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Abstract

1-INTRODUCTION

The significance and necessity of addressing the topic of this article lie in the fact that
examining the Arab League’s approach to the Syrian crisis from 2020 to 2024 is of great
importance, as this crisis has been one of the most complex challenges in the Middle East,
and the role of regional organizations in managing it has profound impacts on regional
stability. The shift in the Arab League’s approach from confrontation to engagement with
the Assad regime not only reflects regional political transformations but also has led to
outcomes such as reduced tensions and enhanced security cooperation. By analyzing the
factors behind this shift, including disillusionment with the opposition and security con-
cerns, this study contributes to a better understanding of regional dynamics. Given the
ongoing repercussions of the Syrian crisis, this article provides valuable insights for poli-
cymakers and researchers in managing regional crises and promoting Arab convergence.
Regarding the organization of this article, it is systematically structured under the title
“Analyzing the Arab League’s Approach to the Syrian Crisis and Its Regional Consequenc-
es(2020-2024).” The introduction outlines the context of the Syrian crisis and the impor-
tance of studying the Arab League’s role. The second section reviews the literature and
previous studies related to the topic. The third section explains the research methodolo-
gy and clarifies the article’s methodological framework. The fourth section presents the
research findings in five subsections: 1) Analysis of the Syrian crisis from 2020 to 2024; 2)
The Arab League’s responses to the crisis; 3) Factors influencing the change in the stance

of Arab League member states, including the consolidation of the Assad regime and secu-
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rity concerns; 4) Regional consequences of the Arab League’s approach, such as reducing
security threats, managing Syrian refugees, and controlling arms smuggling and terror-
ism from Syria to other parts of the Arab world; 5) Analysis of the Arab League’s approach
and its consequences based on the components of classical realism theory. Finally, the
conclusion summarizes the findings and offers recommendations for strengthening the

Arab League’s role, concluding the article.

2- THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Classical realism has been chosen as the theoretical framework for this study. Based on
the views of Hans Morgenthau and other scholars of this school, this theory emphasiz-
es that states in the international arena primarily seek to preserve their security and
national interests, with power-seeking playing a central role in international politics.
According to classical realism, international relations, especially during crises and wars,
are predominantly shaped by strategic interests and national power rather than moral
principles or global ideals. Classical realism is one of the foundational theories of interna-
tional relations, emphasizing human nature and its role in state behavior. Scholars such
as Hans Morgenthau and Edward Carr developed this theory, asserting that humans are
inherently driven by power and self-interest, a trait that extends to the state level. In this
framework, national interests are considered an immutable principle, and any cooper-
ation between states is merely a tool to secure these interests. Since the international
system lacks a central authority, states are compelled to enhance their relative power to
ensure survival and security, which inherently conflicts with sustainable cooperation.
Distrust among states is another core assumption of this theory, leading to the instabil-
ity of cooperative efforts. In an anarchic environment, states fear that others might ex-
ploit agreements or violate commitments once they gain an advantage. Additionally, the
competitive structure of the international system places even short-term cooperation
under the pressure of security threats. Changes in conditions or national interests can
lead states to abandon cooperation as soon as it ceases to serve their interests. From this
perspective, cooperation within classical realism is inherently fragile and contingent on
states’ rational calculations. According to classical realism, sustained cooperation among
states is not only challenging but nearly impossible. The theory argues that in an anarchic
international system, states are driven to compete for power and security. Thus, cooper-
ation endures only as long as it serves the national interests of the parties involved. With
changing conditions or emerging threats, such cooperation quickly unravels. Therefore,
the instability of cooperation is not an exception but a rule derived from the structure
of the international system and the nature of state behavior. From the perspective of
classical realism, the Arab League’s decisions regarding the Syrian crisis (2020-2024) re-
flect the security and geopolitical priorities of its members in an anarchic international
system. While the League initially adopted a confrontational stance by suspending Syr-

ia's membership in 2011 and supporting the opposition, changing battlefield conditions,
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including the consolidation of the Assad regime and security threats from terrorism and
the refugee crisis, pushed it toward re-engagement with Damascus. This shift demon-
strates members’ efforts to maintain regional stability and address shared challenges,
although internal divisions and policy inconsistencies have limited the League’s effec-
tiveness. This article analyzes how the Arab League has influenced regional dynamics by

relying onitsrole.

3- METHODOLOGY

This study employs a descriptive-analytical research method, utilizing library and online
resources. The descriptive-analytical approach is particularly suitable for examining and
analyzing data and evidence related to the policies of Saudi Arabia and Qatar and their
interactions in the Syrian crisis. Various sources, including academic articles, books, gov-
ernment reports, and other credible materials, have been reviewed and analyzed to place

the obtained information within an appropriate theoretical framework.

4- RESULTS & DISCUSSION

The sudden collapse of Assad in December 2024 was the result of a lightning operation
by Hay'at Tahrir al-Sham, which began in Idlib and rapidly spread to Aleppo, Homs, and
Damascus. These developments, supported indirectly by Turkey and accompanied by
weakened Russian and Iranian backing, demonstrated the rapid disintegration of the
Syrian army and the loss of Assad’s legitimacy. The Arab League’s shift in approach, which
beganin 2023 with Assad’s reinstatement, ended with this collapse. Now, the Arab League
faces a new government that requires support, but the diversity of opposition groups
and the absence of a strong central government have placed the organization in a cau-
tious position. The rapid geopolitical transformations in Syria, particularly Assad’s fall in
2024, were partly the result of changes in the Arab League’s policies and actions during
this period. The League’s decision to normalize relations with the Assad regime, though
aimed at enhancing security cooperation and managing the refugee crisis, led to reduced
international pressure on Damascus and partial legitimization of Assad’s government.
This, combined with continued support from Iran and Russia, temporarily allowed As-
sad to consolidate his position. However, the League’s failure to provide comprehensive
solutions to address the root causes of the crisis, such as Syria’s economic problems
and reconstruction, fueled internal discontent and escalated tensions. Additionally, di-
visions among member states, particularly between the Saudi-Qatar axis and countries
like Algeria and Iraq, hindered effective coordination in regional policies. These factors,
alongside external interventions and internal pressures, contributed to the weakening of

Assad’s government and its ultimate collapse in 2024.

5- CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

The shift in the stance of Arab League member states toward the Syrian government from

2020 to 2024 resulted from a complex interplay of factors, including the relative end of
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Syria’s civil war, the failure of the opposition, security concerns, and the refugee crisis.
This shift not only impacted the domestic policies of Arab states but also influenced in-
ternational and regional relations. In a scenario where Assad’s rule continued, Syria’s re-
lations with the Arab League remained fragile and limited to conditional support, where-
as Assad’s fall created opportunities for normalizing relations with the new government,
albeit with numerous challenges. The sudden developments of 2024 marked the end of
the Arab League’s previous approach, and the future of relations depends on political
stability in Syria. The role of Arab states and Turkey will be critical in shaping this future.
Since stability in Syria and its reintegration into the Arab League could reduce security
threats, improve humanitarian crises, and contribute to managing Syrian refugees, con-
trolling arms and drug smuggling, and curbing terrorism from Syria to other parts of the
Arab world, the Arab League’s shift from confrontation to engagement with the Assad re-
gime (2020-2024) was linked to Syria’s geopolitical transformations, particularly Assad’s
fall. While these policies created relative stability to some extent, the failure to address

Syria’s structural challengesled to instability and Assad’s collaps.

Key Words: Syria, Syrian Crisis, Arab League, Classical Realism Theory.
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