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Extended Abstract:

1. Introduction

In today's world, the power of political units can no longer be interpreted in a linear and
one-dimensional manner. The fluidity of strategic environments, the expansion of influence
networks, and the growing geopolitical complexities have transformed power acquisition
into a systematic and network-based process. Given these shifts, the primary research
question is: “How can the Islamic Republic of Iran develop its power amidst geopolitical
instability and rapid changes?” This article aims to explore new dimensions of power and

identify meaningful patterns for better understanding Iran's role in international affairs.

1. Professor of International Relations, Faculty of Law and Political Sciences, University of Tehran,
Tehran, Iran, faghasemi@ut.ac.ir

2. Assistant Professor of International Relations, Faculty of Law and Political Sciences, University of
Tehran, Tehran, Iran, norooziutir@ut.ac.ir

3. PHD of International Relations, Kish International District, Tehran University, Kish, Iran, (corre-

sponding author) e.hajipoor@ut.ac.ir



Network-HybridGeopoliticsandthe PowerAcquisitionofthe
IslamicRepublicoflraninaState of Complexity of complexity

2. Theoretical Framework

This study is situated within the framework of complexity and chaos theory, seeking to ana-
lyze Iran’s power acquisition through the lens of network-hybrid geopolitics. Based on the
theory of complex adaptive systems, the international system operates as a nonlinear enti-
ty, where minor changes can have widespread effects (sensitive dependence). Furthermore,
this study emphasizes that power in the modern era is increasingly understood not through
traditional structural frameworks but through networking, flexibility, and the integration of

different power instruments (hard, soft, smart).

3. Research Methodology

This research employs an abductive methodological approach. Instead of relying solely on
deductive or inductive reasoning, the abductive method aims to provide the best possible
explanation for unstable and complex conditions. By analyzing emerging trends in global
geopolitics, this study evaluates various power acquisition models and identifies the net-
work-based mechanisms utilized by the Islamic Republic of Iran to expand its regional and

global influence.

4. Discussion

This section delves into Iran’s operational strategies for power acquisition, demonstrating
how the country has enhanced its geopolitical positioning through network-building, cy-
berspace capabilities, and the engineering of power distribution in complex international
environments. Additionally, Iran’s role in the emerging Eurasian order, its involvement in
the Asia-Pacific region, and its engagement with China’s "Belt and Road Initiative" are exam-
ined. Findings suggest that Iran is adapting to new power transformations and leveraging

unconventional models to advance its geopolitical strategies.

5. Conclusion

The study concludes that, in an era of complexity, traditional power acquisition models no
longer suffice. Through the utilization of power networks, the integration of hard and soft
power tools, and engagement with new international order structures, the Islamic Republic
of Iran has successfully strengthened its power formation processes. This article under-
scores the significance of developing a network-oriented understanding of geopolitics and
introduces the network-hybrid geopolitical model as an innovative conceptual framework

for analyzing power acquisition in the evolving global landscape.
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2. Transport Corridor Europe-Caucasus-Asia(TRACECA)
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