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1. Introduction

International criminal policy comprises legislative, judicial, and executive measures aimed at
responding to serious international crimes, ensuring accountability, and protecting victims.
The continuation of crimes committed by Israel in Palestine, particularly in the Gaza Strip, has
revealed significant deficiencies in the international response and a gap between internation-
allegal norms and their practical implementation. Accordingly, this study asks: How can inter-
national criminal policy concerning the crimes committed by Israel in Palestine and the Gaza
Strip be evaluated? It examines the legislative, judicial, and executive dimensions and identi-

fies the principal deficiencies affecting justice and efforts to address the protracted conflict.

2. Theoretical framework

International criminal policy comprises three interconnected dimensions: legislative, judi-
cial, and executive. The legislative dimension concerns criminalization and appropriate pun-
ishment; the judicial dimension concerns the prosecution and adjudication of international
crimes based on impartiality, universality, and independence; and the executive dimension
concerns the practical implementation of international measures and alleviation of victims’
suffering. This study evaluates the international response to the crimes committed by Israel
in Palestine and the Gaza Strip through these three dimensions and identifies the deficiencies

limitingits effectiveness.

3.Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical method and library-based research, drawing on

relevant books, articles, legal materials, documents, and scholarly sources. It examines inter-
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national responses to the crimes committed by Israel in Palestine and the Gaza Strip through
the legislative, judicial, and executive dimensions of international criminal policy. The analysis
focuses on the effectiveness of criminalization and punishment, impartial and universal judi-

cial action, and the practical implementation of international measures.

4. Discussion

The findings indicate that international criminal policy, in its legislative, judicial, and executive
dimensions, suffers from significant deficiencies in responding effectively to the situation
in Palestine and the Gaza Strip. These deficiencies have limited the capacity of international
criminal justice mechanisms to ensure accountability, provide effective protection for victims,
and contribute to the termination of the longstanding conflict.

At the legislative level, weaknesses are evident in the criminalization of relevant conduct and
in the establishment and implementation of appropriate sanctions. Although international
criminal law provides a normative framework for addressing serious international crimes, the
effectiveness of this framework is weakened when appropriate criminalization and punish-
ment mechanisms are not adequately translated into practice. Consequently, the gap between
the existence of legal norms and their effective application reduces the capacity of interna-
tional criminal policy to perform its preventive, deterrent, and justice-oriented functions.

At the judicial level, the conduct of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court is iden-
tified as one of the important issues requiring critical assessment. According to the findings of
the study, a cautious approach toward characterizing and addressing the crimes attributed to
Israel has contributed to the reduction or underestimation of the gravity of these crimes with-
in the framework of international criminal proceedings. Furthermore, the selection of experts
from states involved in the conflict is argued to raise concerns regarding the principles of uni-
versality and impartiality. From the perspective of international criminal policy, the credibility
of judicial institutions is closely connected to the perception and reality of their independence
and impartiality. Any circumstance that creates doubts concerning these principles may ad-
versely affect public confidence ininternational criminal justice.

At the executive level, deficiencies are also observable in the international response to the
continuation and communication of the crimes committed against Palestinians. The limited
reflection of the crimes and the insufficient use of available popular capacities to reduce the
suffering of Palestinians demonstrate a weakness in translating international concern into
effective practical measures. Executive measures are particularly important because the ef-
fectiveness of international criminal policy cannot be achieved solely through the formulation
of legal rules or the initiation of judicial procedures. Without effective implementation and
practical measures aimed at reducing human suffering and preventing the continuation of vio-
lations, the objectives of international criminal policy remain incomplete.

The findings therefore demonstrate that the deficiencies identified in the three dimensions
are interconnected. Weaknesses at the legislative level limit the normative capacity of in-
ternational criminal policy; deficiencies in judicial responses undermine the credibility and
impartiality of international criminal justice; and weaknesses at the executive level reduce the
practical effectiveness of legal and judicial measures. The resulting gap between international

criminal norms and their implementation makes it difficult for the international criminal jus-
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tice system to fulfill its objectives in relation to the Palestinian situation.

Accordingly, improving international criminal policy requires simultaneous attention to all
three dimensions. At the legislative level, strengthening the criminalization of international
crimes and ensuring appropriate and effective sanctions are necessary. At the judicial level,
greater attention should be paid to impartiality, universality, independence, and the effective
investigation and prosecution of alleged crimes. At the executive level, international actors
should strengthen the practical implementation of international legal and judicial measures
and make more effective use of available capacities to reduce the suffering of the Palestinian
population

The findings demonstrate substantial deficiencies in international criminal policy toward the
crimes committed by Israel in Palestine and the Gaza Strip. Weaknesses in criminalization
and punishment, concerns regarding judicial impartiality and universality, and deficiencies in
the practical implementation of international measures have limited the effectiveness of the
international response. Addressing these deficiencies requires stronger criminal accounta-
bility, impartial and universal judicial action, and more effective practical measures to protect
victims and reduce human suffering.

Keywords: Israel; Aggression; International Organizations; International Criminal Policy;
Gaza; International Crimes
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