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1. Introduction

Since ancient times, relations between ancient civilizations have provided the basis for po-
litical, commercial, cultural, and social interactions between societies. This has resulted in
societies influencing each other and the formation of common cultural values through these
interactions. The books that have survived from ancient times are considered the mostimpor-
tant sources for examining and understanding the ancient relations between nations.
Shahnameh (Persian: aslw L, romanized: Sahname, lit. ‘The Book of Kings') is a long epic poem
written by the Persian poet Ferdowsi between 977 and 1010 CE. Consisting of some 50,000
“distiches”, Shahnameh is one of the world’s longest epic poems. It relates mainly to the myth-
ical and, to some extent, the historical past of the Persian Empire, from the creation of the
world until the Muslim conquest in the seventh century.

Iran, Azerbaijan, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, and the greater region influenced by Persian cultures
such as Armenia, Dagestan, Georgia, Turkey, Turkmenistan, Kazakhstan, Ossetia, Pakistan,
Iraq, Kyrgyzstan, and Uzbekistan celebrate this national epic.

Asignificant portion of the Shahnameh focuses on the relations between Iranians and the peo-
ples of other kingdoms in ancient times. Using sources and documents from the period before
the Arabs’ conquest of Iran, Ferdowsi has explored the relations between the two imperial
powers of Iran and China. The present research selected to focus only on the Chinese goods
and handicrafts mentioned in the Shahnameh. It demonstrates how familiar Iranians were
with Chinese goods and tools in ancient times and how they used them in their daily lives. It
willalsoindicate the level of trade between the two lands in those times.

2. Methodology

Today, within the framework of the Annales School of historiography, many researchers have

turned to rereading ancient texts in order to provide a new interpretation of customs and tra-
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ditions, lifestyles, governance patterns, relations between different social classes, social and
cultural values governing societies, economic transactions, and international relations.

This school of historiography provides the opportunity to open new doors for a better under-
standing of human relations in ancient times through a new reading of ancient books, espe-
cially those books that have been studied and researched mostly from aliterary perspective.
This study attempts to present a new model for studying Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh and other
ancientliterary texts by utilizing the experiences of the authors of the Annales School of histo-
riography. It also examines the Shahnameh stories; identify the various uses of Chinese goods
inIran and other parts of the world, and re-interpret valuable aspects of the relations between

these people from a fresh perspective.

Objects hold a significant place in our lives, influencing the consumption culture of societies.
In fact, possession of some objects can be indicative of their owners’ social class. The origins,
creators, and usage of these objects also relate the story of their creation and migration be-
tween different lands, shedding light on the interactions between different societies in an-
cienttimes.

In contemporary qualitative research, literature is often examined and reinterpreted to gain
insight into human attitudes to life and relationships. This study tried to demonstrate how
the objects made by ancient Chinese artists and craftsmen travelled far and wide, impacting
the daily lives of people in other lands. The story of Chinese goods in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh
reveals a new account of the ties between Iran and China, particularly among the political,
economic, military, cultural, and scientific elites of both countries, thanks to which we can
acquire fresh insights into analysing the relations between nations and apply it to enhance the

connections between these two long-standing empires in the world today.

The story of Chinese goods in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh tells a new narrative of the relations be-
tween the two societies of Iran and China, especially the relations between the political, eco-
nomic, military, cultural and scientific elites of the two countries, from which new insights can
be gained into the method of analyzing relations between nations.

In the military sector, it seems that due to the high quality of Chinese military products in
ancient times, Chinese weapons were used by the great powers of that era. Especially, due to
their neighborhood and close solidarity with the Chinese, the Turanians took advantage of
these weapons and used them in the war with Iran.

In the clothing sector, the widespread use of Chinese fabrics among the greatest powers of
that era, such as Iran, Rome, India, China, Turan, Greece, Andalusia and even Arabs, indicates
the remarkable progress of the Chinese textile industry during that era. Meanwhile, a variety
of expensive Chinese fabrics had multiple functions and have been used as appropriate cov-
erings for attending official and diplomatic ceremonies. These fabrics were also used to dec-
orate the courts and army to show the capabilities and equipment against the enemy. At the
same time, these goods had a high commercial value and were traded between the merchants
of different countries, helping to increase economic exchanges between countries.
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In the field of stationery, it can also be seen that Chinese artisans in ancient times were more
advanced than their counterpartsin the printing and stationery industries at that time.

Finally, the use of precious objects to end wars, such as paying compensation with Chinese
silver and gold coins, was considered a way to strengthen peace diplomacy. Meanwhile, two
examples of the presence of Chinese artists and craftsmen in the construction of the Takht-e-
Taqdis and the weaving of the Farsh-e-Bozorgh indicate the use of scientific diplomacy as well
as cultural diplomacy by the Chinese government to strengthen its political relations with the
Iranian courtinancient times.

In this way, we can see how material objects played important roles in the context of relations
between countries and helped reduce tensions and increase cooperation between states in
ancient times.
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