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The Evolution of Japan's Defense Strategy and
Security Policy (2021-2023)

Fatemeh Mahrough! Mohammad karampouri”

Abstract

The fundamental developments in the geopolitics of East Asia, along with the
change in regional and international power equations, have forced Japan to
reconsider its commitment to pacifism enshrined in the constitution. In this
framework, the evolution of Japan's security and defense strategy after Fumio
Kishida (known as the Kishida Doctrine) became priminister has become more
noticeable than Shinzo Abe priministership. The current research tries to answer
the question of what components have influenced the evolution of Japan's security
and defense strategy during the Kishda era and the presentation of his doctrine. The
main argument of the article is that the transformation in Japan's defense-security
strategy is a response to the international and regional structural changes caused by
the emergence of China as a system-challenging actor and the uncertainty of the
commitments of the United States in its all-round support in the event of the
occurrence of war and acute geopolitical tensions. Based on the theory of neo-
realism, the findings of the research show the international and regional structural
dynamics resulting from the global and regional intersection between China and
the United States, the increasing pressure of the United States on Japan in order to
increase the broader security and defense role, the increase in the arms race in East
Asia, the international implications of Russia's attack on Ukraine, and the increase
in Russian military movements in northern Japan, along with the stable factors of
the increase in North Korea's nuclear and missile threats, have influenced the
evolution of Japan's defense and security strategy. Therefore, Kishida's doctrine,
emphasizing the necessity of playing a more dynamic role in global and regional
politics and increasing the capabilities of defense-military capabilities, indicates
Japan's turn from the previous defense strategy to the behavior of balancing active
forces.

Keywords: Aggressive realism, Japan, America, China, Russia, Kishda.
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3 Russia India
s s |k
& India Ausaia oyled ) o led Y Jle
5 South Kos Indonesi . .
u rea ndonesia Oles) 5 sl YF S.L:i
6 MNorth Korea Japan i i
7 Japan South Korea  +1 VFoY
8 Australia Pakistan -1
9 Pakistan Australia
10 Singapore Vietnam
SCORE TREND upward [l Downwara [l No change

Source: Lowy Institute, 2021, 5
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=== ECONOMIC RELATIONSHIPS DIPLOMATIC INFLUEMNCE
Rank Rank
1 China 1 United States +2
2 United States 2 China -1
3 Japan 3 Japan -1
4 Singapore 4 Russia +2
5 South Korea 5 India -1
6 Australia 6 South Kerea -1
7 Thailand T Australia
B India 8 Indomesia +2
9 Malaysia 9 Singapore -1
10 Wietnam 10 Vietnam -1
@a DEFEMNMCE NETWORKS %?d CULTURAL INFLUENCE

Rank =] 25 50 75 Rank
1 United States 1 United States B5.0
2 Australia 2 China
3 Japan 3 Japan
4 South Korea 4 India
5 Singapore 5 Australia
6 Mew Zealand 6 Thailand
7 India 7 South Korea
8 China 8 Malaysia
8 Philippines  +1 9 Singapore
10 Russia +1 10 Russia

SCORE TREND Upward [l Downward Il Mo change
* Soore trends TieEsae a

Source: Lowy Institute, 2021, 5

13 (ol G 1, W AlT § LT By kel usee 30 (Flombud ol sl 331.1-£
3 58 g eals il ol 53 58 8 Ui 5 el ST o L ogf@fb s ol

)'\QT;}_“:J@HJHM;}_&WMJQ).L_;&l}lgw\aﬂﬁg&w;ou\jﬁ-bdj;



L aglin 53) oy 58 51 (5 ol (6,5 48 58 0len ool nl o bl 2y Bla o
Ny 3 o0s) (patie DI L 5SS Sl ey dals BOT 2 ool glines (01505
VAT alB) 1S n oslil loaded Liles 5 btnw 5 5150 503550 o Syl 2l (s
Sl 0, 5 oml3 e Sl o 3 53 3L FIY VYN Tl s LT L3 bl &30 ()9
Jlo 3 ol olis slaay s ¢ gamme did LT G353 ollss 8550 53 D8 WS a3 00 55 )5
se5 sl dss g an SLSI NS 5, Ll V Sl Y0¥ Sl 5oy 5Ys 55U OF/) 4 YY)
VL i) &5 0 VG 5 Jle dgb 5o ol slaay 58 (sl o VAT 258l 4 ois oS 01> oliazst]
A5 3 doys VY olamstt L VAP Jla 51l i 6l ol ool a5 VAVY JL |

(Sipri, 2022, 7) s, 515 Joths Lallil a5 doys ) Gl 51Y T Jlu s Jsls Lallsl

(Sbxe A (Sko) PILT 9 i (wgildl § LT 53 by ygus™ ol 508 () 8lesd 515903

COMPREHENSIVE POWER

Rank o 2s SO 75

1 United States 822 &' S

2 China 746 N

3 Japan =

4 India A

5 Russia

o L
L]

7 South Korea

8 Singapore ‘ ' PRy N

Wb g
9 Indonesia -2 ‘5‘ x 5);
10 Thailand - (Jodgm cawlow

11 Malaysia . |

oyled ) o led Y Jle

12 Vietnam

13 New Zealand

SCORE TREND VEeY
Upward |

Downward Il

No change B

14 Taiwan
15 Pakistan

16 Philippines

17 North Korea

18 Brunei -1

GREATEST GAINS
United States +0.6
Brunei +0.5

Sri Lanka +0.3

19 Bangladesh -1
20 Sn Lanka +1
21 Myanmar -1
22 Cambodia

23 Laos
GREATEST LOSSES
Malaysia -2.4
Japan -2.4

India -2.0

24 mMongolia
25 Nepal

26 Papua New Guinea

Source: Lowy Institute, 2021, 5
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Rank
Rank ° 2s so 7s 1 United States 86.9
1 United States 7 P

2 Russia 79.5
2 china
3 Russia 3 China i
4 inaia India

S South Korea

Australia

New Zealand

mialaysia

4
5
-]
T South Korea 2
a8
9

Japan -2

10 Indonesia

Source: Lowy Institute, 2021, 19
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