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1-Introduction

With the issuance of the constitutional decree and the establishment of the constitu-
ent assembly in Iran ,the state counselor, in a detailed speech, considers the principles
of Iran's foreign policy to be preserving the independence of the homeland, observing
alliance relations with friendly states, and observing the freedom of general trade on an
equal footing. In the text of the negotiations of the constituent assembly, the represent-
atives have a positive approach to the west, and western countries are placed in the po-
sition of supporters of the constitutionalist and freedom-seeking movement of Iranians.
Therefore the characteristics of the foreign policy reflected in the constitution of the
constitutional revolution are non-revolutionary and realistic, rational, peaceful, and in
line with the international system. The question raised in this research is why the foreign
policy resulting from the constitution of the constitutional revolution was mainly real-

istic, non-revolutionary, rational, and formed based on coordination with the interna-
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tional system and the great powers? The emergence of foreign policy in the constitution
of the constitutional revolution cannot be limited only to the moment the text of the law
was written by the Constituent Assembly; rather,a historical event should be considered
as full of the accumulation of history and the sociological foundations of events. By re-
searching the past, in addition to understanding the reasons for historical developments,
guidelines can be provided for recognizing, predicting, or changing political phenomena
in the future. The method of this research is historical-interpretive and relies on George

Lawson's theory of historical sociology.

2-Theoretical framework

In the historical sociology of revolutions, there has been less scholarly research on the
outcomes of revolutions than on their causes. This may be because it is assumed that
if the revolutionaries succeed, the results of revolutions will follow directly. Howev-
er, research on the outcomes of revolutions contradicts this assumption. Revolutionary
outcomes often take unexpected turns. The heyday of the study of revolutions coin-
cided with the emergence of sociology as an independent discipline in the 1960s and
1970s. During that period, Charles Tilley, in From Mobilization to Revolution, and Theda
Skocpol, in States and Social Revolutions, produced studies that are now considered
classics. Tilley's analysis of revolutionary phenomena began with the study of human
performance ,while Skocpol's point of departure was structural. The development of fifth
generation accounts of revolutions requires moving beyond the binary of structure and
agent toward an inter-social approach that conceptualizes social action in a broader
configuration. George Lawson's views on revolution are arguably the most complete
theory of revolution in historical sociology, as he has advanced the place of revolution in
sociological theory from both quantitative and qualitative perspectives. The attempt to

integrate causal and historical action in his theoryis noteworthy

3-Methodology

George Lawson's view of revolution is undoubtedly the most complete theory of revolu-
tion in historical sociology, as he has elevated the place of revolution in sociological the-
ory from both quantitative and qualitative perspectives. The attempt to integrate causal
and historical action in his theory is noteworthy.

Lawson believes that the works of thinkers of the third and fourth generations of revolu-
tionary theory, despite their claim to pay attention to international factors, contain two
shortcomings: first, having an analytical gap between national and international factors

and second, considering a minimal role for the international system.
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George Lawson analyzes revolutionary episodes of the modern era (beginning with the
Glorious Revolution of 1688) to understand how geopolitics, transnational circulation of
ideas and individuals, organizational capabilities, and contingent choices come together
to shape the emergence of revolutionary situations and the paths and outcomes of rev-
olutions. Lawson organizes causal configurations with ideal types in to three temporal
categories. The first of these relates changes in the vulnerability of inter-social relations
of particular types of regimes and systemic political, economic, and symbolic crises to the
emergence of revolutionary situations. The second category of configurations —levels of
elite loyalty, particularly through the coercive apparatus and the capacity of the oppo-
sition to create coherent revolutionary moments and unite diverse coalitions— explain
the paths taken at the peak of revolutions. Lawson’s third critical configuration for rev-
olutionary outcomes is the emergence of a “fused order” that combines elements of the
post-revolutionary social order with those of the pre-revolutionary order. The continua-
tion of ongoing and often contested inter-social interactions, international intervention
in domestic affairs - and what he calls “ambivalent outcomes,” outcomes that depend on
“situational logics derived from purposeful action taken in contested social contexts.” In
this article, we will examine the results of the revolution in the formation of foreign policy

in the Constitutional Law, using the approach of "inter-social" narratives.

The first configuration of the historical sociological situation and contexts of the Consti-
tutional Revolution, such as the role of intellectuals and the praise of the Western other,
the competition of local forces in the shadow of the great powers, regional democratic
revolutions, and the expansion of the press and its new orientation in the decades leading
up to the Constitutional Revolution, provided the basis for the revolution.

In the second path, the configuration of the gap in the forces of the Qajar court, the asso-
ciation of scholars and merchants with intellectuals, and the exchange of security in the
shelter of foreign consulates for fear of domestic rulers and at the international level, the
change in the balance of foreign forces led to the mobilization of political forces in the
revolution.

In the third stage, the configuration of the revolutionary results of the hegemony of in-
tellectual forces in the Constituent Assembly and the formulation of a regime based on a
peaceful foreign policy,unity and freedom of international trade, the adoption of Western
techniques, and the avoidance of personal interests and the preservation of national in-
terests and interests, a rational foreign policy was formed in the approach of the repre-

sentatives.
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The characteristics of foreign policy in the Constitution of the Constitutional Revolution
are non-revolutionary and democratic, rational and based on neutrality and peaceful for-
eignrelations. To answer why this type of foreign policy was formed in the Constitutional
Revolution from the perspective of historical sociology,we refer to the examination of a
complex configuration of the contexts, path and results of the revolution using George
Lawson's approach and what he calls the ambivalent domestic and international results.
During the Constitutional Revolution, systemic political, economic and symbolic crises,
including poverty, insecurity and the relationship of local powers with foreign forces and
the formation of the Western intellectual movement, have led to a change in the vulner-
ability of inter-social relations and the formation of a revolutionary situation. In the sec-
ond stage, with the split in the government apparatus and the capacity of the opposition
and revolutionary leaders to unite diverse coalitions with the sit-in at the British embas-
sy, the path taken at the peak of the Constitutional Revolution entered a new stage that
was affected by the international context and the structure and competition of foreign
forces. In the final stage, with the hegemony of the constitutional forces and the margin-
alization of pro-legitimacy forces, a rational and realistic foreign policy was formed, in
line with the international system envisioned by intellectuals in the constitutional revo-
lution.

Keywords: Historical sociology, foreign policy, Iran, Constitutional Revolution.
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