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1. Introduction

The introduction of Marxism into Afghanistan was not merely the importation of a foreign ide-
ology or the direct result of Soviet influence. It took shape within a historical context marked
by political instability, social inequality, weak state institutions, modern education, and Cold
War rivalry. During the 1960s and 1970s, Marxism entered Afghan political and intellectual life
as aradical discourse that promised social justice, equality, anti-feudal reform, and a modern
alternative to the traditional order.

This study examines how Marxist discourse entered Afghanistan, who its early agents and
interpreters were, through which institutional and cultural channels it was reproduced, and
why it failed to become a hegemonic social discourse. The main argument is that Marxism in-
fluenced urban intellectuals, students, party activists, and military officers, but failed to build

astable connection with the religious, tribal, and local structures of Afghan society.

2. Theoretical framework!

The theoretical framework of this study is based on ideological diffusion theory in a postco-
lonial context. This approach argues that ideologies do not move between societies in a fixed
form. They are transferred through education, political parties, media, translation, cultural
institutions, and intellectual elites. After entering a new society, they are reinterpreted, local-
ized, resisted, or transformed by local social and cultural conditions.

Afghanistan is a significant case in this regard. Its proximity to the Soviet Union, political re-
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lations with the Eastern Bloc, the education of Afghan students in socialist countries, and the
circulation of Marxist texts created favorable conditions for the diffusion of leftist ideas. At the
same time, Afghan society was deeply shaped by religion, tribal relations, local authority, and

traditional legitimacy. This made Marxism institutionally influential but culturally contested.

3. Methodology

This research uses a qualitative historical-discursive design based on Norman Fairclough'’s
Critical Discourse Analysis. It treats history as the socio-political context of discourse and ex-
amines how Marxism was produced, circulated, legitimized, and resisted in Afghanistan.

The data include 18 selected issues of Khalq and Parcham, 7 official documents of the People’s
Democratic Party of Afghanistan, and 9 literary, educational, and media texts. The analysis fo-
cuses on key concepts, metaphors, binary oppositions, naming practices, and patterns of so-
cial representation. It is conducted at 3 levels: textual analysis, discursive practices, and social
practicesrelated to power, religion, tribe, class, and Cold War politics.

4. Discussion

The findings show that Marxism entered and expanded in Afghanistan through 3 main chan-
nels. The first channel was the network of intellectuals and students educated in the Eastern
Bloc or influenced by global leftist movements. They translated, simplified, and reinterpreted
Marxist concepts for Afghan audiences, especially in urban and university circles. They pre-
sented Marxism as a scientific and moral response to poverty, inequality, feudalism, and polit-
ical corruption.

The second channel was the People’s Democratic Party of Afghanistan. The party organized,
politicized, and institutionalized Marxist discourse. Its 2 main factions, Khalq and Parcham,
produced different styles of leftist political language. Khalq used a more radical and revolu-
tionary discourse, while Parcham combined Marxist concepts with a softer nationalist and
institutional language. However, factional divisions weakened the coherence of Marxist dis-
course and reduced its ability to gain broad legitimacy.

The third channel was the network of cultural, educational, and media institutions. Kabul Uni-
versity, student circles, party publications, translations, radio programs, theater, and political
literature all contributed to the circulation of leftist ideas. These institutions helped Marxist
discourse enter the cultural life of the urban educated class. Yet its reach remained limited.
In rural and traditional areas, Marxism was often perceived as foreign, secular, anti-religious,
and dependent on the Soviet Union.

The failure of Marxism in Afghanistan was not caused only by external pressure or political
errors. Adeeper reason was the gap between imported ideological language and the dominant
meaning system of Afghan society. Concepts such as class struggle, dictatorship of the pro-
letariat, anti-feudal revolution, and secular modernization could not become dominant sig-
nifiers in a society shaped by religion, tribe, local identity, and traditional authority. Marxism
seized state power for a period, but failed to create broad social consent.

The study concludes that Marxism in Afghanistan was neither a purely imposed ideology nor
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a deeply rooted social movement. It resulted from the interaction between internal crises
and external ideological forces. Political illegitimacy, economic inequality, weak reformist
projects, modern education, and urban intellectual activity created favorable conditions for
Marxist ideas. However, dependence on the Soviet Union, elite-centered discourse, factional
divisions, weak localization, and conflict with religious and tribal structures prevented Marx-
ism from becoming hegemonic.

The Afghan case shows that the political success of an ideology does not necessarily mean
social legitimacy. Marxism became powerful through institutions, parties, media, and the
military, but remained socially limited. This gap between institutional power and social ac-
ceptance contributed to resistance, polarization, and the collapse of the Marxist project in
Afghanistan. Future studies can examine the reception of Marxist discourse among women,

rural communities, military officers, students, and religious actors.

Keywords: Marxism, Afghanistan, People’s Democratic Party, Ideological Diffusion, Critical

Discourse Analysis.
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