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1. INTRODUCTION

In the present era, due to the importance of public opinion, presenting a favorable image
of the country is an effective policy for advancing the goals of public diplomacy. Therefore,
nation branding in unique fields such as history, culture, and civilization is an influential
strategy. Currently, Iran, as one of the oldest human civilizations, enjoys global recognition.
Hence, the authors intend to answer this question: What role does the science of “archae-
ology” play in shaping Iran’s transnational image as one of the oldest countries in the world?
It seems that archaeology, by discovering ancient cultures and civilizations and introducing
them internationally, has played a significant role in shaping Iran’s transnational image as
one of the oldest human civilizations.

2. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The emergence of the internet and new media has increased the influence of international
public opinion on the domestic and foreign policies of countries. In such an environment,
public diplomacy plays a central role. The goal of public diplomacy is to influence public
opinion in target countries; thus, public opinion as a key actor is exposed to targeted imag-

es which form the essence of nation branding. Nation branding is part of the commerciali-
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zation process of culture and society and is fundamentally different from product branding.
According to Anholt, brand identity, brand image, brand purpose, and brand value are four
important areas of branding; brand identity encompasses a broad domain including myths,
history, culture, and national-religious stories. Brand image is the perception of global so-
ciety about a particular country; brand purpose can include enhancing international sta-
tus, attracting investment, boosting tourism industry, ensuring security, etc. Brand equity
refers to the values, assets, and advantages of the brand, the most important elements of
which are history, culture, traditions, and customs.

3. METHODOLOGY

This research, being the first to explore the impact of archaeology on foreign policy and

national security, is fundamental in nature. Qualitative data analysis has been conducted

based on historical and causal explanations, and data have been collected through library
research methods.

4. RESULTS & DISCUSSION

4.1 The Background of Iranian Archaeology

Archaeology studies the past of humans and human societies based on their remaining

material artifacts. Ali Mousavi divides the history of Iranian archaeology into four main

periods:

 Early Excavations (1600 to 1800 AD): When local people and rulers searched for treasures.

e French Era (1884-1927): Began with Naser al-Din Shah’s permission for French excavations
in Susa.

e International Period (1931 to 1979): The end of French monopoly in 1927 opened the way
for international teams. Hertzfeld’s excavations at Persepolis marked a new chapter in Ira-
nian archaeological research. After WWII, Iranian archaeologists’ participation increased.

* Post-Revolution Period: The 1979 revolution and the Iran-Iraq war in 1981 halted most
archaeological activities. Excavations by Majidzadeh in Jiroft (2003), Malek Shahmirzadi in
Silk (2006), Mehdi Rahbar in Bandian Dargaz, and Sajjadi in Shahr-e Sukhteh were among
the most important early 2Ist-century digs.

4.2 Institution Building

The establishment of the National Heritage Society in 1923, approval of new antiquities

regulations in 1924, abolition of French exclusive rights by the National Assembly in 1927,

formation of the Antiquities Law in 1930, establishment of the University of Tehran in 1934,

construction of the Iran Bastan Museum in 1936, founding the Archaeological Institute in

1959, founding the Archaeology and Art Group in 1963, and establishment of the Iranian Ar-

chaeological Center in 1972 played crucial roles in the development of Iranian archaeology.
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4.3 Major Archaeological Excavations in Iran

Since the mid-Qajar era, hundreds of mounds and sites have been explored and excavated,

including:

* Persepolis: Considered the gateway to Iranian archaeology. The University of Chicago ex-
cavation led by Hertzfeld in 1931 uncovered the Throne Hall, Apadana’s eastern stairway,
and dozens of clay tablets. Subsequently, Eric Schmidt revealed the Gate of All Nations
and over one hundred clay tablets.

* Pasargadae: Hertzfeld introduced various parts of the site including the throne mound,
sacred precinct, gate palace, private palace, Cyrus’s tomb, and palace complex. Ali Sami
added crucial details over five years. Stronach conducted comprehensive excavations
from 1961 to 1963.

* Marlik: Excavated by Dr. Negahban in 1961 over fourteen months. Marlik’s significance lies
not only in the discovery of gold and silver objects but also in being the first fully Iranian
excavation team. Famous mythological items include the Bull's Head Cup, Golden Eagle
Cup, Simorgh Cup, and Winged Bull.

* Hasanlu: Dyson excavated Hasanlu from 1957 to 1974, revealing parts of the southwestern
Mannean fortress and mapping it. The Golden Cup of Hasanlu and Electrum Cup gained
worldwide fame.

* Haft Tepe, Khuzestan: Excavations by Dr. Negahban (1965-1978) uncovered valuable data
on Middle Elamite history. Behzad Mofidi's six excavation seasons revealed Islamic, Par-
thian, and Sassanian layers, clay tablets, and 13 jar burials. The most important Elam-
ite civilization aspect was the ancient linear Elamite inscriptions deciphered by Francois
Desset.

» Susa: Extensive excavations by Marcel Dieulafoy and his wife uncovered important arti-
facts including Darius’s palace and ancient statues. Jacques de Morgan discovered Pro-
to-Elamite tablets and Elamite and Achaemenid architecture remains. In 1965, an Iranian
team led by Dr. Negahban conducted 14 excavation seasons.

* Jiroft: Six excavation seasons by Yousef Majidzadeh shed light on Jiroft civilization. One
of the key discoveries was seals related to ancient Mesopotamian dynasties, highlighting
extensive trade relations between the regions.

» Shahr-e Sukhteh: Excavated by Italian archaeologists led by Martirosi Tozi from 1967 to
1978, later by Dr. Seyed Mansour Sajjadi. Discoveries such as the world’s first prosthetic
eye, the oldest backgammon board, the oldest animation, and the oldest brain surgery
have brought global fame to the site.

* Chogha Zanbil: Excavated by Ghirshman, it is the largest architectural relic of the Elamite

civilization, built around 1300 BC in five levels. Originally about 52 meters high, today only
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25 meters and two and a half levels remain.

» Takht-e Soleyman: Von Drustern conducted the first archaeological excavation in 1959.
Takht-e Soleyman is the site of the great Azargoshnasp fire temple from the Sassanid era,
built around a lake in an extinct volcanic crater. Chronology dates the site to the Parthian
and early Sassanid periods.

4.4. The Role of Archaeology in Iran’s Transnational Branding
Thousands of scientific articles and books about ancient Iran have been published. Nu-
merous academic conferences focused on Iranian archaeology and over 200 exhibitions of
Iranian historical artifacts have been held worldwide.
Additionally, the image of Iran as an ancient country with a millennia-old history has been
reflected in speeches by Iranian officials. Currently, 26 cultural-historical sites and 2 natu-
ral sites in Iran are listed as UNESCO World Heritage Sites.
Thousands of historical artifacts discovered from various Iranian sites are displayed in ma-
jor museums worldwide, presenting a valuable image of Iran. Renowned international me-
dia such as National Geographic, BBC, CNN, The Guardian, and The New York Times have
introduced Iran as one of the world’s oldest countries through numerous articles, reports,
and news programs. Many important international figures, including U.S. presidents, have
referred to Iran’s rich history, civilization, and culture in their speeches.

5. CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

Excavations by Iranian and foreign archaeologists have led to the discovery of important
data on Iran’s history and civilization. Concurrently, institutions related to archaeology have
developed, and Iranian history and civilization have been recognized as a relative advantage
by society and government. Consequently, focusing resources (institution building, legisla-
tion, human resources, funding, etc.) on this relative advantage (history and civilization) has

resulted in constructing a valuable image of Iran as the oldest country in the world.

Keywords: Archaeology, Nation Branding, Branding, Iran, Public Diplomacy
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