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Introduction:

Security is a public good and one of the main values of human life, and in practice, the
main responsibility for ensuring international security lies with the countries that we
refer to as great powers. How to ensure that all great powers remain good international
citizens and act to uphold international law and the balance of power, rather than to dis-
rupt it, is a perennial problem in international security. But when a great power acts as a
bully or lawbreaker in the international arena, international security is jeopardized and
the possibility of catastrophic war increases. There are also times when great powers see
their interests at stake and begin security moves in places that conflict with their inter-
ests. Today, the East Asian region has emerged as one of the world’s strategic regions and
the most important economic pillar at the international level, and the emergence of the
most important emerging powers at this time has caused the center of gravity of global
wealth and power to shift from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean.

East Asia has undergone developments since World War II that have led to changes in
the approach of powerful countries, especially the United States. After 1945, the United
States supported Japan as a strong barrier against the Soviet Union; however, with the
collapse of the Soviet Union and the blow it dealt to the idea of communism, it shifted
American policies towards China, which was one of the prominent supporters of this
idea. The United States> use of escalating policies in East Asia in recent decades and the

maintenance of the causes of conflict between South Korea and Japan with North Korea
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have been aimed at putting pressure on China and managing and controlling its growing
power. Over the past few years, various U.S. working groups on China have met across
the country, and their reports identify various tools that officials can use as leverage to
defend U.S. interests and encourage China to act in ways that do not conflict with the in-
terests of the United States and other countries.

According to researchers, topics such as: The shift of international power from West to
East; China’s change in passive policy since the late 1990s; China’s active presence in the
international arena, as well as its economic growth and acceleration towards progress,
have raised concerns among other powers, and this led to the study of China’s influence

on the performance of military-industrial complexes from 2000 to 2022.

Methodology:

In this article, the authors, by examining different schools of thought on security and
attempting to break out of the narrow circle of militarism, criticize the attitudes of those
who considered security to be one-dimensional, and introduce comprehensive and mul-
tidimensional security. In this study, the Copenhagen School was chosen because it ne-
gates one-dimensional security and expands it to five areas: military (coercive relations),
economic (commercial relations), political (power relations), social (collective identity
relations), and environmental (human-ecosystem relations). Regarding the security situ-
ation in East Asia, Barry Buzan believes that there is a distinct and long-standing regional
context in this region that is at least as valuable as the global level in shaping the region’s
security dynamics. In security analysis, Buzan focuses primarily on the regional level of
analysis and, accordingly, believes that countries should allocate a special place in their
foreign policy to the regional dimensions of security and pursue security from its mul-
tidimensional perspectives. In fact, the fundamental question of this school is not how
to ensure security, but rather who, why, and how brings certain issues into the realm of
security issues. Accordingly, data collection was carried out using a library method and

research findings were conducted using a descriptive-analytical method.

China has more than doubled its military spending in the past decade to maintain its
security in the region, as well as against the US military-industrial complex that exerts
influence in the region through South Korea, Japan, and Taiwan. China has embarked on
a naval shipbuilding program that has put more ships to sea between 2014 and 2018 than
the combined number of ships in the navies of Germany, India, Spain, and the United
Kingdom. The People’s Liberation Army has also launched guided missile cruisers and nu-
clear-powered ballistic missile submarines. China launched its third aircraft carrier, the
Fujian, in June 2022. The People’s Liberation Army’s missile force has also modernized its
capabilities, including by developing hypersonic missiles and anti-ship ballistic missiles.

According to the US military, the People’s Liberation Army also plans to expand its nuclear
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arsenal to 700 nuclear warheads by 2027 and to at least 1,000 nuclear warheads by 2030.
However, little is known about how China’s growing defense budget is being allocated,
especially after recent structural reforms. In fact, the findings of the descriptive-ana-
lytical research show that: Since 2000, China has been able to strengthen its security
cadres with growing military power and the strategy of rejuvenating the great Chinese
nation, improving the comprehensive national power of the government, accelerating
the modernization and strengthening of the People’s Liberation Army, and the strategy
of developing military-civilian integration in a full spectrum of land, air, sea, as well as
nuclear, space, electronic warfare, and cyberspace operations against the effects of the

military-industrial complex.

Conclusion:

Currently, the East Asian region is one of the world's strategic regions and one of the
most important economic pillars at the international level. After 1945, the United States
supported Japan as a deterrent against the Soviet Union, but the collapse of the Soviet
Union led the United States to China, a prominent supporter of communist ideology. U.S.
policymakers believe that there is always a risk that a one-party state like China's could
act in a way that clearly threatens U.S. interests. In order to reduce the likelihood of Chi-
na choosing such a path, the United States has insisted on its own strategies and tools,
one of which is the presence of military-industrial complexes in the East Asian region.
Researchers found that one of the most important factors in countering the threat of the
United States' presence in the East Asian region is China's significant military progress
from 2000 to 2022, in line with the country's economic progress. Since the end of Jiang
Zemin's presidency, China's foundation for countering US hegemony and power politics
has been aligned with improving and developing regional relations. According to the Co-
penhagen multidimensional school, China's national strategies for protectingitself in the
region also include multiple factors. In this regard, China has put an increase in the Peo-
ple's Liberation Army's budget on its agenda to accelerate its modernization and elimi-
nate deficiencies. China has more than doubled its military spending in the past decade,
and to counter the presence of the United States and its military contractors in East Asia,
China has been pursuing military-security strategies in line with its economic growth,
such as: Rejuvenating the great Chinese nation, improving the state's comprehensive
national power, accelerating the modernization and strengthening of the People's Liber-
ation Army, and developing the strategy of military-civilian integration, China has been
able to trainits security cadres in a full range of land, air, and sea, as well as nuclear, space,

electronic warfare, and cyberspace operations.
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