Geopolitical implications of Israel’s presence in the IMEC forIran

Geopoliticalimplicationsoflsrael’spresencein
thelMECforiran

Seyed Ali Nejat* !

Received: 2025-03-08 . . .
How to cite this article:

Revised: 2025-04-20 Nejat, S,A (2026). Geopolitical implications of Israel’s presence in
the IMEC for Iran, Iranian Research Letter of International Politics,
Accepted: 2026-08-19 14 (02), 49 - 74 (in Persian with English abstract)

https: / /doi.org /10.22067 /irlip.2026.92460.1644
Available Online:2026-09-16 ps://dot.org/ /irlip

Extended abstract
1.INTRODUCTION

Countries are taking steps to exploit geopolitical opportunities to increase their power and
international position, and corridors play a decisive role in this regard. Corridors are one of
the important areas of transition and transformation in the global geometry of power, which
have a direct impact on the interests and national security of countries. This has doubled the
importance of corridors as a power component for regional and international actors. In this
regard, during the 2023 G20 summit held in New Delhi, the India-Middle East-Europe Corri-
dor, abbreviated as “IMEC”, was announced. The goal of this multifaceted economic corridor,
which includes multiple shipping, railway, and road networks, is to create a continuous trade
route with the aim of connecting India to Europe through the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, and
ultimately Israel. Using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on library and electronic
resources, the present study seeks to answer the question of what challenges and conse-
quences Israel's presence and role in the emerging IMEC corridor have for Iran’s national
interests and security? In response to this question, the author tests the hypothesis that the
activation of the IMEC corridor with the participation of Israel is a clear example of a geopolit-
ical alliance and competition to isolate and weaken Iran’s heartland position, which will bring
numerous economic and security challenges to Iran. The research findings also indicate that
the activation of the IMEC corridor provides a strategic opportunity for Israel to integrate into
the region, escape from geopolitical and geoeconomic isolation, and enhance its political and
security position in the Middle East. This poses a serious threat to Iran’s national security and
geopolitical and geostrategic position.

2. THEORETICALFRAMEWORK

Geopolitics is derived from two words: “geo” (earth) and “politics,” and is based on three main
elements: geography, politics, and power. In this framework, geopolitics can be defined as
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the understanding of geographical realities in order to achieve power and safeguard national
interests and security, enabling states to play an effective role at the global level. In essence,
geopolitics is the study of competition for the expansion of influence, where states and politi-
cal actors seek to enhance their power and gain advantage over rivals by utilizing geographical
capacities, tools, and opportunities. Since geopolitical needs and ambitions are generally not
limited, such competitions tend to be continuous. Competition arises when two or more pow-
ers pursue objectives that they are unwilling to share. If sustained or intensified, such com-
petition can evolve into geopolitical conflict, a situation in which actors attempt to strength-
en their position by weakening or constraining their rivals, potentially pushing them to the
margins. In recent years, emerging corridors have become one of the most important arenas
of geopolitical competition—particularly in the Middle East. By engaging in these corridors,
countries aim to expand their influence and capitalize on economic opportunities. This dy-
namic can lead to intensified competition and the emergence of geopolitical conflicts, as each

country strives to consolidate its position while underminingits rivals.

3. METHODOLOGY

The present article adopts an explanatory-analytical approach, through which the researcher
seeks to identify and clarify the causal relationships among the research variables based on a
systematic review of relevant literature. In doing so, the study not only describes existing pat-
terns but also attempts to interpret underlying dynamics and interconnections. The data col-
lection method is grounded inlibrary research, drawing upon academic books, peer-reviewed
journal articles, official reports, and credible secondary sources to ensure analytical depth
and reliability.

4. RESULTS & DISCUSSION

IMEC offers the greatest benefits to Israel, as one of its primary objectives is to accelerate
the normalization of relations between Israel and Arab countries and to integrate Israel into
the Middle East and North Africa region. This corridor can act as a catalyst for normalization,
helping Israel overcome its geopolitical isolation and strengthening its role in global supply
chains and international trade routes. It also diversifies trade pathways, reducing Israel’s de-
pendence on maritime transport and traditional chokepoints, while enhancing its economic
and political leverage over Arab states and even India. In contrast, the corridor presents sig-
nificant challenges and threats for Iran. It may weaken Iran’s geopolitical position by bypassing
its transit routes, reducing the strategic importance of its corridors, and creating competition
for the North-South corridor that passes through Iran. Additionally, the importance of key
chokepoints such as the Strait of Hormuz and the Persian Gulf could decline as regional ac-
tors shift toward this new route. From a security perspective, IMEC—supported by the United
States and European countries—could foster deeper military and security cooperation be-
tween Israel and Arab states, potentially leading to the formation of an anti-Iran bloc. This de-
velopment may heighten regional tensions and increase security risks for Iran. Overall, while
IMEC strengthens the position of Israel and certain Arab states, it could contribute to a decline

inIran’sregional role and greater international isolation.
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5. CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

IMEC, backed by the United States and several European countries, has strong potential for
success due to its geographic advantages, shared economic dimensions, competitive capacity
againstrival initiatives, and its role in countering China’s influence. The implementation of this
corridor would pose significant challenges for Iran while creating notable opportunities for
Israel. As an emerging corridor, it could reshape political dynamics in the Middle East by pro-
moting economic incentives as a key driver for normalizing relations between Israel and Arab
states. Designed to provide economic, security, and logistical frameworks, IMEC encourages
broader Arab participation in normalization efforts and has gained particular support from
India, the United States, and European countries. It also strengthens Israel’s position in global
supply chains, potentially transforming it into a secure transit hub and enhancing its geopoliti-
caland economic role. Conversely, IMEC presents multiple geopolitical, geoeconomic, and se-
curity challenges for Iran. By bypassing Iran in key transit routes and reducing global transport
dependence on it, the project could contribute to Iran’s marginalization and a decline in its
regional and international standing. Therefore, to remain competitive in corridor geopolitics,
Iran needs to accelerate infrastructure development, address sanctions-related constraints
to attract foreign investment, and pursue active regional diplomacy to better leverage its stra-

tegic “heartland” position.
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