
cooperation, competition, and occasional conflicts. One area where these two countries
have overlapping, competing, and sometimes conflicting interests is the Horn of Africa. The
Horn of Africa is increasingly important to Saudi Arabia and the UAE due to a combination
of economic, security, and geopolitical interests.

Somalia’s strategic location has given it a vital geopolitical position in the region, bridging
the sea routes between Africa and West Asia. This position has given Somalia a special sig-
nificance in the foreign policy of the UAE and Saudi Arabia. An examination of the UAE’s
and Saudi Arabia’s interests in Somalia reveals a complex interplay of geopolitical strategies,
economic investments, security concerns, and regional rivalries. This analysis is essential
not only to understand the motivations behind the Gulf states’ actions, but also to predict
their long-term impact on stability and development in the Horn of Africa.

This research seeks to answer the question of why (or for what purpose) Saudi Arabia and
the UAE (In the era of new leaders; Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud in Sau-
di Arabia and Mohammed bin Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan in the UAE) are undertaking a
wide range of actions in Somalia in the political, security-military, economic, and cultural
spheres. In response to this hypothesis, it is tested that: All the actions of Saudi Arabia and

the UAE in the four areas mentioned are ultimately aimed at maintaining the political sys-
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tem in Somalia, which leads to the establishment and promotion of peace and stability in
the region and ultimately focuses on sustainable development. In other words, maintaining
the political system helps to establish peace and stability in the region, which ultimately
acts as a basis for sustainable development, and these three goals create a virtuous cycle
that continuously reinforces each other.
2- THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
The theoretical approach in this paper is a combined review of studies on peace and sus-
tainable development. Establishing peace and stability are essential components for sus-
tainable development. Peace can be achieved through mutual understanding and the cre-
ation of shared values among states, one of which is sustainable development. Peace and
stability prove to be both a factor that creates development and a result of development. In
fact, there is a virtuous cycle between peace and development.
3- METHODOLOGY

The method used in this research is a comparative study of the actions and goals of Saudi
Arabia and the UAE in Somalia, and the data collection method was carried out by referring
to official news sites, analytical sites, and think tanks (Arabic, Somali, and Western).
4- RESULTS & DISCUSSION
Achieving sustainable development requires coordination among countries around the
world. The Sustainable Development Goals are designed to be universal and applicable to all
countries, addressing interconnected global challenges such as poverty, inequality, climate
change and environmental degradation. The UAE and Saudi Arabia are two countries that
have made comprehensive efforts to achieve peace and stability and provide sustainable
development in the Horn of Africa. The pursuit of sustainable development is a vital goal for
Saudi Arabia and the UAE, which offers multiple benefits that align with their national vi-
sions and global responsibilities. Sustainable development is in line with the two countries’
goal of economic diversification and growth.
The main and most important part of the actions that Saudi Arabia and the UAE are taking
in relation to Somalia can be considered to be in line with maintaining the political status
quo, or more precisely, “preserving the political system” in these two countries. Because by
maintaining the political system or helping the political system (so that it can better per-
form its specific tasks), it can help establish peace and stability both in the country under
their sovereignty and in the region in which they are located.
All the measures that Saudi Arabia and the UAE have taken towards sustainable develop-
ment in Somalia; on the one hand, they strengthen sustainable development in Somalia; on
the other hand, they maintain and stabilize the country’s political system; and on the third,

they create peace and stability in the region.
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In addition, sustainable development, maintaining the political system, and maintaining
peace and stability mutually reinforce each other and create a virtuous cycle. Therefore,
this article also examines the measures and explains the goals that Saudi Arabia and the
UAE have taken in the economic field in Somalia. The topic of this section is explained in
three axes: food security, renewable energy, and investment in infrastructure.
5- CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

This effort does not mean that Saudi Arabia and the UAE are “kinder nanny than mother”
for the Horn of Africa region. Rather, it means that the UAE and Saudi Arabia gain benefits
for their countries from establishing peace, stability, and sustainable development in the
Horn of Africa region. These two countries, by coordinating and overlapping the four po-
litical, security, economic, and cultural goals, are trying to provide stability in the political
system of the Horn of Africa countries and peace and stability in the region, and to guide
the countries of the region towards sustainable development; through which, their own
strategic interests are provided.
It can be said that sustainable development, peace and stability, and maintaining the polit-
ical system are interconnected goals that mutually reinforce each other. These three goals
are deeply interdependent. Progress in one area often catalyzes progress in other areas,
creating a virtuous cycle of mutual reinforcement.
Therefore, the four goals resulting from the four actions of these countries in the Horn
of Africa are aimed at preserving the political system and establishing peace and stability
in the region. In fact, by creating diplomatic groundwork, Saudi Arabia and the UAE are
providing the ground and context for security-military, economic and cultural actions in

Somalia in the form of political actions.

Keywords: Saudi Arabia, UAE, Somalia, sustainable development, peace and stability.
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1. INTRODUCTION

In the present era, due to the importance of public opinion, presenting a favorable image
of the country is an effective policy for advancing the goals of public diplomacy. Therefore,
nation branding in unique fields such as history, culture, and civilization is an influential
strategy. Currently, Iran, as one of the oldest human civilizations, enjoys global recognition.
Hence, the authors intend to answer this question: What role does the science of “archae-
ology” play in shaping Iran’s transnational image as one of the oldest countries in the world?
It seems that archaeology, by discovering ancient cultures and civilizations and introducing
them internationally, has played a significant role in shaping Iran’s transnational image as
one of the oldest human civilizations.

2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The emergence of the internet and new media has increased the influence of international
public opinion on the domestic and foreign policies of countries. In such an environment,
public diplomacy plays a central role. The goal of public diplomacy is to influence public
opinion in target countries; thus, public opinion as a key actor is exposed to targeted imag-

es which form the essence of nation branding. Nation branding is part of the commerciali-
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zation process of culture and society and is fundamentally different from product branding.
According to Anholt, brand identity, brand image, brand purpose, and brand value are four
important areas of branding; brand identity encompasses a broad domain including myths,
history, culture, and national-religious stories. Brand image is the perception of global so-
ciety about a particular country; brand purpose can include enhancing international sta-
tus, attracting investment, boosting tourism industry, ensuring security, etc. Brand equity
refers to the values, assets, and advantages of the brand, the most important elements of
which are history, culture, traditions, and customs.

3. METHODOLOGY

This research, being the first to explore the impact of archaeology on foreign policy and

national security, is fundamental in nature. Qualitative data analysis has been conducted

based on historical and causal explanations, and data have been collected through library
research methods.

4. RESULTS & DISCUSSION

4.1 The Background of Iranian Archaeology

Archaeology studies the past of humans and human societies based on their remaining

material artifacts. Ali Mousavi divides the history of Iranian archaeology into four main

periods:

 Early Excavations (1600 to 1800 AD): When local people and rulers searched for treasures.

e French Era (1884-1927): Began with Naser al-Din Shah’s permission for French excavations
in Susa.

e International Period (1931 to 1979): The end of French monopoly in 1927 opened the way
for international teams. Hertzfeld’s excavations at Persepolis marked a new chapter in Ira-
nian archaeological research. After WWII, Iranian archaeologists’ participation increased.

* Post-Revolution Period: The 1979 revolution and the Iran-Iraq war in 1981 halted most
archaeological activities. Excavations by Majidzadeh in Jiroft (2003), Malek Shahmirzadi in
Silk (2006), Mehdi Rahbar in Bandian Dargaz, and Sajjadi in Shahr-e Sukhteh were among
the most important early 2Ist-century digs.

4.2 Institution Building

The establishment of the National Heritage Society in 1923, approval of new antiquities

regulations in 1924, abolition of French exclusive rights by the National Assembly in 1927,

formation of the Antiquities Law in 1930, establishment of the University of Tehran in 1934,

construction of the Iran Bastan Museum in 1936, founding the Archaeological Institute in

1959, founding the Archaeology and Art Group in 1963, and establishment of the Iranian Ar-

chaeological Center in 1972 played crucial roles in the development of Iranian archaeology.
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4.3 Major Archaeological Excavations in Iran

Since the mid-Qajar era, hundreds of mounds and sites have been explored and excavated,

including:

* Persepolis: Considered the gateway to Iranian archaeology. The University of Chicago ex-
cavation led by Hertzfeld in 1931 uncovered the Throne Hall, Apadana’s eastern stairway,
and dozens of clay tablets. Subsequently, Eric Schmidt revealed the Gate of All Nations
and over one hundred clay tablets.

* Pasargadae: Hertzfeld introduced various parts of the site including the throne mound,
sacred precinct, gate palace, private palace, Cyrus’s tomb, and palace complex. Ali Sami
added crucial details over five years. Stronach conducted comprehensive excavations
from 1961 to 1963.

* Marlik: Excavated by Dr. Negahban in 1961 over fourteen months. Marlik’s significance lies
not only in the discovery of gold and silver objects but also in being the first fully Iranian
excavation team. Famous mythological items include the Bull's Head Cup, Golden Eagle
Cup, Simorgh Cup, and Winged Bull.

* Hasanlu: Dyson excavated Hasanlu from 1957 to 1974, revealing parts of the southwestern
Mannean fortress and mapping it. The Golden Cup of Hasanlu and Electrum Cup gained
worldwide fame.

* Haft Tepe, Khuzestan: Excavations by Dr. Negahban (1965-1978) uncovered valuable data
on Middle Elamite history. Behzad Mofidi's six excavation seasons revealed Islamic, Par-
thian, and Sassanian layers, clay tablets, and 13 jar burials. The most important Elam-
ite civilization aspect was the ancient linear Elamite inscriptions deciphered by Francois
Desset.

» Susa: Extensive excavations by Marcel Dieulafoy and his wife uncovered important arti-
facts including Darius’s palace and ancient statues. Jacques de Morgan discovered Pro-
to-Elamite tablets and Elamite and Achaemenid architecture remains. In 1965, an Iranian
team led by Dr. Negahban conducted 14 excavation seasons.

* Jiroft: Six excavation seasons by Yousef Majidzadeh shed light on Jiroft civilization. One
of the key discoveries was seals related to ancient Mesopotamian dynasties, highlighting
extensive trade relations between the regions.

» Shahr-e Sukhteh: Excavated by Italian archaeologists led by Martirosi Tozi from 1967 to
1978, later by Dr. Seyed Mansour Sajjadi. Discoveries such as the world’s first prosthetic
eye, the oldest backgammon board, the oldest animation, and the oldest brain surgery
have brought global fame to the site.

* Chogha Zanbil: Excavated by Ghirshman, it is the largest architectural relic of the Elamite

civilization, built around 1300 BC in five levels. Originally about 52 meters high, today only
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25 meters and two and a half levels remain.

» Takht-e Soleyman: Von Drustern conducted the first archaeological excavation in 1959.
Takht-e Soleyman is the site of the great Azargoshnasp fire temple from the Sassanid era,
built around a lake in an extinct volcanic crater. Chronology dates the site to the Parthian
and early Sassanid periods.

4.4. The Role of Archaeology in Iran’s Transnational Branding
Thousands of scientific articles and books about ancient Iran have been published. Nu-
merous academic conferences focused on Iranian archaeology and over 200 exhibitions of
Iranian historical artifacts have been held worldwide.
Additionally, the image of Iran as an ancient country with a millennia-old history has been
reflected in speeches by Iranian officials. Currently, 26 cultural-historical sites and 2 natu-
ral sites in Iran are listed as UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
Thousands of historical artifacts discovered from various Iranian sites are displayed in ma-
jor museums worldwide, presenting a valuable image of Iran. Renowned international me-
dia such as National Geographic, BBC, CNN, The Guardian, and The New York Times have
introduced Iran as one of the world’s oldest countries through numerous articles, reports,
and news programs. Many important international figures, including U.S. presidents, have
referred to Iran’s rich history, civilization, and culture in their speeches.

5. CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

Excavations by Iranian and foreign archaeologists have led to the discovery of important
data on Iran’s history and civilization. Concurrently, institutions related to archaeology have
developed, and Iranian history and civilization have been recognized as a relative advantage
by society and government. Consequently, focusing resources (institution building, legisla-
tion, human resources, funding, etc.) on this relative advantage (history and civilization) has

resulted in constructing a valuable image of Iran as the oldest country in the world.

Keywords: Archaeology, Nation Branding, Branding, Iran, Public Diplomacy
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