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The ongoing war in Ukraine, although geographically situated within the European conti-
nent, transcends regional boundaries and constitutes a fundamental confrontation among
global powers. At its core, this conflict reflects the anticipated decline of American he-
gemony and the emergence of a new contest over the structure of the future international
order. From this perspective, Russia’s strategic posture, decision-making processes at the
highest levels of power, and military actions in Ukraine carry profound implications for the
future trajectory of global governance and the distribution of power on the international
stage. Consequently, analyzing this event as a geopolitical and geostrategic turning point
holds significant importance for understanding contemporary global developments.

The objective of this article is to elucidate and examine the geopolitical motivations and
considerations that have drawn Russia into the Ukrainian crisis, particularly within the
framework of a rapidly evolving international system that has undergone significant trans-
formations since the end of the Cold War. The central research question guiding this study
is: What strategic and geopolitical logic, under Vladimir Putin’s leadership, shapes Russia’s
approach to the Ukraine crisis? To address this question, the present research employs
geopolitical theories as its analytical framework and hypothesizes that Russia’s intervention
in Ukraine is fundamentally driven by its desire to secure a central and decisive role in
shaping the new world order. Indeed, Russia aims not only to guarantee its regional security
and influence but also to reconstruct the global power structure in a manner that limits

Western hegemony—especially that of the United States—and enhances its own position in
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international affairs.

One distinguishing feature of Russia’s strategy in this conflict is its multidimensional nature;
this strategy integrates military, economic, and ideological components, all deployed to
achieve overarching strategic goals. Despite the significance of these dimensions, a con-
siderable portion of prior scholarship has insufficiently addressed Moscow’s short-term
geopolitical interests in Ukraine. This study, by focusing on this underexplored aspect,
demonstrates that Russia’s short-term interests—including securing control over key ter-
ritories and maintaining influence over Kyiv's policies—have played a vital role alongside
long-term objectives in shaping Moscow’s strategic decisions. In other words, Russia’s mil-
itary intervention seeks not only to fulfill immediate interests but also to redefine Ukraine’s
security and political architecture in a way that consolidates its geopolitical position.The
findings indicate that the Ukraine war represents a geopolitical inflection point capable of
precipitating structural transformations in the international order. In this regard, the post-
war fate of Ukraine holds critical importance not only for the country itself but also for the
overall configuration of global power. It can be argued that Ukraine will soon serve as a
litmus test for the shape and substance of the emerging global order, where multilateralism,
power struggles among various blocs, and geopolitical competition will play increasingly
prominent roles. Analyzing this issue, particularly in the context of power relations among
Russia, the United States, and other major global actors, is essential for understanding fun-
damental changes in the architecture of the international system.

From a methodological standpoint, this study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach, uti-
lizing qualitative methods such as process tracing and case study analysis to rigorously
examine Russia’s interventions in the Ukraine crisis. Data sources include documentary
materials, up-to-date scholarly literature, and reputable online platforms, ensuring the an-
alytical depth and scientific rigor of the research. This methodology allows for a compre-
hensive identification and analysis of both Russia’s long-term and short-term interests and
strategies, while effectively linking theoretical perspectives with empirical realities.
Ultimately, this study shows that Russia’s intervention in Ukraine should not be viewed
merely as a regional dispute or an internal crisis but rather as part of a broader geopo-
litical struggle to redefine the global balance of power. This war, coinciding with shifts in
the East-West power dynamic, serves as a battlefield for ideological contestations, military
capabilities, and economic interests, significantly influencing the future of the international
order. Therefore, a deeper understanding of Russia’s strategic logic in this context holds
critical importance for political analysts, diplomats, and policymakers aiming to grasp the
trajectories of the global system in the years to come.
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