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1-INTRODUCTION

to varying degrees, influenced the strategic and security policymaking of regional coun-
tries. Afghanistan, due to its proximity to Russia's sphere of influence, namely Central Asian
countries, holds significant geopolitical importance for Moscow. In its 2021 National Se-
curity Strategy document, Russia, adopting a comprehensive approach to the concept of
security, indirectly addressed the potential threats emanating from Afghanistan's territory
following the ascension to the power of the Islamic Emirate in 2021.

With the alteration in Afghanistan's political system and the return of the Islamic Emirate
to power in 2021, not only has Afghanistan's internal affairs undergone transformation, but
regional actors have also reassessed their policies within the framework of their national
interests and security. Russia, as a country with prior experience of military presence in Af-
ghanistan (1979-1989), has been influenced by Afghanistan's internal conditions and power
transitions, both historically and geopolitically.

Given this interconnectedness, Russia, particularly after the withdrawal of U.S. forces in
2021, sought to capitalize on the opportunity to reestablish its historical and geopolitical

position. The reassessment of the role of regional powers, especially Russia, regarding the
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actions of the Islamic Emirate in regional processes remains an underexplored subject. In
the international system, every country relies on one or more strategic documents that
outline strategies to ensure its existence, safeguard, and expand its national interests and
objectives.

Russia's 2021 National Security Strategy is among the most significant documents con-
cerning its strategic security affairs. Although Russia revises its national security strategy
every six years in response to domestic and international conditions, this document, de-
signed under unique circumstances, reflects a shift in Russia's security approach. Russia's
approach to the Taliban provides insights Into Afghanistan's evolving geopolitical landscape
and its implications for regional security and stability. The Islamic Emirate, as a de facto
actor (a prevailing reality), currently holds authority over Afghanistan and has played a
pivotal role in Afghanistan's political affairs for over two decades as an alternative to the
Republican system. The Taliban's transition from a group to a government/state in 2021 has
transformed the security order in Central Asia. In this regard, security orders, as dynamic

processes, effectively shape the security doctrines of regional power.

2-THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

The withdrawal of American forces from Afghanistan has effectively created an opportunity
for influential regional actors to occupy the strategic and political space vacated by the
United States. This development can be examined within a broader framework of realism,
particularly through the lens of offensive realism. Offensive realism, a subcategory of ne-
oclassical realism, posits that the anarchic structure of the international system compels
states to maximize their relative power. Given that security and survival are not inherently
assured, states endeavor to secure themselves both by enhancing their power and expand-
ing their influence. From this perspective, the anarchic nature of the international system
imposes a behavioral pattern on states, motivating them to pursue greater influence as a
means of securing their status and position. John Mersheimer, a leading proponent of of-
fensive realism, identifies three core drivers behind state behavior: the anarchic structure
of the international system, the offensive capabilities possessed by all states, and the un-
certainty regarding the intentions of other actors. A central tenet of this approach is that
revisionist states aspire to achieve hegemonic status within the international order and
strive to alter the distribution of power in their favor, as survival in such a system necessi-

tates aggressive behavior.

3-METHODOLOGY

This study utilizes an analytical-explanatory research methodology to facilitate an accurate
depiction of phenomena while also establishing a foundation for elucidating their causes,
interrelations, and consequences. This approach is anchored in logical reasoning and evi-
dence-based analysis, enabling more profound and systematic comprehension of the sub-

ject under investigation. Primary data were sourced from library materials and reputable
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news agencies to ensure both the theoretical coherence of the research and its pertinence

to current and empirical developments.

4-RESULTS &DISCUSSION

subsequent re-emergence of the Islamic Emirate resulted in the establishment of a novel
political landscape in Afghanistan, altering the positions of both domestic and foreign ac-
tors involved in the country.

Russia's approach to the Islamic Emirate has been formulated in two dimensions: securi-
ty and political interactions. Security Dimension: This encompasses security mechanisms
centered on Afghanistan, military exercises, and support for the Islamic Emirate's anti-ISIS
policies. Political Dimension: Russia engages with the Islamic Emirate as part of its strategy
to counter U.S. unilateralism through mechanisms such as the Moscow Format and the
Regional Contact Group, while also seeking influence at regional political summits (e.g.,
Doha meetings).

From Russia's perspective, the Taliban's anti-ISIS policies are considered a positive meas-
ure in combating terrorism. However, one of the major challenges confronting the Islamic
Emirate is the lack of international recognition, which impacts the legitimacy of the govern-
ment and can potentially lead to political isolation. In this context, Russia's political engage-

ment with the Islamic Emirate was perceived as an opportunity for Afghanistan.

As one of the principal actors in Central Asia, Russia has consistently been influenced by
Afghanistan's internal development due to its geographical proximity to Russia's geopolit-
ical sphere of influence. Consequently, Russia's political and security strategies have often
been characterized by contradictions but generally tend toward cooperation. Following its
return to power in 2021, the Islamic Emirate requires substantial regional cooperation to
ensure stability and security. Through such cooperation, Kabul established a foundation for
political stability and economic development. While regional countries perceive the Islamic
Emirate's rule as both an accomplishment and an opportunity, security concerns remain
their primary consideration. To ensure that the Taliban remained aligned with its interests,
Russia endeavored to strengthen this actor as part of its broader strategy to counter U.S.
unilateralism. Mechanisms such as the Moscow Format and Regional Contact Group are

considered Russian initiatives to facilitate regional legitimacy for the Islamic Emirate.

Key Words: Moscow Format, Security Strategy, Unilateralism, Geopolitics, Political En-

gagement.
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