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Extended abstract
1- INTRODUCTION

In recent years, China has attempted to rapidly increase its military capabilities through ex-
tensive investment, modernization of its armed forces, and development of advanced weap-
onsin order to secure its strategic interests globally. China’s military presence in the Indo-Pa-
cific region allows it to increase its military power and move closer to Australia, the United
States’ main ally in the region. In fact, Australia plays a pivotal role in the security architecture
of the Indo-Pacific region, a country that uses its strategic position, alliances, and defense ca-
pabilities to address evolving challenges in the region. Therefore, Beijing’s military expansion
and uncertainty about China’s true intentions have led to widespread security concerns from
Australiaregarding China’s rise, which could pose serious challenges not only for Canberrabut
also for the regional security architecture and Washington. The research findings show that
Beijing’s increased military presence in the Indo-Pacific region from 2021 to 2024 has, on the
one hand, led to ambiguity in the Australian government’s assessment of China’s intentions,
and on the other hand, has paved the way for a fundamental revision of Australia’s security
strategy, in the form of developing a comprehensive security approach to strengthen and

maximize Australia’s relative power in the region.

2- THEORETICALFRAMEWORK

The theoretical framework of the present study is based on the theory of offensive realism,
which has a prominent position among international relations theories. Using a strong ana-
lytical logic and a critical approach, this theory analyzes the behavior of states in the anarchic
structure of the international system and emphasizes the security and power-seeking re-
quirements of international actors. Offensive realists believe that states should maximize their

authority because chaos makes it difficult to achieve security. It should be noted that offensive
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realism has a pessimistic view of the international system because it considers the competi-

tionbetween great powers for hegemony to be endless.

3- METHODOLOGY

This research uses a qualitative method and a descriptive-analytical approach. This article
aims to analyze and assess the consequences of China’s military presence in the Indo-Pacific
region, and in particular for Australia, which can be considered crucial for Canberra’s nation-
al security and Australian policymakers. Data and information have been collected through
library research, including specialized library searches, internet resources, databases, and

news agencies.

4- RESULTS & DISCUSSION

China’s military presence in the Indo-Pacific region is not only based on its strategic and secu-
rity objectives, but also a response to changing global power equations and increasing compe-
tition with the United States and its allies. Therefore, Beijing’s extensive efforts to modernize
its military, develop its naval capabilities, and dominate key waterways in the Indo-Pacific are
in line with these goals. Mearsheimer believes that in an anarchic international environment,
states can never be sure that the military power of others is solely for defense and therefore
must always strive to strengthen their own power, which causes competition and increases
tensions, because states cannot be sure of the future intentions of others. Based on this ap-
proach, Australia is concerned about China’s real role and objectives in the region and follows
China’s political behavior with ambiguity, fear, and uncertainty. In this regard, Australian mil-
itary officials believe that China’s military movements and maneuvers near Australian waters
demonstrate the sensitivity of the issue and confirm China’s unreliability in regional develop-
ments. In fact, Australia’s military capabilities are perceived as insufficient to manage major
threats to the country’s leaders, and Australian political leaders are keen to improve their
position in the regional security architecture by developing their missile system and military
equipment. In this regard, the Albanese government has moved quickly to establish a local
guided missile production facility through a defense partnership with Lockheed Martin Aus-
tralia. In addition, another issue that attracted the attention of analysts is related to the issue
of Australia’s National Defense Strategy, along with the Integrated Investment Program, which
is a plan to ambitiously transform the Australian Defense Force into a focused and integrated

force capable of protecting Australia’s national security for decades to come.

5-CONCLUSION & SUGGESTIONS

Studies show that the expansion of China’s military power in the Indo-Pacific region, espe-
cially the increase in Beijing’s naval capabilities (including having the world’s largest fleet in
terms of the number of ships and the militarization of islands) within the anarchic framework
of the international system, has caused fear, concern, and deep uncertainty in countries in
the region, including Australia, and has ultimately led to fundamental changes in the region’s
strategic environment. China’s growing maritime power has created the possibility for Beijing
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to threaten Australia’s maritime access to markets and resources, potentially challenging Aus-
tralia’s vital and existential interests. In such circumstances, Australia is trying to change its
approach to security issues and restore its strategic position as Washington’s most important
strategic ally in the region by strengthening its security relations with the United States, mod-
ernizing its defense forces, and focusing on developing long-range attack capabilities. Finally,
this study suggests that the Australian government adopt a multilateral approach with along-
term perspective towards China’s expanding military presence in the region and, by consider-
ing the role of diplomacy in resolving regional disputes, create lasting peace and stability in the
region.

Key words: Indo-Pacific, China, Australia’s Security Strategy, Offensive Realism, Military Mod-

ernization
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