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Reasons for Trump's Failure to Identify Iran as a
Threat to International Security

Nima Rezaee, Mojtaba Shariate

Abstract

Although Trump portrayed the Islamic Republic of Iran as a threat to US security and
interests and succeeded in securitization of the Islamic Republic of Iran within the United
States, he failed to introduce the Islamic Republic of Iran as a threat to international
security at the global community level. For example, at a meeting of the UN Security
Council on August 14, 2020, only two of the 15 members of the UN Security Council
adopted a resolution proposed by the United States that would lift the arms Sanction
imposed on Iran, they voted in favor. Whereas if Trump had succeeded in portraying the
Islamic Republic of Iran as a threat to international security, all or a majority of members of
the UN Security Council would have voted in favor of the resolution. Although various
theoretical frameworks can be used to explain this issue, this research uses the concept of
"Macrosecuritisation" proposed by the Copenhagen School that is part of the theory of
"securitization" and trying to investigate the causes of this issue. Therefore, this study seeks
to answer the main question: “What are the reasons for the Failure of Trump's Securitizing
Speech-act, and introduction of the Islamic Republic of Iran as a threat to international
security?" present the hypothesis and mentions five reasons.

the hypothesis of this Research is: Trump's failure to Macrosecuritisation of the Islamic
Republic of Iran stems from five factors: 1) the inability to present the Islamic Republic as
a macro-threat to the macro security Referent Object, that Here, the world community (or at
least the Western bloc), and to be more precise, disregards to the external aspect of the
facilitating conditions of Securitization; 2) the lack of a unity of negatives as one of the
success factors of a Macrosecuritisation; 3) Lack of persuasion of the audience and, more
precisely, inability to turn ordinary audiences into supportive audiences, Due to the low
social capital of the Securitizing Actor (Trump) in the international community; 4) Lack of
adding a universal dimension to Trump's Securitizing Speech-act of the Islamic Republic of
Iran; 5) Lack of selection of appropriate watch words and terms that can be invoked to
move specific issues into the realm of securitization without elaborate arguments about the
securitization of the specific case.

This research can be considered as a qualitative-quantitative research in which qualitative
tools such as Content Analysis Method of eight Trump's speeches / comments / statements
and quantitative tools such as the results of polls of reputable Western Institute are used.
Key Words: Extraordinary Means- Securitizing Actor-Facilitating  Conditions-
Macrosecuritisation - Speech Act
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1. Foreign Terrorist Organizations(FTOs)
2. terrorist proxies
3. Iran's global campaign of terrorism
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1. arms-related restrictions on Iran
2. Abstention
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. Securitization

. Regional Security Complex (RSC)

. sectors

. three main ideas

. Ideologies of Stabilization

. illocutionary act

. a more extreme version of politicizition
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. any public issue

. nonpoliticized

. public policy

. communal governance

. emergency measures

. security issue

. by a securitising actor

. a point of no return

. too late to act

10. normal politics

11. aright to use extraordinary means or break normal rules
12. when and under what conditions who securitises what issue
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1. Macrosecuritisation and security constellations: reconsidering scale in securitisation theory
2. middle level of world politics

3. collective political units

4. at the individual and system levels
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1. consciously
2. identification of an existential threat to a valued referent object and the call for exceptional
measures
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1. securitising actors, appropriate speech acts, and responsive audiences

. Some expansive dynamic

. concept of security constellations

. overall social structures of securitisation

. isolated securitisations unrelated to social identities and political processes at other levels

. identity and political constitution of the particular referent object for an act of securitisation
. identities, politics and security practices are relational

. larger social formation

. most powerful call of a given time
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1. constellations are generated by the interdependent securitisations of a variety of entities
2. general consciousness

3. degree of comprehensiveness

4. multi-sectoral

5. global-universal
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1. Before Soleimani’s death, concerns about Iran had fallen in many countries — including the U.S.
2. Moira Fagan and Mara Mordecai
3. which country or group poses the greatest threat to their country in the future
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Israelis most likely to name Iran as top
threat to their country

% in__ who name Iran as the country or group that
poses the greatest threat to their country in the future
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Before Soleimani’s death, concerns
about Iran as a threat had fallen in many
countries, including the U.S.

% who say Iran is the country or group that poses the
greatest threat to their country in the future

50%
24
16
‘; 10 Lebanon
12 6 US.
1 Canada
0 0 Mexico
0 Kenya

2007 2014 2019

pring 2

PEW RESEARCH CENTER

Source: Fagan & Mordecai, January 23, 2020
A 3 ge (Cadl 13,55 Jos L;éy}gdju&:;ﬁb%é)lzgui;f«s}b: Lyl,i Cole,y jo a5

S ol (S b Gl dml 6l m i) 3575 g S Olsisa ) Ol oMl (65 sear A
i85l o il @ Ol ) e dmela s Ol 457 5 S Iy b 5 (0 ST b e (0o b Sl brhek
(s s Ol gl )50 55 Gl dmelr (as O 3 = o2y SN (ol oy sl
Lr 1 G5t ol Uy o 5 00 b bl i) 85052 ozl ol il 5 (g 6 ek e ) Bl Y
_ Ol 5 52y YV (oly
ﬂbd\ﬂ_‘.ﬁw}fd%ﬂUﬂréfQBuJyjbjbﬁc%ﬂ‘fb‘;\a@)lﬂ&_;?>J‘.L.:; VEoY

.>J§3|;|¢-)>
s 3528 8 54 Ot (g5l malONST (i 28 gl s sl &S SNl 5 baled
aia_‘«g;_wlutfotg_?,wu,”;\)@w};L;m,f,;\,.»&iwatﬁwg;w.;xsé:s;,
Lg,,_&fos;r@_»Jg:.w\seyg.g;,»lwtﬁob)&k_&\,mwﬂsﬁ?ﬁch»ﬂ@;25,,5
o:|>@>j\c&&l;ﬂcﬂjjju.:._&)}l;li41{&‘5&\):}534{)"5&)}:5}\,&5)\}&.&?4§
o spin (el 2B Aas e 0L 1 oS el K5 S (6 S o 5 (SikersS sl el




ISR

NI .

Yvy

20 gl (A6 BV
Olgiedy Ol ! Oulubs
Sl drgio WP

Moo

3l smtal 1 el 5 Sloans Sl eslizal Sy, ¢ 950 4 odiaslg (55l el
SNl 5555 s 5] (2 GUold b Sl e 5B Oloar 25 )lal § s 5
=83 ladVamul Lyl 0500 1) Lols Sle g g0 015 oo baylad ol @ slizal b g [amasls 5 ol
Totbmins L] T go (5l el (o5 015 o 53,87 el 00T D3y il [ (21 ] 80000
2SS Joe 8 g 35 aecnls5 ol 5 (Buzan & Weever, 2009, 267) sis plox!

ool y tawgd O gl (il Sl O™ (SHUE pis™ (092 39906 BYS Slhgyed pus b
o3l Uy ol 5 Lo 5 Ol (55 2l (6,8 587 003 30 (38 50l L e (Mol s 5
DL s ol (slmosls ol ok gy 125 5 (e (ST1eS xSa (5l el NS & 3 ol
G 535 el 5 s Sslize BouS b Jalse pl s pll Slaals (F 3 sk S das e
a5 (e EIONST olis 5 el 51 S5 s

ol y fawgd Ol (Gl Surol SN Wl 8 (39 §9gab (ueli e .0

S go At 530 5 03,15 (ol (S35 S a5 S oS 5 gl g il 35 ases O3
(Buzan, s 55 oo sboml [sbotr ] iiai U 03,5 s [ Ad] e 558T] 257 G ol !
Weaver & de Wilde, 1998, 46)

S5t 48 5 g0 s 03,5 o Jas 3 n Ol ) (S5l IS 53 ual 5 el i
23 obseled (ol Tlaw dile (G, &S5 o STin L) Sler dnsler (i 03 500 g0 i (oMl
63,5 oo olital 555 g ¢ omlonn Sl s ol (gla Il Lo 1010 ade ¢8558 b 2ol
10 OLee 5OVYAR 5l e YF) Yo ¥e gl VF js dowte Jho Olojle Sl (gl 9 dd 53 (503 O g0y
e S sd (S e 5 odowte SYL 8T 55 L oo e Olesle el (1) 55 gue 528
PPYEL o SN TP SO SR (DS B (O I P INCIE PRI sl oS (Slantiabas

c&j)u\_}\c@):_w\cdg_ijlicQLJTcw\jécL:ﬂ:iﬂ)}_&f\\)Ms\ngdi)mtxbjcﬁ\n\eﬁj

1. Institutionalised Securitisation

2. successful securitisations

3. There is a performative force to the speech act

4. It reworks or produces a context by the performative success of the act.
5. arms-related restrictions on Iran
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1. arms-related restrictions on Iran
2. Abstention
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