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Extended Abstract
1.INTRODUCTION

Tourism has become one of the most important and influential sectors of the global economy,
contributing significantly to economic growth, employment, foreign-exchange earnings, and
international exchange. The Middle East, owing to its strategic geopolitical position and rich
historical and cultural heritage, constitutes an important region in the global tourism system.
Among the countries of the region, Turkey has long been one of the most prominent interna-
tional tourism destinations. The tourism sector has also played a significant role in Turkey’s
economic development and integration into the global economy.

The main objective of this article is to examine the impact of the transformation of Islamist dis-
course on the tourism industry in Turkey, with particular emphasis on the Justice and Devel-
opment Party (AK Party) era. The central argument is that the transformation of Islamist dis-
course during the AK Party’s rule toward a hybrid discourse combining elements of Islamism,
conservatism, democracy, and neoliberalism contributed to the creation of a new political,
institutional, and normative environment for the development of tourism. The study draws
theoretically and methodologically on the discourse theory of Laclau and Mouffe. The findings
indicate that the rise of the AK Party and the transformation of Islamist discourse were accom-
panied by significant legal, institutional, normative, and policy changes in the tourism sector,
which contributed to its expansion and diversification.

2. THEORETICALFRAMEWORK

Thisresearch employs the discourse theory of Laclau and Mouffe as its theoretical framework.
From this perspective, discourse constitutes a structured totality formed through the practice
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of articulation, within which signs acquire meaning through their relations and differences
from one another. Discourses shape the way social and political realities are understood and
interpreted; consequently, meanings are not fixed or permanently established but are contin-
uously constructed and contested.

Laclau and Mouffe developed their theoretical framework through a critical engagement with
the ideas of thinkers such as Marx, Gramsci, Althusser, Foucault, Derrida, Lacan, and Saussure.
Key concepts of their approach include articulation, nodal points, floating signifiers, hegem-
ony, chains of equivalence, and antagonism. From this perspective, social phenomena, in-
cluding political and economic institutions, are constituted through discursive practices and
struggles over meaning. Because meanings are never completely fixed, social and political or-
ders remain open to contestation and transformation. This theoretical framework is particu-
larly appropriate for analyzing the transformation of political Islam in Turkey because it makes
it possible to examine how the AK Party articulated a new political discourse by combining ele-
ments of Islamism, conservatism, democracy, and neoliberalism. It also enables the analysis of
how this discourse gradually achieved hegemonic status and influenced political institutions,

public policies, and social practices, including those associated with the tourism sector.

3.METHODOLOGY

The study employs a descriptive-analytical research design and uses Laclau and Mouffe’s
discourse analysis as its principal methodological approach. The objective is to identify and
analyze the transformation of Islamist discourse in Turkey and examine its implications for the
development of the tourism industry during the AK Party era.

Data were collected through library and documentary research, drawing on academic books
and articles, official documents, government reports, international organizations’ publica-
tions, and statistical data from Turkish institutions and international tourism organizations.
Quantitative indicators, including international tourist arrivals, tourism’s contribution to GDP,
and Turkey’s share of global tourism, are used to complement the qualitative discourse analy-
sis. The temporal scope of the case study primarily covers the period from 2002 to 2023, while
earlier developments are examined to identify the historical and discursive roots of the trans-
formation of political Islam in Turkey. The analysis therefore traces the transition from the
traditional Islamist discourse associated with the National Outlook movement and Necmettin
Erbakan toward the hybrid political discourse articulated by the AK Party.

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The findings indicate that the transformation of Islamist discourse in Turkey, particularly
following the establishment of the AK Party in 2001 and its electoral victory in 2002, was ac-
companied by substantial changes in the country’s political, institutional, and economic envi-
ronment. Although the transformation of political Islam in Turkey had begun during previous
decades, the AK Party represented a significant discursive reconfiguration by articulating
Islamism with conservative values, democratic discourse, market-oriented economic policies,
and European integration. This hybrid discourse enabled the party to distinguish itself from

earlier forms of Islamist politics and gradually establish itself as a hegemonic political project.



The Transformation of Islamist Discourse and Its Impacton the Tourism Industryin...

The analysis suggests that this discursive transformation was reflected in tourism policies and
institutions through greater emphasis on international integration, private-sector participa-
tion, infrastructure development, tourism diversification, and the expansion of new tourism
segments, including halal and Islamic tourism. In this context, the transformation of political
discourse did not operate as an isolated or direct cause of tourism development; rather, it in-
teracted with broader economic, institutional, geopolitical, and social factors that shaped the
trajectory of the Turkish tourism industry.

Available statistical evidence demonstrates the substantial expansion of tourism during the AK
Party era. International tourist arrivals increased from approximately 10.4 million in 2000 to
around 51.7 million in 2019. Tourism’s contribution to GDP also increased from approximately
4.1% in 2005 to 5.5% in 2019, while Turkey’s share of global international tourist arrivals rose
from approximately 1.04% in 2000 to 2.6% in 2019. These developments indicate the consider-
able expansion of the tourism sector during the period under study. The findings suggest that
institutional and policy changes associated with the AK Party’s governing discourse—including
tourism diversification, infrastructure development, promotion of alternative tourism prod-
ucts, and the expansion of halal tourism—contributed to this transformation alongside broad-
er economic and international factors.

5. CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

The findings of this study indicate that the transformation of Islamist discourse in Turkey, par-
ticularly with the rise of the AK Party, was associated with significant changes in the institutional
and policy environment of the tourism sector. The AK Party’s hybrid discourse, which brought
together elements of Islamism, conservatism, democracy, and neoliberalism, contributed to the
formation of a political and institutional framework within which tourism could expand and di-
versify. This transformation was reflected in areas such as tourism policy, infrastructure devel-
opment, diversification of tourism products, and the emergence and expansion of halal tourism.

At the same time, the development of Turkey’s tourism industry cannot be attributed solely
to discursive transformation. Economic liberalization, globalization, infrastructure invest-
ment, geopolitical developments, international tourism demand, and government policies
also played important roles. Therefore, the relationship between Islamist discourse and tour-
ism development should be understood as an interactive and multidimensional process rather
than a simple linear causal relationship. The study suggests that future research should ex-
amine more systematically the effects of major political and geopolitical events—including the
Syrian conflict, the attempted coup of 2016, regional instability, and the COVID-19 pandemic—
on the relationship between political discourse and tourism development in Turkey. Compar-
ative research involving Turkey and other countries in the Middle East and North Africa could
also provide a broader understanding of how political discourse shapes tourism policies and
outcomes. Finally, further research on the long-term sustainability, economic consequences,
and sociocultural implications of halal and Islamic tourism would contribute to a deeper un-

derstanding of the relationship between political Islam and the tourism industry.

Keywords: Islamism; Political Islam; Tourism; Justice and Development Party; AK Party; Dis-
course Theory; Laclau and Mouffe; Turkey; Middle East.
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