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Extended Abstract

1- Introduction

The European Union has experienced considerable growth and expansion over the past decades. From
its limited origins in the coal and steel community in 1952, to the formation of the Treaty of Rome in
1957, the formation of the European Parliament in 1979, the completion of the single market in 1992
which guarantees the free flow of labour, goods and services, and The adoption of a single currency in
2002, all of this process led the European Union to move its members towards a full-scale and multi-di-
mensional convergence. So that with the British membership in the position of one of the three main
European powers and also a member of the seven economic powers. and the industrial world, this un-
ion appeared more than ever before as a powerful political and economic unit in the field of the inter-
national system, and this, considering the important and influential role of Britain at the international
and regional level, strengthened the economic foundation and even strengthened the system However,
the emergence of a phenomenon called Brexit in 2016 proves the existence of significant gaps among
the members of the most significant regional convergence in the current century, the European Union.
These gaps indicate the existence of serious conflicts among the members and the fragile nature of
such Convergence is also considered in theory and practice.

2- Theoretical framework

Neorealism explains regional convergence in the framework of international cooperation in an interna-
tional anarchic system. From the point of view of neorealists, it must be said that cooperation between
self-interested countries in a system based on anarchy is very difficult. Because in an anarchic system,
countries are worried that cooperation and convergence will lead to dependence on others and in-
crease their vulnerability. While in the self-help international system, the policy of self-reliance and
self-sufficiency is wiser and more economical than mutual dependence.

3- Methodology

The present study explains Brexit by using the descriptive-analytical method and in the form of adapt-
ing the political and economic mechanism governing the European Union with the neo-realist ap-

proach to the concept of convergence. Since the European Union came to the fore in the form of a
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purely economic union, until today, when we talk about convergence in all legal and political fields,
this union has come a long way. But this trend has had a fluctuating movement affected by the national
interests of countries and regional and international events, which sometimes increased convergence
and sometimes diverged. The founding leaders of the European Union, by setting more idealistic goals,
always wanted the process of convergence in the Union to be moved from the economy to other areas,
and this process has always followed broad goals.

4- Discussion

From the point of view of neo-realism, divergence begins due to the self-reliance and self-interest of
governments with conflicting goals and interests. In the same way, Britain, despite being a member and
following the policies of the European Union, not only could not align its national interests with the
policies of this union.. Rather, due to the creation of a kind of interdependence, he also saw his national
sovereignty at risk.From the point of view of neorealism, Britain is in an anarchic system where there
is no overarching global power. Security remains Britain's primary objective as it seeks to maintain its
territorial integrity and political independence. From the point of view of neo-realists, Britain is obliged
to maintain its security alone. Because the mistrust resulting from anarchy considers reliance on other
members as dangerous. Therefore, membership of the European Union threatens the security of the
United Kingdom. Because Britain has relied more on the support of other countries and handed over its
political and economic power to the institutions of the European Union. Brexit acted as a response to
Britain's vulnerable security position, allowing the country to regain lost political and economic power
and balance itself against emerging European power.In the framework of neorealism, because coun-
tries live in anarchy conditions, they are equally sensitive to their absolute interests. Therefore, they
try not to make less profit compared to their fellow competitors. Also, they are always worried about
relative profit, which makes it difficult and unattainable to achieve cooperation, convergence and con-
tinuity.From the point of view of neo-realism and based on the principle of calculating the relative and
absolute benefit of the UK, it is believed that the membership of this country in the European Union is
against the national interests of the UK due to its high economic strength.

5- Conclusion

A neorealist explanation about the Brexit phenomenon portrays Britain in an anarchic system where
the government is obliged to ensure its own survival due to the inherent distrust of the anarchic sys-
tem. In the framework of neorealism, the conflict between national interests and Transnationalism,
which is the result of convergence at high political and economic levels, as well as the confrontation
between national sovereignty and trans-nationalist sovereignty of this union, caused Britain to replace
convergence with divergence after several decades in order to preserve its interests and national sov-
ereignty.Distrust as a result of anarchy causes countries to always express concern about interdepend-
ence and in a system based on self-help, governments prefer self-reliance policy to convergence. As
the UK also left the European Union in the first important action of the defense budget. increased itself
significantly. On the other hand, structural realism believes that in anarchy conditions, self-interested
governments, as much as they emphasize their absolute interests, try not to get less profit from their
partner countries, and by calculating the profit Relatively, they try to maximize their interests. Due to
Brexit, Britain freed itself from the mechanism based on the sovereignty and transnational interests
of this union, and as an important challenge against the convergence at the European Union level by
violating the assumptions of theories based on fixed liberal thought. Even in the age of globalization,

the paradigm of realism is considered a dominant approach.
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