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Extended abstract

1- INTRODUCTION

Saudi Arabia and the UAE are two important countries in the West Asian region that, de-
spite being allied, have multifaceted relations with each other, which include elements of
cooperation, competition, and occasional conflicts. One area where these two countries
have overlapping, competing, and sometimes conflicting interests is the Horn of Africa. The
Horn of Africa is increasingly important to Saudi Arabia and the UAE due to a combination
of economic, security, and geopolitical interests.

Somalia’s strategic location has given it a vital geopolitical position in the region, bridging
the sea routes between Africa and West Asia. This position has given Somalia a special sig-
nificance in the foreign policy of the UAE and Saudi Arabia. An examination of the UAE’s
and Saudi Arabia’s interests in Somalia reveals a complex interplay of geopolitical strategies,
economic investments, security concerns, and regional rivalries. This analysis is essential
not only to understand the motivations behind the Gulf states’ actions, but also to predict
their long-term impact on stability and development in the Horn of Africa.

This research seeks to answer the question of why (or for what purpose) Saudi Arabia and
the UAE (In the era of new leaders; Mohammed bin Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud in Sau-
di Arabia and Mohammed bin Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan in the UAE) are undertaking a
wide range of actions in Somalia in the political, security-military, economic, and cultural
spheres. In response to this hypothesis, it is tested that: All the actions of Saudi Arabia and

the UAE in the four areas mentioned are ultimately aimed at maintaining the political sys-
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tem in Somalia, which leads to the establishment and promotion of peace and stability in
the region and ultimately focuses on sustainable development. In other words, maintaining
the political system helps to establish peace and stability in the region, which ultimately
acts as a basis for sustainable development, and these three goals create a virtuous cycle
that continuously reinforces each other.
2- THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK
The theoretical approach in this paper is a combined review of studies on peace and sus-
tainable development. Establishing peace and stability are essential components for sus-
tainable development. Peace can be achieved through mutual understanding and the cre-
ation of shared values among states, one of which is sustainable development. Peace and
stability prove to be both a factor that creates development and a result of development. In
fact, there is a virtuous cycle between peace and development.
3- METHODOLOGY

The method used in this research is a comparative study of the actions and goals of Saudi
Arabia and the UAE in Somalia, and the data collection method was carried out by referring
to official news sites, analytical sites, and think tanks (Arabic, Somali, and Western).
4- RESULTS & DISCUSSION
Achieving sustainable development requires coordination among countries around the
world. The Sustainable Development Goals are designed to be universal and applicable to all
countries, addressing interconnected global challenges such as poverty, inequality, climate
change and environmental degradation. The UAE and Saudi Arabia are two countries that
have made comprehensive efforts to achieve peace and stability and provide sustainable
development in the Horn of Africa. The pursuit of sustainable development is a vital goal for
Saudi Arabia and the UAE, which offers multiple benefits that align with their national vi-
sions and global responsibilities. Sustainable development is in line with the two countries’
goal of economic diversification and growth.
The main and most important part of the actions that Saudi Arabia and the UAE are taking
in relation to Somalia can be considered to be in line with maintaining the political status
quo, or more precisely, “preserving the political system” in these two countries. Because by
maintaining the political system or helping the political system (so that it can better per-
form its specific tasks), it can help establish peace and stability both in the country under
their sovereignty and in the region in which they are located.
All the measures that Saudi Arabia and the UAE have taken towards sustainable develop-
ment in Somalia; on the one hand, they strengthen sustainable development in Somalia; on
the other hand, they maintain and stabilize the country’s political system; and on the third,

they create peace and stability in the region.
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In addition, sustainable development, maintaining the political system, and maintaining
peace and stability mutually reinforce each other and create a virtuous cycle. Therefore,
this article also examines the measures and explains the goals that Saudi Arabia and the
UAE have taken in the economic field in Somalia. The topic of this section is explained in
three axes: food security, renewable energy, and investment in infrastructure.
5- CONCLUSIONS & SUGGESTIONS

This effort does not mean that Saudi Arabia and the UAE are “kinder nanny than mother”
for the Horn of Africa region. Rather, it means that the UAE and Saudi Arabia gain benefits
for their countries from establishing peace, stability, and sustainable development in the
Horn of Africa region. These two countries, by coordinating and overlapping the four po-
litical, security, economic, and cultural goals, are trying to provide stability in the political
system of the Horn of Africa countries and peace and stability in the region, and to guide
the countries of the region towards sustainable development; through which, their own
strategic interests are provided.
It can be said that sustainable development, peace and stability, and maintaining the polit-
ical system are interconnected goals that mutually reinforce each other. These three goals
are deeply interdependent. Progress in one area often catalyzes progress in other areas,
creating a virtuous cycle of mutual reinforcement.
Therefore, the four goals resulting from the four actions of these countries in the Horn
of Africa are aimed at preserving the political system and establishing peace and stability
in the region. In fact, by creating diplomatic groundwork, Saudi Arabia and the UAE are
providing the ground and context for security-military, economic and cultural actions in

Somalia in the form of political actions.
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