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Extended abstract

INTRODUCTION

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict remains one of the most protracted and complex con-
temporary political and human struggles. While international peace efforts since the
1990s have largely been based on the “two-state solution,” the reality on the ground indi-
cates not only its failure but also the active undermining of the conditions necessary for
aviable independent Palestinian state. Contrary to the official discourse of a “peace pro-
cess, objective realities in the occupied territories point to the continuation and deepen-
ing of structural discrimination. This study moves beyond conventional approaches by
analyzing Israeli policies through the theoretical lens of “Creeping Apartheid.” This con-
cept describes a gradual, institutionalized, and legally-sanctioned process of imposing
an apartheid structure on Palestinians, distinct from the overt, formal apartheid of South
Africa. The central research question is how “creeping apartheid” has operated as a strat-
egy to alter the demographic fabric and create a structural dependence of Palestinians on

Israel between 1996 and 2023. The hypothesis posits that Israel, through spatial domina-
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tion and the imposition of a discriminatory regime, has made living conditions impossible

for Palestinians, leading to a forced population exodus.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The study is grounded in the theory of “Creeping Apartheid,” developed by scholars like

Yiftachel and Alpher. This framework explains how a system of discrimination and domi-

nation is not established suddenly and overtly but through a series of incremental, seem-

ingly legal, and justified measures that accumulate over time. The theory rests on four
core principles:

1. Gradualism: Discriminatory policies and laws are implemented not all at once, but per-
sistently over many years. This slow pace prevents widespread opposition and allows
eachnew restriction to become normalized.

2. Legitimation and Normalization: Each step is justified through discourses of “security,’
“resource management,” or “administrative necessity, making the policies appears le-
gal or essential to both domestic and international audiences.

3. Spatial Domination and Fragmentation: Control over geography is a key mechanism.
This involves the geographic and legal separation of populations through tools like
settlement expansion, movement restrictions, and the creation of separate infrastruc-
ture, effectively fragmenting the territory.

4. Dependency and Indirect Control: Instead of direct physical elimination, policies are
designed to make the subjugated group structurally dependent on the dominant power
for daily survival and economic activity, while systematically denying them equal rights.

This framework posits that seemingly isolated actions collectively design a discriminato-

ry structure that systematically denies a group its fundamental rights, ultimately leading

to the consolidation of domination, denial of self-determination, and forced population

transfer.

METHODOLOGY

This research employs a trend analysis methodology to empirically investigate the man-
ifestations of creeping apartheid. It quantitatively examines the trends of key demo-
graphic, economic, and spatial variables over the 1996-2023 period. The data is primarily
sourced from the World Bank database, with trade data supplemented by the Observato-
ry of Economic Complexity (OEC). The variables analyzed include:

Demographic/Spatial: Rural population share and growth rate, agricultural land indica-
tors (total, permanent, cereal-cultivated, arable land).

Economic: Indices for agricultural and livestock production, trade volume and value with
Israel, unemployment rates (total, youth, and among the highly-educated).

Population Displacement: Net migration rate and refugee population.

By tracking these variables over 27 years, the study aims to identify objective patterns that

reveal the operationalization of the creeping apartheid strategy.
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RESULTS & DISCUSSION

The trend analysis yields clear and consistent results that strongly support the creeping
apartheid thesis, organized around its theoretical principles:

a) Spatial Domination: The Oslo Accord’s division of the West Bank into Areas A, B, and C
placed 60% of the land (Area C, containing most natural resources) under full Israeli con-
trol. This geographic stranglehold has been instrumental. Data shows a consistent de-
cline in the rural population share (from ~30% to 22%) and its growth rate. Concurrently,
all agricultural land indices saw a drastic decline: total agricultural land decreased by
54%, permanent agricultural land by 50%, arable land by 49%, and land for cereal cultiva-
tion by 45% between 1996 and 2023. This crippled agricultural and livestock production,
which fell by 17% and 4% respectively, destroying Palestinian self-sufficiency.

b) Creating Dependency and Indirect Control: As productive capacity was eroded, a
one-sided economic dependency was enforced. Trade data reveals that a minimum of
75% of Palestinian exports went to Israel, and at least 60% of imports came from Israel.
Critically, the value of imports from Israel consistently far exceeded exports, creating a
perpetual trade deficit and financial leverage for Israel. This dependency is compounded
by Israel's total control over all of Palestine’s borders.

c) Forced Population Transfer (The Ultimate Goal): The impossible living conditions cre-
ated by the above policies directly led to population displacement. The net migration rate
has been consistently negative since the early years of the Palestinian Authority, indicat-
ing a steady outflow of over 580,000 people in the period. Furthermore, the Palestinian
refugee population grew by 95%, doubling over the study period, with an average annual
increase 0f 45,000 people.

The discussion confirms that these trends are not coincidental but are interlinked man-
ifestations of a deliberate strategy. The gradual imposition of restrictions on land, re-
sources, and movement, coupled with enforced economic dependency and soaring un-
employment, has made sustainable life increasingly untenable for Palestinians, thereby
facilitating their forced displacement and altering the demographic composition of the

occupied territories.

CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

The study concludes that Israeli policies against Palestinians constitute a systematic,
long-term strategy best analyzed as “Creeping Apartheid.” The empirical data from 1996-
2023 demonstrates that through spatial control, resource deprivation, economic de-
pendency, and the engineering of socio-economic despair, Israel has created the condi-
tions for the forced transfer of the Palestinian population and the denial of their right to
self-determination.

A key finding is that this process is advanced not through overt, dramatic actions, but
through gradual, legalized, and normalized measures that accumulate into a comprehen-

sive structure of discrimination. Therefore, the Palestinian issue can no longer be framed
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solely within the context of political conflict or temporary peace arrangements. It must
be recognized as a structural process of apartheid, threatening the future of Palestine
through systematic human rights violations, demographic engineering, and gradual col-
onization.

Consequently, theoretical and practical approaches at national and international levels
must directly confront the reality of this creeping apartheid strategy. Solutions based
on the “two-state model” or temporary arrangements will remain ineffective unless they
fundamentally address and dismantle this underlying structure of incremental domina-

tionand displacement.

Key Words: Palestine, Creeping Apartheid, Israel, Spatial Dominance, Trend Analysis, De-

mographic Change, Forced Displacement.
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